
ft89ll CONGRESSION_&L -:REC0R~SEN .ATE. MARCH ·27~ 

By Mr. -siEGEL: :Six memorials against pas8age· of the Bur
nett immigration bill; .to the Committee on ,Immigration and 
Naturalization. 

By ·Mr. SULLOWAY: Petitions of .Gilmanton Iron Works, •of 
Belknap; ·27 Christian churches, .24 Bible schools, 14 Young 
People's Societies, 17 organized Bible classes, 12 granges of 
the Patrons of 'Husbandry, making 94 organizations, all in the 
fir t congressional district in the State of New Hampshire, for 
pas ·age of House joint resolutions · 84 and 85, ·proposing .an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting 
the beverage · n·affic 1n intoxicating liquors; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Also, petitions of 959 citizens in the first congressional ·district 
in the ·State of New Hampshire, for passage of House joint 
resolutions ·84 and 85, proposing an amendment to the Consti
tution .of the United States ·prohibiting the beverage ·traffic ! in 
intoxicating liquors; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, ~etitions ot 870 voters in the first congressional disti>i.ct 
in the State of New Hampshire, for passage of House joint 
resolutions 84 and 85, proposing an amendment to the Consti
tution of the United States prohibiting the . beverage traffic in 
intoxicating .liquors; to the Committee on the Judiciary . 

. By Mr. TINKHAl\1 : Petition of sundry American citizens, 
indorsing House joint resolutions 14 and 81, and- similar bills; 
to the Committee on ' Foreign Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Roxbury Presbytel'ian .Church and citizens 
of Roxbury .district, :Boston, .Mass., .favoring national prohibi
tion; to the Committee on the ·Judiciary. 

By 1\fr. V ARE: 1\Iemorial of Philadelphia (Pa.) Chamber of 
Commerce, favoring passage of the Stevens-Ayres bill; to the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, petition of Frankford Arsenal Association, of Philadel
phia, Pa., relative to system of salary regulation for Govern
ment employees; to the Committee on Reform in the Civil 
Service. 

Also, memorial of Retail Grocers' Association of Philadelphia, 
Pa., favoring tariff on dyestuffs; to the Committee on Ways •an<l 
Means. 

Also, memorial of ·vessel Owners and Captains' Association, 
of Philadelphia, Pa., favoring retention of 13-hour rule for 
crews on inland and harbor tugs ; to the Committee on the 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 

Also, memorial of Fraternal Patriotic Americans of Philadel
phia, Pa., favoring passage of the Burnett immigration bill ; to 
the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also, memorial of ·pennsylvania Branch of the Loyal Legion 
of the United States, relative- to preparedness; to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mi·. WASON: Petitions of 29 residents of Greenville and 
17 citizens of Newport, all within the State of New Hampshire, 
favoring national prohibition; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Also, resolutions of Sunday school, representing 30 people, of 
Errol; Woman's Christian Temperance Union, of East Cole
brook; Woman's Ohri tian Temperance ' Union, representing 10 
people, of :Errol ; South Congregational Church, representing 
250 people, of Newport; Christian Endeavor Society of First 
Baptist Church, representing 30 people, of Newport; Methodist 
Episcopal Church, representing 100 people, of ·Peterborough; 
Women's Temperance Union, representing 150 people, of Frank
Un, all in the State of New Hampshire, favoring national prohi
bition; to the Committee on the Judicial'y. 

:-sENATE. 

MoNPAY, March ~7, 1916. 

to that ~one far-off :divine' event when . tlie war · drums beat .no 
longer :and :the battle !tlags are ::-furled, when men shall beat 
their swords .. into ' plowshares .and -their ·spears into pruning 
hooks, . and peace ·reign · everywhe1·e. These blessings 1 we ask 
in the faith of Him who :dled .that we-might-uve-"Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

The JournaLof the proceedings of Saturday last was. read and 
approved. · 

SENATOR FROM INDIANA. 
11\fr. -KERN. Mr. President, Hon. THOMAS TAGGART, "Who has 

been ·regulai.-ly ·appointed a Senator -from the State of Indiana 
by the governor of that State to fill the ~acancy occasioned by 
the death of the late · senator Shively, and whose credentials 
have been heretofore presented to the Senate, is now pi·e, ent 
and ready to take the oath of office. 

The VICE 1PRESIDIDNT. The Senator appointed will be 
presented at the Vice President's desk and take the obligation. 

Mr. 2I'AoGAJ.tT was escorted to the Vice .President's desk by M1·. 
KERN; a.nd the oath prescribed by · law having been adminis
tered to him, he took his seat in the Senate. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. OVERMAN presented a memorial of sundry citizens of 
Wilmington, N. · C., ~remonstrating against the enactment of leg
islation to make Sunday a day of rest in the District of Colum-
bia, · which was ordered to lie on the table. . 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of ReidsYille, 
N. C., praying for national prohibition, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

1\Ir. SHEPPARD presented petitions of sundry citizens of 
Yoakllm, .Alpine, -Garland, and Gregory, all in the State of 
Texas, . praying for national prohibition, which were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented petitions of · sundry citizens of the District 
of Columbia, praying for prohibition in the District of Colum
bia, which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of sundry citizens of .A.u tin, 
Tex., remonstrating against the enactment of legislation to 
limit the freedom of the· press, which was referred to the Com
mittee on Post Offices and 'Post Roads. 

Mr. LODGE. ~ I present resolutions of the House of Hepre
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Mas achusetts, favoring the 
securing of moral support of the United State for the op
pressed Jews in .Europe. I ask that the resolutions may be 
printed in the REcoRD and referred to the Committee on For
eign Relations. 

There being no obj~ction, the resolutions were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations and ordered to be .printed in 
the RECORD, as follows : 

THE COMMONWE.A.TH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 1916. 
Resolutions favoring action by Congress toward securing the moral sup

port of the United ·states for the oppressed Jews in Europe. 
Whereas at the close of the ·war of the nations that is now devastating 

Europe there will be a readjustment of the rights and privileges of 
citizenship in the belligerent countries; and ' 

Whereas in some of the warring countries the Jews have been refused 
the privileges and responsibllities of full cltlzensh:lp, denied equality 
before the law, and have been the subjects of per ecntion and op
pression ; and 

Whereas the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has ever -stood foremost 
for the ·assertion of human rights and has ever championed the cause 
of the weak and the oppressed: Therefore be it 
Resolved$ By ·the House of Representatives of Massachusetts that the 

Senators .and Representatives in Congress from Ma sachusetts are 
hereby requested at the proper time to take concerted action toward 
securing the moral support of the United States for the oppressed 
Jews in Europe in their efforts to obtain full, complete, and .honorable 
citizenship in the countries to which they have given loyal and patt·iotic 
devotion. 

Resolved, '!'hat copies of these resolutions, attested by the secretary 
of the Commonwealth, be sent by said official to each of . the Senators 
and Representatives-in Congres~ . from Ma sachusetts. 

In ··house of representatives, adopted March 17, 1916. 
Rev. G. Livingston Bayard, chaplain, United States Navy, A· true copy. Attest: 

offered the following praY.er: ALBERT P. LANGTRY, 
0 God of Nations, Lord of Lords, and King of Kings, who .has Becretary of the Oommonwealth. 

taught us in Thy Holy Word . that "Righteousness exalteth a Mr. LODGE presented petitions of -sundry · citizens of 'Vor-
nation, but sin is a reproach :to any people," help us, ·we pray cester, Middleboro, Haverhill, Methuen, Andover, and Hudson, 
Thee, so to apply our hearts unto wisdom that we may know all in the .state of -Massachusetts, praying fornational prohi
Thy purpo es and do .Thy will to the end that truth .and justice bition, which were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
may prevail and the glory of ~Thy .name be proclaimed among us He also presented a memorial of Local Branch No. 5, United 
and our children's children forever and forever. National ·Association of Post Office Clerks, of Boston, Mass., 

We acknowledge .Thy goodness, 0 Lord, which has guided our remonstrating against the -separation of the Cambridge (Ma s.) 
people in the paths of truth . and righteousness, and has blessed postal stations from the .Boston (Mass.) post office, which was 
this Nation with peace and happiness. referred to the Committee· on Post Offices and .Post Roads. 

Humble us, we pray Thee, .under the burden of the .new He .als<>:-presented a petition of the Massachusetts -State Board 
duties and . responsibilities with which we .are charged. Gr.ant, of Trade, , praying . that an appropriation be made for the con-
0 God, . that this Nation, conceived in war~ born in battle, and stl-uction of an .intracoastal waterway from Boston, 1\Iass., to 
baptized in blood, may, under_- Thy patronage, fight . i~ way Pensacola, Fla., which was referred to the· Committee on .Com
through with its honor unsullied and · its integrity unimpaired ~ .merce . 

• 
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Mr. CURTIS. I present three resolutions from citizens of 

Kansas, favoring woman suffrage, which I ask may be printed 
in the llECORD. 

The resolutions were ordered to lie on the table and to be 
printed in the REcORD, as follows : 

Resoln:iJ., That we, the members of the second district Republican con
ventioL of Kansas, urge Congress to submit at once to the State le~s
latures, for ratification, an amendment to the United States Constitu
tion enfranchising women, in order that the political rights now en
joyed by the women of our own State may in the shortest time possible 
be extended to the women of the Nation. 

R esolL·ed, That we, the members of the Republican convention of the 
fourth district of Kansas, held at Emporia, March 15, favor Nation-wide 
su1frage for women and the immediate submission by Congress of an 
amendment putting it in force. 

Resolved, That we, the members of the Republican convention of the 
eighth dish·ict of Kansas, held at Wellington, March 14, favor Nation
wide suffrage for women and the immediate submission by Congress of 
an amendment putting it in force. 

1\Ir. STERLING presented a memorial of sundry citizens of 
South Dakota, remonstrating against the enactment of legisla
tion to limit the freedom of the press, which was referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota presented a petition of the 
.Art Club of Mitchell, S. ·Dak., and a petition of the Study Club 
of Salem, S. Dak., praying for an investigation into conditions 
surrounding the marketing of dairy products, which were re
fen·ed to the Committee on ~\.griculture and Forestry. 

He also presented memorials of sundry citizens of Pollock and 
Huron, in the State of South Dakota, remonstrating against the 
enactment of legislation to limit the freedom of the press, which 
were referred to the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

l\lr. KENYON presented a memorial of Columbia Grange, No. 
2117, Patrons of Husbandry, of Donnellson, Iowa, remonstrat
ing against the enactment of legislation to change the parcel
post law, which was referred to . the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Thompson, 
Iowa, praying for the creation of a system of rural credits, 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial. of sundry citizens of Waukon, 
Iowa, remonstrating against the enactment of legislation to 
make Sunday a <lay of rest in the District of Columbia, which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

1\Ir. BURLEIGH presented a petition of the Maine State 
Board of Trade, praying that an appropriation be made tending 
toward ·the destruction of the dogfish, which was referred to 
the Committee on Fisheries. 

He also presented a memorial of the l\Iaine State· Board of 
Trade, remonstrating against the enactment of legislation to 
proYi<.le for Government-owned ships, which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented petitions of sundry citizens of 1\Iain~, pray
ing for national prohibition, which were referred to the Commit
tee on the Judiciary. 

:Mr. PHELAN presented a memorial of sundry citizens of 
St. Helena, Cal., remonstrating against the enactment of legis-· 
lation to make Sunday a day of rest in the District of Columbia, 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented petitions of sundry citizens of Danyille and 
Oakland, in the State of California, praying for national prohi
bition, which were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of the Ebell Society, of Oakland, 
Cal., praying that an appropriation of $300,000 be made for 
the improvement of the Yosemite National Park and the crea
tion of a national-park service, which was i·eferred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

:Mr. JOHNSON of Maine pre ente<l petitions of sundry citizens 
of 1\laine, praying for national prohibition, which were referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented memorials of sundry citizens of Maine, 
remonstrating against the enactment of legislation to limit the 
freedom of the press, which were referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices · and Post Roads. 

1\Ir. NELSON presented a memorial of the Housewives 
League, of St. Paul, Minn., remonstrating against the proposed 
repeal of the free-sugar clause, which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of the Cairo Farm Club, of 
Fairfax, l\linn., remonstrating against the enactment of legis
lation to prohibit interstate commerce in convict-made goods, 
which was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Dalbo, 
Minn., praying for the placing of an embargo on munitions of 
·war, which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented petitions of sundry citizens of Minnesota, 
praying for national prohibition, which were referred to the 
.Committee on the Judiciary. 

1\Ir. WADSWORTH presented 11etitions of sundry citizens of 
New York, praying for national prohibition, which were referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also pre~ented a petitiorr of sundry citizens of Kingston, 
N. Y., praying for publicity with regard to the diplomatic rela· 
tions of the United States, etc., which was referred to the Com· 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

REPORTS Ql.' COMMITTEE O"N MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

Mr. CHAl\ffiERLAIN, from the Committee on Military Af
fairs, to which was referred the bill ( S. 392) to create in the 
War Department and the Navy Department, respectively, a roll 
designated as the "Civil War Volunteer officers' retired list," to 
authorize placing thereon with retired pay certain surviving 
officers who served in the Army, Navy, or 1\larine Corps of the 
United States in. the Civil War, and for other purposes, re
ported it with amendments and submitted a report (No. 307) 
thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
joint resolution (H. J. Res. 68) to cede to the State of Mary
land temporary jurisdiction over certain lands in the Fort 
McHenry Military Reservation, reported it without amendment . 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Bills were introduced, read the first time, and, by unanimous 
consent, the second time, and referred as follows : 

By Mr. KENYON: 
A bill (S. 5284) granting an increase of pe,nsion to .Josiah 

Sadler (with accompanying papers) ; to the Committee on Pen
sions. 

By 1\Ir. BURLEIGH: 
A bill (S. 5285) granting a pension to Arthur 1\I. Clark; 
A bill (S. 5286) granting a pension to Stella Miller; and 
A bill (S. 5287) granting an increase of pension to Gardner L. 

Hatch; to the Committee on Pensions. 
By l\fr. JOHNSON of Maine: 
A bill (S. 5288) for the r~lief of Sarah E. Church (with 

accompanying papers) ; and . 
A bill (S. 5289) for the relief of the States of Massachusetts 

and Maine (with accompanying papers) ; to the Committee on 
Claims. -

By l\fr. CHAMBERLAIN: 
A bill (S. 5290) gi·anting a pension to Harry F. Roddy (with 

accompanying papers) ; to the Committee on Pensions. 
By l\fr. WILLIAMS : 
A bill ( S. 5291) to authorize the Postmaster General to settle 

the accounts of Capt. J. H. Estes; to the Committee on Claims. 
RELIEF OF SUFFE.RERS AT PARIS, TEX. 

l\Ir. SHEPPARD introduced a bill (S. 5283) to authorize the 
Secretary of War to supply tents for temporary use of the suf
ferers from the recent conflagration in Paris, Tex., and for other 
purposes, which was read the first time by its title. 

l\fr. SHEPPARD. I ask that the bill be rea<l at length, as it is 
a matter of urgency. 

The bill was rea<l the second time at length, as follows: 
Be -it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized 

to supply for temporary use, undt>r such rules and regulations as · he 
may prescribe, a sufficient number of tents to afford shelter for the 
sufferers from the recent contlagratlon in Paris, 'l'ex., who are in need 
of the same. 

That the sum of $60,000 is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of War in the purchase and distribution of 
shelter, food, cots, and blankets to such destitute persons as may re· 
quire assistance in said conflagration district. 

1\lr. SHEPPARD. I ask to have read the two letters attached 
to the bill. They are very short, an<l I wish to ha.,-e them l'eall 
for the information of the Senate. 

There being no objection, the Secretary read ns follows : 

Hon . MORRIS SHEPPARD, 
Washington, D. a. 

MARCH 25, 1~16. 

i'.IY D1un. SE~ATOR: With reference to your inquiry relative to fire at 
Paris, 'l'ex., I beg to inform you that Capt. Pickering has investigated 
conditions and recommended an emergency allotment of $60,000 to pro
vide shelter, food, cots, and blankds for the destitute at Paris. There 
are no funds of any appropriation under control of the War Department 
that are available for the purpose of rendering relief as requested. 
This is submitted to you for uch action as you deem necessary. The 
War Department will be glad to assist in enry way within its power in 
caring for the stricken in Paris . 

Yours, very truly, NEWTO~ D. BAKER, . 
Secretary of War. 

[Official copy . furnished to Hon. MORRIS SHEPP.tRD, Unitt'd States 
Senate.] 

PARIS, TEX., Mat·ch 24, 191G. 
THE ADJUT.\XT GEXERAL, 

Wa1· Department, Washington, D. a.: 
Paris, Tex., has population about 1G,OOO, with 10,000 white and 

6,000 colort'd. Value of prot)erty dt>stroyed about $14,000,000, or about 
·SO per cent of total value of buildings and personal property of city. 
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White persons homeless about 4,000, colored 4,000. Nearly all these 
people lost all nou ehold aoods. Of thl .number about 4,500 are in
digent citizens of Paris. Ifuve furnished emergency shelte1· for about 
6,000 and emergency food supplies fo1· all. Total contributions by citi
zens $.25,000. Contributed by neighboring cities about $12,000. 

Governor has asked yom· authority to issue tentage. I do not know 
ho IV much he has. Rations and shelter required as -follows: Rations, 
800 persons, 60 da!st. and 1 ,500 persons, 30 days ; total, 93,000 rations, 
at 30 cents value, 2·1 ,900; food ca n be bought within 100 miles. Shel
t er r equired for 5, 00 persons, if large pyramidal tents are used, value 
$42,000; cots for 6. 000 at $2 is $12,000 ; blankets :for 2,000 at $2 is 

4,000; freight, $600; expen se of distribution, $500; total, $87,000; 
on hand $37,000; to be supplied, 50,000. Officials and other leading 
citizens are devoting attention to relieving public distress to the neglect 
of their own urgent affairs. 

In view of therr severe private losses, the contributions are very 
liberal, and to double them would be more than should be expeeted of 
a stricken community of this si-ze. The necessity is urgent, and I 
strongly .recommend Federal aid. As the shelter should last longer than 
the life of tents and be semipermanent, it is recommended that tentage 
be not fmnished, but that a slightly increased money equivalent be 
given for construction of shacks from paper and cheap lumber. I 
recommend emergency allotment of $60,000 under appropriations cover
ing above-mentioned purposes. A.s 1 am quartermaster, the funds can 
be invoiced to me. I am working with local committees, and will so 
continue until further orders. 

:PI.CKERING. 

Mr. SHEPPARD. I move that the bill and accomp~nying 
papers be referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 
AMEl\'DM.ENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

1\lr. Sl\fOOT submitted an amendment prpviding that investi
gations in forestry and forest ·utilization may be authorized by 
the Secretary of Agriculture in 1\Ie:tico, Central and South 
America, etc., intended to be proposed by him to the Agricnl~ 
tural appropriation bill (H. R. 12717), which -was referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CATRON submitted an amendment proposing to appro
priate $9,880 for 16 pages for the Senate from July ~. 1916, to 
March 4, 1917, both inclusive, etc., intended to be proposed by 
him to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill 
(H. R. 12207), which was referred to the Committ-ee on Ap-
propriations and ordered to be printed. _ 

l\f.r. SMITH of Arizona submitted an amendment proposing to 
appropriate $1,000 to pay Tom K. Richie, of Tucson, Ariz., being 
a sum inadvertently covered into the Treasury on a forfeited cash 
recognizance in a case entitled " United States v. Fnmk Lee " 
pending in the United States district court, intended to be pro
posed by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill, which 

· was referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ord-ered 
to be printed. · 

IMPROVEMENT OF ~U:M RIVER, .PA. 

Mr. OLIVER submitted an amendment intended to be pro
po ed by him to the bill (S. 5244) authorizing :the Secretary of 
Commerce to exchange lands belonging to the United $tates at 
the mouth of Orum River, Pa., for other lands adjacent thereto, 
for the purpose of removing thereto the Schooner Ledge Range 

· Front Light, so that it may be on the range of the channel of 
the Delaware River, and further authorizing the Secretary of 

' Commerce to remove said range light from its present loCfttion 
to the property acquired by the exchange, which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce and ordered to be printed. 

RECLAMATION OF ARID LANDS. 

lli . .JONES. On behalf of the chairman of the Committee on 
Irrigation and Reclamation .of Arid Lands [1\f.r. SMITH of Ari
zona], I submit a resolution and ask .for its immediate con
sideration. 

The resolution (S. Res. 154) was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Irrigation and .Redamation of Atid 

Lands, or any subcommittee thereof, be, and is hereby, authorized dur
ing the sixthy-fourth Congress to hold heo:rings on the bill (S. 4251) 
in aid of reclaiming arid lands, and for other purposes ; to employ a 
stenographer, at a cost not to exceed $1 per printed page, to report 
such hearings as may be had in connection with any subject which may 
be pending before said committee, the expenses thereof to be paid out 
of the C(lntingent fund of the Senate; and that the committee, or any 
subcommittee thereof, may sit during the sessions or recess of the 
Senote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will be referred to 
the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses 
of the Senate. 

NATIONAL DEFENSES IN OALIFO:BNIA. 

Mr. WORKS submitted the following resolution (S. Res. 152), 
which was read, considered by unanimous consent, a~d agree to : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War is hereby directed to furnish 
the Senate the following information : 

First. What military force we now have in the State of Californla, 
and to what branch or arm of the service they belona, giving the 
strength of each and at what places in the State they are stationed. 

Second. Wbat coast defenses 1:here are m the State and nnw they 
are ma.Il}le~, giving the number and kind of guns in ea.ch :tort or other 
fortifiea..tioll and the .force of men in each. · 

VESSELS OF THE NAVY. 

Mr. WORKS submitted the following resolution (S. Res. 1.53) 
which was read, considered by unanimous consent, and agree<t 
to: 

Resolv ed, That the Secretary of the Na.vy is hereby direct ed to 
furnish the Senate the following information: 

First. The number of warships and vessels of all kinds that we now 
have, giving the kind and number of each. 

Second. The number and kind of such vessels stationed on the Pacific 
Ocean and belonging to the Pacific Fleet, and their kind ; ailQ. the nuiii
ber and kind stationed on the Atlantic side of the country and belon~
~mtoin~ictt~~c Fleet, and their kind, separating ahd cla.ssifying 

ana'~~ir ~~d~nmber · now under contract or construction, and w here, 

URGENT DEFTOIENCY APPROPRIATIONS . 

Mr. MARTIN of Virginia submitted the following report : 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on ihe amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
13043) making appropriations to supply further addi t ional 
urgent deficiencies in appropriations for the fiscal year 19~6 and 
prior fiscal years, having met, after full and free conference have 
agreed to recommend .and do recommend to their re pective 
Houses as follows : 

That the Senate recede from its amendments nmnbere1l 4 
and·5. · 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amend
ments of the Senate numbered 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 1':1:, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 1.9, 20, and 21, and agree to the same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the a mend
ment of the Senate numbered 11, and agree to the same with 'an 
amendment, as follows: Omit ille matter inserted and t r icken 
out by said amendment; and the Senate agree to the arne. 

THOMAS s . .1\fA.m.TN , 
JoHN F. SHA.Fnom, 
F. E. W A.R.REN , . 

Managers on the part ot the Senate. 
JOHN J. FITZGERALD. 
J. G. CANNON, 

Managers on the pa1·t of the House. 

The report was agreed to. 
NATIONAL DEFENSE. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I wish to give notice that 
immediatel.Y on the completion of the morning business on Tlmrs
day next I desire to address the Senate on the subject of pre-
paredness. ' 

INDIAN APPROPRIATIONS. 

The VICE ·PRESIDENT . .The morning business is closed. 
Mr. ASHURST. I ask unanimous consent that the Senate 

proceed to the consideration of House bill 10385, the I ndian 
appropriation bill. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 10385) mak· 
ing appropriations for the current and contingent expen.·e,· o.f 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
with varieus Indian tribes, lind for other purposes, for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1917. 

LANDSCHAFT SYSTEM OF :RlmAL CREDITS. 

Mr. SHEPPARD. Mr. President, I gave notice a few days 
ago that to-day I would discuss the landschaft system of rural 
credits. I think that while we are engaged in the neces ary 
preparation for an adequate Army and Navy we should not 
overlook the fact that the most permanent and important form 
of prepar-edness lies in a prosperou.s and independent agricul~ 
ture, and that a proper system of rural credits is, after nll, of 
the first importance. 

The Nation's greatest asset is the soil. The chief · necessity, 
of its cOID})lex economic life is credit. The ba is of credit is a 
promise to pay. Much ~f a natioa"s progress is measur d by, 
the rapidity with which written evidences of promises to pay 
circulate as a substitute for metallic money and the soundne s of 
the security for such substitute. The supply of metallic money 
is limited, and if it had to be exchanged with .every transnetion, 
civilization would be far less advaneed. Indeed, our pre ·ent 
state of material advancement would be unthinkable. The up
.PlY of credit is limited only by tl1e extent to w'llich promise to 
pay are based on accepted security and are used to discharge 
human obligations. 

lt "follows, therefore, that the sounder the security the wi~er 
will be the -use of the credit instrument it supports, the lower 
will be the interest price of the capital it commands, ancl the 
greater will be the impetus to ·ci:vilization, to the progress, tlie 
happiness, and the prosperity of the masses. 
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Now, what sounder -and more permanent security may l)~ 

imagined than cultivated soil, the source of human subsistenc~? 
The existence of earth's increasing millions is related _tlirectly 
to the land, from which they must be fed and clothed, nnd ·aS 
long as humanity flourishes the soil will have a value 1ilat can 
not be taken away, a value that must grow with the multiplica
tion of the race. And yet in the United States the owners fin:d 
workers of the soil must pay a higher interest rate than ·all 
others for credit with which to keep in motion the machin~y 9f 
production that the world may live. As to the great majority 
of these owners and workers, their promises to pay at present 
command the leffSt financial regard, and have practically no 

. standing as circulating instruments of .credit. 
It so happens, however, that in a wonderful counh·y beyond 

the Atlantic, a country in many respects the most ~·emarkab1e 
in the world, the land, its greatest asset, has been made the 
basis of one of the most stable and most beneficent credit instru
ments on ·earth. I allude to Germany and the landscbaft bond. 
Strange to say, as long ago as 147 years Prussia began a system 
which made the land the basis of permanent credit, a security 
for the farmer's promise to _pay which he could exchange for 
money in the open market at the lowest rate, without the inter
vention of the profit bank, and which brought him economic in
<lependence, lasting prosperity. It is not surprising that Ger
many displays an internal vitality to-day that astounds the 
worl<l, a vitality resulting largely from the fact that 86.1 -per 
cent -of German farms are worked by their owners. On the 
tomb of Frederick the Great one word could be inscribed that 
would mean more than Hennersdorf and Rossbach, than all his . 
other achievements in court or camp. -and that word is "Land
schaft." He organized the first landschaft in 1769A Re ob
tained the idea from a Berlin .merchant, Buring, and £m·ing 
ought to have a monument by the side of Frederick'-s. 

The landschaft .was little less than n miracle of finance. rr.t 
touched the land and the land was .gold. Landschaft means 
land district. It is an incorporated body of borrowin_g 'farmers 
in a given district, and its essence is the exchange of the mort
gage of the individual member for the .society's collective bond 
and the sale of the bond without further guaranty. It collects 
annual or semiannual interest and amortiZation payments, dis
tributed over a long term of years, on practically the same prin
ciple on which the .interest and sinking-fund 'Payments are eol
lected in American school and drainage dis.tric.ts. There ,are 
25 of these societies in 'Germany to-day, .and theh· bonds ID"e 
surviving the shock of the most terrific ;war of nma The initial 
landschaft, founded by Frederick the Great in :17-69, is stiTI in 
successful operation. These societies had in circulation in 119.09 
bonds of the value of .$840,000,000, carrying ·an ]noore.st rate cof 
3, 3!, and 4 per cent. These societies do not know what.failure 
means. They are so operated that they can not faiL They .are 
ba-sed on .a value that can not fail--ll::he v_alue attaching i:o the 
source and means of human £ubsistence. As lang as h111Ila:nity 
exists upon the products of the .soil that value .must -exist. The 
landschaft has solved the problem of finding and preserving :that 
value. The borrowing power represents ·as high as £0 per cent 
of the productiye value of the lll.nd. Speculative -valne is not 
considered. 

The landschaft has no capital stock, no shares, -no dividends. 
Its loans run from 45 to 54 and 75 years, and eaCh payment 
has an amortization featm·e. Its ,prin.eipal fea....+ures .arE: (1) 
rigid "government -superyision; (2) .reliable appraisal; {3) .sum
mary foreclosure and administration; (4) collective liability.; 
(5) land .titles without tbe possibility of question; •(6) ·partici
pation by bonowers in the management; (7) .nominal ~ense 
of management. · 

A joint-.stock, profit bank is no part of a genuine, land-credit 
system. If the bank .takes a .mortgttge, bases .a bond on it, _and 
sells the bond under its own guaranty, the expense of maintain
ing the bank with its salaries, equipment, ID1d dividends .comes 
out of the mortgagor. Why should this e:x;pense be ..saddled on 
the bonower when the lan<l itself under a landschaft system is 
sufficient? Land is mo1·e permanent than governments or banks. 
Under the regulations of a landschaft it is, in the long run, ·a. 
better security than Government bonds. On more than one 
occasion landschaft bonds have Bold a.t higher figures 'tban :the 
bonds of the Imperial German Government. They are hqlqmg 
their own dm·ing the present war. They mobilize the land ln 
such way as to make it n liquid, realizable asset without ±he 
necessity of the intervention of a bank. Then why .have a bank? 

But, it may be asked, what is the lowest market .rate tor 
money in .the United States? Practieally $4,000,000,000 axe 
lent to savings banks in this ·country .at less than 4 ·per ceni:. 
New England depositors have loaned them over . .a billion and .a 
llalf <lollars ut 2.9 ;per cent; New York depositors, ne:Jr;. a billion 
and three-quarters at .3.7.5 per :cent. Lo.ok .at the . oad ;8Jld 

xpunictpal bonds and 9b~ve the billions lent on long time at 
4 and 5 per cent. ~.be sixty-fqur billions represented by the 
capital of all corporations doing business in thls country in 1914 
brought a net average i·eturn of only 4.3 per cent. Insurance 
actuaries base all 1;he'ir calculations on the assumption that 4 
per cent is the highest average income money may ·permanently 
bring. 

Do you say t:P,at money is not available for loans running 40, 
50, or 75 years? The insurance companies are always hunting 
for safe investments of this kind, and so are those who wish to 
leave their funds to their cl:!ildren, or for benevolent purposes, 
in the s!lfest and most ~asting form. The banks are looking 
for securities that may be readily .cashed in the open market . 
Ip. Germany the landschaft bond circulates in the business world 
Ilke a Government bond, note, or coin of the realm, and com
mands instant negotiabilicy. In the bill I have introdu-ced for 
a landschaft system in the United States I have deemed it best 
to limit the maximum life of landschaft bonds to 50 years, as I 
believe that period sufficiently long for all practical purpose.<>. 

.Do you say that what German farmers have been doing for .n 
~tnry a~ f\. half we can not do? Has not the ·son that up
ports ~OO,QOO,OOO people a permanent value, a -value that must 
grow as these millions multiply '1 May we not devise a co
op_t:rrative, _nonpr.ofit sy.stem of :ascertaining the exact producth·e 
v1Uue of this land .and base .sonnd securities on it, representing 
50 or 60 per cent of that -:valne, especially when Germany's record 
of 147 y.ears is before .us? 

The population of some 1and.sClmft districts .in ·Germany runs 
from 500,000 -to 7,000,000; lh..e nmnber of acres from 3,000,000 
to ~8,000,000, in round .figures. 

The landsehaft bond is a charge against no particular parcel 
of land, but against -the society in general, with the pTivilege of 
e.xerdsing, :if necessary, all its .rights against individual member!": 
and their Jands. .The remedy of n creditor is the right to compel 
the exe1·ctse of the la.ndschaft's power of assessment, and not a 
suit· against the .individnallandowner. 

I notice that almost universal -error prevails in this country 
as to the character of the liability .of the members of the 1and
schaft. It is generally supposed that each member is unlimit
edly and personally responsible for an of the obligati{}nS of the 
lrrndschaft. That is no more true thnn it is true in the case of a 
landowner in _a school district or in a drainage district. The lia
bility is merely a collective lia.bility subject to the right of the 
central authorities to levy the n~ce sru·y .annual asses. ments for 
interest and sinking-fund payments. 

I wisl1 to direct especial attention i;o this widely misunderstood 
feature of the Jandschaft-the feature of co1lectiYe liability. In 
reality tl1ere is .nothing _new, :strange, or untried about "this fen
ture to -the American farmer . . It ts practicaUy the same kind 
of mutual, cOllective liability that obtains in the A.merierrn scheol, 
drainage, and other improvement districts. • 

[.et us consider, for e-xample, the ·school-district law af Texas. 
It .has the following _provision as to liability : 

When the commissioner's court hall provide i()r"f:he issuance o'f bonds, 
and each -year thereafter so long as the bonds or .any of them are {)_ut
standing, said eoud shall levy -a tax "Dot to exceed 25 cents {)U the '$1:00 
valuation of taxable property of the illstrict, sufficient to pay interest on 
tiM! bonds and to -produce a sinking fund whi<.'h, together witb the interes t 
ther{'on when placed :at :interest, shall be sufficient to J)ay tlle. prlncipa.l 
o.f the .bands at .maturity. • • • After ..said bonds hav.e been i.ssne!l 
and .sold ·and s.aid ·tax 'levied it ·shall not be lawfiil to hold .an election to 
detern1ine whether or not said -tn.-x shall be .dlscontlnued or lowered until 
tbe bonds with mte.rest thereon have been paid, nor ca-n the limits or 
boundaries of -the district .bP changed. 

The drainage-district law of Texas is as follows in this re
gard: 

Whenever any mxch dlstrict-draina_ge bonds shall nave been issu eu, 
the commissioners shall levy and eause to be <assesse« and cellect N1 
improvement taxes upo"D all property, -whether real, -versonn1. mixed, .or 
otherwise, sultject to taxation within the limit of such district, and 
sufficient tp amount to _pay the interest .on such bonds with an ad<ll· 
tiona! amount to :00 plaeed in a sinking fund, sufficient to iliscll1lrge 
and -:redeem said bonus at their maturity. 

So the landsehaft, O"I' lan<l di:strict, applies practically the 
s,nme principle of liability already applied in the United Stutes 
by .the school district, the drainage and improvement districts. 

In ..:fact, the land~dlstrict -system is less rigorous as to liabil
ity than ~re some .o~ the State laws as to school or drainage dis
tricts in this .country. Jt is-my information that in some States 
a bondholder may sue any landowner within a school district 
and subject ills -entire ~property to the payment of the bond. 
All that the holder of a landschaft bond ean do is to invoke 
the landschaft's right of _proportionate assessment against all 
the lands in the·landschaft. 

In ..still anothei' respect the land district, or landsehaft, is 
less :rigorom; than the school ..or drainage district. In the latter 
two all the andowners in a district may 'be compelled to join 
ana all the land "Subjected to taxation if a certain 'Proportion 
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of the resident landowners so '\'"Ote. in the former membership 
is entirely voluntary. 

Surely. a system like this is entitled to serious study. 
American school, (]rainage, and other improvement districts 

are obtaining money to-day by virtue of a principle of opera
tion strikingly similar to that of the landschaft, at rates under 
4 and 5 per cent. Current quotations Bhow offerings of the 
bonds of such districts as follows: 

Detroit
1 

Mich., school ........................... . 
MilwaUKee, Wis., schooL. ....................... . 
Taunton, Mass., sewer .......................... . 
Aberdeen, S.Dak., school. ...................... . 
Kaw Valley, Kans., drainage .................... . 
Jacksonville, Fla., sewer ........................ . 
Long Beach1 CaL, sewer ......................... . 
Dayton., Ohio, public improvement ............. . 
Detroit, Mich., sewers ... ·- ... ....... ......•...... 
Shrevll,p<lrt, La., waterworks and sewers ......... . 

Rate. Maturity. 

4 Apr. 2, 19"24 
4i Jan. 1,1926 
3! June 1, 1932 
4} Feb. 1, 1930 
4! July 1,1936 
5 Nov. 1,1945 
5 Serial,l923-52 
1! Mar .1,1926-46 
• July 1, 1944 
4i July1,1939-5t 

Yield. 

3.85 
3.90 
3.90 
4.30 
4. 42 
4.15 
4. 40 
3.95 
3.85 
4.30 

If the farm-mortgage bond is to find universal and unques
tioned acceptance in the United States, there must be universal 
faith in the method and management of the landschaft. The 
investrng public must have easy opportunity to know and under
stand its working. Manifestly, therefore, there must be in the 
United States a Federal head for the landschaft system and a 
uniform basis of operation throughout the Nation. To have 
each of the 48 States form a landschaft or landschafts of its 
own without a directing Federal center is to deprive the bond 
of instant and general negotiability. A uniform, accurate, and 
modern system of title registration is essential throughout the 
country. This is also essential if the mortgage-bank proposal 
of the .Joint Committee on Rural Credit is to work satisfactorily 
and generally. And yet the Senator from Florida [Mr. 
FLil.'TCHER], in a recent speech in the Senate in defense of the 
joint-committee bill, the so-called Hollis-Moss bill, said that the 
landschaft system would never be workable because of our 
various State laws respecting registration of title, homestead 
exemptions, foreclosure proceedings, right of redemption, and 
the like, which he aid no Federal law could change. 

The land-bank bill prepared by the .Joint Committee on Rural 
Credit, the Hollis-Moss bill, has the following to say in this 
connection: · 

SEc. 32. That it shall be the duty of the farm-loan commissioner to 
make examination of the laws of every State of the United States 
anu to inform the Federal farm-loan board as rapidly as may be 
whether in his judgment the laws of each State relating to the con
veying and recording of land titles, and the foreclosure of mortgages 
or other instruments securing loans, as well as providing homestead 
and other exemptions and granting the power to waive such ex
emptions as respects first mortgages, are such as to assure the holder 
thereof adequate safeguards against loss in the event of default on 
loans secured by nny such mortgages. 

ren<ling the making of such examination in the case of any State, 
the Federal farm-loan board may declare first mortgages on farm lands 
situated within such State ineligible as the basis for an issue of farm
loan bonds; and if said examination shall show that the laws of any 
such State afford insufficient protection to the holder of first mort
gages of the kinds provided in this act, the said Federal farm-loan 
board may declare said first mortgages on land situated in such State 
ineligible dru·ing the continuance of the laws in question. In making 
his examination of the laws of the several States and forming his con
clusions thereon, said farm-loan commissioner may call upon the office 
of the Attorney General of the United States for any needed legal 
advice or assistance, or may employ special counsel in any State where 
he considers such action necessary. 

At the request of the executive of any State, the Federal farm-loan 
board shall prepare a statement setting forth in what respects the re
quirements of said board can not be complied with under the existing 
laws of such State. 

It is evident that this section of the Hollis-Moss bill is framed 
in an endeavor to remove the very difficulties which the Senator 
from Florida said would confront the landschaft system. As a 
matter of fact, these obstacles are as much in the way of the 
land-bank system of the joint committee as they are in the way 
of the landschaft proposal. Indeed, they are less in the way of 
the latter, because it is possible to have a landschaft in a State 
without changing the language of the constitutional homestead 
exemption: All that is necessary is to amend the section of the 
State constitution authorizing school or drainage or other iln~ 
pro'\'"ement districts by adding a provision for land districts, 
with power in certain authorities to levy the necessary assess
ments in the shape of taxes. On the other hand, it is a fact, 
much to be regretted, that the homestead exemption in some 
States is an impassable barrier to the general operation of the 
Hollis land-bank bill, or any other land-bank proposition, with
out a constitutional amendment, almost impossible to secure. 

The Senator from Florida [Mr. FLETCHER] made another as
sertion r egarding the landschaft which was s'till more amazing. 
He said that the power of foreclosure without resort to the 
courts, a power essential to the highest effectiveness of the 

landschaft, but no more indispensable to it tllan to a d1·ainage 
or school district, could not be exercised in this country without 
changing many State constitutions and the real estate mortgage 
laws of the States, and he added that we in this generation 
would never live to see the day when such a system could be 
established in the Uniteu States. And yet, 1\Ir. President, it is 
a fact of common knowledge t.hat in most of the States of the 
Republic to-day real estate mortgages may contain perfectly 
legal clauses enabling the mortgagee to enter upon, take, and 
sell the mortgaged land, without resort to a court, in the event 
of a default. In that monumental legal work, the Cyclopedia of 
Law, volume 26, page 1449, we find the following language: 

A power of sale in a mortgage or deed of trust, when · properly <:xer
cised, enables the party in interest to effect a complete foreclosure of 
the mortgage by entirely ex parte proceedings, without submitting his · 
rights to a court of law or equity and without invoki.ng the aid of 
such a court. 

Mr. SMOOT. Mr. President, that is such a remarkable state
ment, this being the first time I ever heard it made, that I 
should like to ask the Senator from Texas in what State such 
proceedings could take place? 

1\fr. SHEPPARD. As I understand, in most of the State . 
I am quoting from the Cyclopedia of Law, one of the best com
pilations of existing legal knowledge. I was quoting from that 
publication when the Senator interrupted me. Let me conclude 
the quotation. 
. Mr. SMOOT. Certainly. 

Mr. SHEPPARD. And for the Senator's benefit I want to 
repeat what I have read, because it is not generally knon.-n. It 
is supposed by some that the foreclosure of a mortgage requires 
certain court proceedings in all cases, and this has been suvpoEed 
to be one of the barriers against the successful operation of the 
landschaft system. Now, let me repeat the quotation. 

Mr. TOWNSEND. Mr. President, may I ask the Senator, 
when he is doing that, also to explain how that is accompli. hed 
·and how the mortgagee takes possession of the property? 

Mr. SHEPPARD. Let me finish the quotation. It is as 
follows: 

A power of sale in a mortgage or deed of trust, when properly exer
cised, enables the party in interest to effect a complete foreclosure of 
the mortgage IJy entirely ex parte proceedings, without submitllng his 
rights to a court of law or equity and without invoking the aid of such 
a court. 

A power of sale in a mortgage or deed of b·ust, authorizing fore
closure by advertisement and sale without resort to the courts, is not 
contrary to public policy or the policy of the law, but, on the contrary, 
is perfectly legal and valid, except in a few States where the States 
expressly forbid the exercise of such powers and require all foreclosures 
to be effected by judicial proceedings. 

S.urely, it will be a comparatively easy task to have the few 
States which do not now provide for summary foreclosures 
make such changes as will permit it, if it should be deemed es. en
tia!. 

Mr. Sl\fOOT. Mr. President, if the Senator will yield to me 
for a moment, has the Senator looked up the facts in the mat
ter and does he believe that that statement is a correct statement 
of conditions gene1·ally in the States? 

Mr. SHEPPARD. I certainly do; yes, sir. 
l\Ir. Sl\IOOT. Does the Senator know how the title is se

cured by the man foreclosing the mortgage in the absence of 
court proceedings? 

:Mr. SHEPPARD. That is effectuated by certain advertise
ments being prepared and attached to the courthouse door or 
some other public place or placed in the pre s. After publica
tion for a given length of time the party has a right to enter 
upon the land and sell it or reduce it to his own possession. 

Mr. SMOOT. I would consider such a title very defective. 
l\Ir: TOWNSEND. Mr. President, I think the Senator from 

Texas is correct about that. In most of the State , at least 
in 1\lichigan, there are two provisions for mortgage foreclosure, 
one statutory and one in chancery. The statutory foreclosure 
statute provides that when there is default made, by certain 
advertisements in the press for a given length of time a sale 
can be made, .but the mortgagee can not take po se sion of the 
property until a fixed statutory period has elap ed, during which 
time the mortgagor or his assigns have a right to redeem by 
paying the costs and the mortgage and intere t up to <late of 
redemption. I have not followed the enactments of the Michi
gan Legislature during the last dozen year a closely as I 
ought to have done perhaps, and it is possible that some changes 
in our statutes relative to mortgage foreclo ures have been 
made; but what I have stated above was true when I was in 
the active practice of law. 

1\lr. Sl\IOO·T. I should like to ask the Senator another que. -
tion. How does the person foreclosing the mortgage in the way 
suggested by the Senator get possession of the property? 

Mr. TOWNSEND. He can take possession under the stat
utes. He places the writ in the hands of the sheriff, and can 

. 
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be put in possession, although I wish to -say to the Senator-! 
do not know whether his inquiry goes as far as that-that even
tually, if there is ~·esistance to his taking possession, court pro
ceedings would be requit:ed. 

1\'lr. SHEPPARD. Exactly. That :wonld be unavoidable, and 
it would no more affect the success of the landschaft bond than 
the success of the school bond or · the drainage bond. Of course, 
as I have said here, I do not consider the summary _foreclosure 
power absolutely indispensable to the operation .of the land
schaft, although it would be necessary to the highest effective
ness of .any system of rnral credits based on land. Even if it 
were in force, it would not ordinarily be exercised. 

J\Ir. SIMMONS. Mr. President, I think the authorities cited 
by the Senator from Texas state the law ~ccurately, at least 
as it exists in many of the States of the Union, certainly in 
my State, and I think in most -of the Southern States. 

The statutory law in most of these States provides for sum
mary f-oreclosure under the terms of the mortgage, ;and if i:here 
is default the property may be advertised for a gi-ven _len.gth of 
time and ·sold. Tbe pnrcbaser at the .sale acquires ..the title; 
and, theref-ore, ·when the Senator says that the -title can be 
..acquired through the exercise of -this .statutory power :Of ·sale, 
he is absolutely correct, It is not necessary to resort -t-o the 
court of equity in such States :in -order to .secure tr.a.nsfer of 
title; but even in such :States 1t wo1:tld be necessary to invoke 
the -process of :the cour:t for "the ·purpose of getting ·possession 
of the property in .case -of resistance "by the -mortgagol'. 

Mr. SHEPPARD. I think .that is entirely true. 
l1r. SIMMONS, Yes; I think that is the law. In my .State 

the mortgagee may .become entitled, even before there is default, 
to the possession. ' Tha:t power, :however, i:s very r:u·ely exer~ 
ci.sed, and the mortgagor is 'Permitted to -remain in possession 
un.til there is defa.llit ·and until there is .a foreclosure -proceed
ing under the "powers contained in the mortgage or by the 
court. 

I think .±he real difficulty is that pointed out by the "Senator 
from l\lichigan in his inquiry as to bow the purchaser W.Q.Uld 
get possession, .after he had acquired title, ··without going into 
court. 

Mr. SHEPPARD. But the same objection would be .:an -ob
stacle in the way of any land-:er:.edit :System, and ci think it 
could be avoided or l()Vercome. 

.Mr. SIMMONS. Undoubtedly. 
1\ir . .l\1cOUl\'lBER. ~ir. Preside:n:t--
Mr. SHEPPARD. I yield to the ·Senntor fr.om .Jor.th Dakota. 
.Mr. McCUMBER. .I .should like :to suggest to the Senator 

that I do not think we need have any .fear in the matter .of !Ob
taining title or, poss~.ion. This statutory m-e:thod .of.foreclosu1·e 
by advertisement is the common method in most o.f the States; 
and, if the procedure is r~gular, at the expiration of one year 
a deed will .i£sue, and that entitles the ·purchaser t.o immedi.ate 
possession. In most States be will not .have any right of j_)O.s
session until the year of redemption .has expired; .and :no one 
wou1d attempt to prevent his possession or possessOt'Y Tjgh± 
after obtaining his sheriff's .deed, or 1:.he deed that f-ollows ;a 
foreclosure, unless the1·e wa.s irregularity _in .the proceedin_gs# 
It is the usual method adopted. 

1\lr. SHEEPARD. The :Senator d.s right. 
The next question :is ho\v .may control be centered in n. F.eder.al 

body, and how :may a JIDiform system :reach all the States? 'Tbe 
bill I have intr-oduced provides that Dongress -shall ..organize a 
national :rural-eredit institute whose original jurisdi-ction shall 
be the District of Columbia and the territory subject to ·file 
direct sovereignty of the United .States, and w.ho:se fir.st 'Purpose 
is the establishment of lan.dschaft la:ws in such jurisdi.ction. 
The power of Congress -to do -this can not be questioned. "The 
institute is composed of seven members, and is a body corporate 
with nsual corporate powers. The members are to be farmers 
and rurnl~credit experts. They are to be -paid by the Govern
ment .and are to be impartial umpires between the societies and 
the investing public. 

They are to d-evise model charters and by-1aws for local units 
o:r ehupters, known .a.s landschafts, in the District of Columbia, 
aml so forth. They are to recommend to Congress -such land 
and mortgage laws as would be essential to the successful opera
tion of ·a landschaft in the District of Columbia, antl so forth. 
The accomplislnnent of · this much would he worth the expense 
of .organizing the institute and providing it w"ith the means o~ 
investigation and .study. With model charters and model 1aws 
in the District of Columbia, and so forth, the -Bystem would be 
made plain to the .American people. It would not be necessary 
for the l:andschaft to be ·actually organized in the District, but 
the value -of the"J)1·oceeding would"lie in the adoption by Congress 
o~ certain laws f.or the District that would provide a model .sys
tem as an example for the £Onn.try. 

Mr. TOWNSE~TD. 'Mr. "President, may I .ask the Senator 
whether this bill is intended to cover mortgages on other than 
farm lands? · 

Mr. SHEP-PARD. l:t is not. 
Mr. TOWNSEND. How would 1t be operati-ve in the District 

of Columbia, then? 
Mr. SHEPPARD. ·r have just said it would not ~ctually 

operate in the · District, but that we could at least have here 
the necessary land laws and organization laws for a model land· 
schaft for the information of the rest of the country. 

Furthermore, the institute is authorized to apply to the States 
for permission to conduct its business of operating landschafts 
within their borders. 'Here we are well within the limit of 
precedent and authority. -Many ,corporations organized in the 
District of Colnmbia are admitted to do business in the States 
under the le.ws <>f the original charter and with governing bead
quarters .at -washington. 1f a State admits the national rural 
credits institute to operate within its bortlers, that State puts 
upon the institute th-e stamp <>f its own sovereignty "3.nd clothes 
it with power to act. My bill provides, however, that the in
stitute shall -enter .only such States as have adopted sucb lm~ 
as will make a landschaft system feasible. Establish this in
stitute in the District of Columbia, equip it with necessary 
means, let it -demonstrate ex-actly what a landschaft .is and what 
it signifies, what land and .mortgage laws are n-eeded i:o .make it 
feasible, and the people will take up the cause. No obstacle 
should .be a11o-wed to standJin the way. I -shall not go further 
into detail -at this time. I append -a copy of my bill to these 
remarks. Do you ask, Will the landschaft work'/ I say it 
has -~vorked and will work, beeause it rests on scientific 11nd ever
lasting principles. 'Let ·this be remembered : The earliest hour 
.at which pure, cooperative land credit, land -credit at -practical 
cost, land credit in the cheapest form, may be obtained in the 
United States is the hour at which the landsehaft principle finds 
adoption. · 

The next cheapest form of land credit is where the Govern
ment itself provides the capita1 f-or a land-mortgage bank, 'Selects 
iU; officers, .Superintends its oper-ations, gu:n·antees its lia
bilities. "This institution issues Government-_guaranteed bonds 
basell on land mortgages, and the rate of interest on the mort
g-ag~s is, .as a rule, no mo:re than 'is sufficient to pay the interest 
<.-arried by th~ ·bonds ru1d the expense of opet·ating the bank. 
When any surplns remains it is either paid into the Government 
treasury or .(:leToted to public wor-ks. There are 16 .of these 
banks in Germany. They are created by the States or Prov
inces and not by the federal Government. They had loans out· 
standing on mortgage security in 1909 of nearly $250,000,000. 
It is a fair estimate that more than half of this amount 'WilS lent 
on 'farm mortgages, the remainder on urb-an. 
~twill be seen that the -Government mo-rtgage-bank system is 

used to a mueh less extent in Germany than the landscha.ft 
system, which had loans outstanding in .1909 of ' $850,()()(),000. 
The experience of Germany is worthy _of exceptional atten
t-ion, oeeause -Germany h-as carried rural credit to a Jligher 
degree of practical success than any other country ln the world. 

.Mr. J. ~t. Cahill, the eminent English student of r:ural credit, 
has the following to say regarding th-e Government mortgage 
bank, the private, 'joint-stock land bank, and the landschaft 
system ·a.s he -saw them operating -sitle by .side in ·Germany: 

Not aiming at profits be_yond the payment of expenses, although, in 
fact, ~on£iderab1e sums are usually aU.ocated to public purposes as the 
result of their operatiO'II.S, tbey (the G-overnment mortgage banks) 
grant loans more ch-eaply than the joint-stock mortgage banks. The 
major1ty of the latter do not .find it profitable ·to lend -at all upon small 
properties, and other .institutions which -possess tbe ·advantage of being 
ac.cess1Ule fo.r 1>mall farmers without _i:Dcur.r;ing expense, namely, the 
public savings banks, not only cha-rge .higher .raU>s but -may grn.nt only 
loans subject to recall, and only agree to gradual amortization for a 
lim.it~d 'POrtion of theil' loans. Certain drawbacks are associated with 
the management and the control of the banks now being ..considered 
by the State -or public assemblies of districts or Provinces.. Thus the 
necessity of obtaining the sanction of a representative assembly for 
changing the rat~ .of interest payable on bonds or chargeable on loans, 
the strict .adherence to f.o.rrual rules (e. g., . as regards lending over 
50 or -other per cen.t of the assessed v.alue), for whose alteration ,simi
lar authority is .required, may often prove disadvantageous in p1·actice. 
Oth-er drawbacks inseparable in the popula-r mind from official .admin
icstr.ation are also -.imputed eto them; .anti of aourse it can not be gain~ 
said they .do not possess the great merlt of the mortgage-credit associ
ations, namely, the merit of being organizations of landowners gov
erned by landowners which confine their business ·to rural mortgages, 
and are better able to take in consideration all the conditions in arriv
~g at their decisions. 

Let us here note the fact that the joint-stock mortgage banks 
of Germany nave little to do with fa1·m mortgages when we 
consider their total volume of business. Of their nearly three 
billions o"f -outstanding mortgage loans in 1911, only -about 6 
per eent, .or -$160,()()(),000, represented farm loans. · · 

The joint committee on rural credit, a-uthorized by the Sixty
third Congress, has reported a bill establishing a land-bank 
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system, consisting of 12 Federal land banks under the super
vision of a Federal farm-loan board at WasWngton. Each bank 
is to have a capital of not less than $500,000, and loans are 
maue to farmer _borrowers through local associations of at. least 
10 members, with limited or unlimited liability. Each borrower 
must take stock in the local association to the extent of 5 per 
cent of the face of his loan, and the association subscribes that 
much to the stock of the land bank of the district in which the 

·association is located. The banks issue bonds based on the mort-
gages as collateral security, and the loans run from 5 to 36 
years, the semiannual interest payments of the borrower cov
ering amortization. Behind each bond is the secm·ity of all the 
mortgages held by the land bank, and each bond is guaranteed 
by all the land banks, jointly and severally, as well as by a 
farm-loan association. The interest rate paid by the borrower 
must not be more than 1 per cent higher than the interest due 
on the bonds and must not exceed the rate of 5 per cent. The 
bonds are to be exempt from Federal, State, and local taxation. 

The capital stock of a Federa\ land bank may be subscribed 
for and held by any individual, firm, corporation, national farm
loan association, or the Government of any State or of the 
United States. The bank does not become permanently oper
ative, however, until at least $100,000 of stock shall have been 
subscribed by the farm-loan associations. Stock not subscribed 
for within 90 days after books are open is to be subscribed by 
the Federal Government, such stock to be retired as subscrip
tions come in from other sources. Six of the nine directors of 
the bank are to be chosen by farm-lo~n associations and the 
remaining ·three by the Federal farm-loan board. 

The fact that owners of stock outside of the farm-loan asso
ciation will have no voice in the management makes it prac
tically certain that little capital will be subscribed by indi
viduals, firms, or corporations. The stock will be subscribed 
principally by the local associations and the Government, and, 
ultimately, after the Government stock is retired, by the asso
ciations altogether. If this Federal land-bank proposition finds 
anything like general acceptance among our 6,000,000 farmers, it 
will mean the formation· of hundreds and thousands of local 
associations, each with different sets of appraisers, other officials, 
and so forth, in addition to the appraisers, officials, and so forth, 
of each Federal land bank and also of the Federal farm-loan 
board. It may well be asked why such elaborate and expensive 
machinery is necessary when the land itself, under the land
schaft system, furnishes adequate security without the inter
vention of a bank or subscription of capita.l, and with a far 
smaller number of associations, associations whose minimum 
membership, if we consider the example of Germany, would be 
in the neighborhood of half a milli-on farmers. 

In the landschaft system the liability of members would not 
extend beyond the landschaft in which they were borrowers. 
The bill of the joint committee makes the local associations 
responsible to the extent of their stock in a land bank for the 
obligations of every other land bank in the United Sta.tes. 

The land banks of the joint committee bill may make mortgage 
loans for the following purposes and no other: (1) To provide 
for the purchase of a farm home; (2) for the purchase of 
equipment, fertilizers, and live stock necessary for the proper 
and reasonable operation of the farm; (3) for buildings and 
for the improvement of farm lands; ( 4) for liquidation of 
the indebtedness of the borrower existing at the time of tp.e 
organization of the farm-loan association or subsequently in
curred for the purposes above mentioned. In the landschaft 
no questions are asked as to the disposition of the money 
loaned, the principal obligations resting on the borrower being 
that he shall make interest and amortization payments promptly 
and keep his land from deteriorating. · 

:Mr. McCUMBER. Mr. ·President, may I ask the Senator · a 
question right there? 

1\Ir. SHEPPARD. Certainly; I yield to the Senator. 
1\Ir. McCUMBER. What provision has been made in the 

bill which has been introduced by the joint committee to com
pel obedience to the requirements of the bill in the expendi
ture of this money? Suppose a loan is made, and it is declared 
that the loan is made for the purpose of purchasing cattle and 
horses and machinery, or to pay a portion of the cost of the 
land. What provision is made to compel the expenditure along 
that line? Is it not a fact that after the money has been· paid 
over to the farmer he can use it as he sees fit, so far as the 
bill is concerned? · 

1\fr. SHEPPARD. The distinguished coauthor of the bill 
is here. I will ask him to answer the question. 

1\fr. HOLLIS. Mr. President, it does not seem to me desir
able at this time to engage in a general discussion of the rural
credits bill. I think it will be up before the session closes, 
and then I shall be very glad to explain it. I would rather not 

precipitate a discussion at this time. I will say, however, in 
answer to the distinguished Senator from North Dakota that 
if the money borrowed is devoted to any other pm·pose than 
that to which the borrower pledges himself to devote it, the 
mortgage thereupon becomes in default, an<l nmy be foreclosed. 

l\1r. SHEPPARD. I am under many obligations to the Sen~ 
ator from New Hampshire for answering that question. 

It should be noted that some of the purpo es to which loans 
are restricted in the land-bank system, such as live stock, tools; 
and so forth, do not properly belong to the domain of long
term mortgage credit, but rather to that of short-term, per~ 
sonal, current credit. 

Again, I ask why should we wander into an unknown and 
untried field when an example lies before us, sustained and vin~ 
dica.ted by the experience of 147 years, especially when a similar 
clarification of recording systems and land laws throughout the 
country is essential to both methods? 

Let me say here that the joint committee bill also provides 
for the organization of a private, joint-stock mortgage bank 
conducted for profit, with stock subscribed by private parties, 
and with power to lend on ·mortgages to individual farmers. 

The able gentlemen who compose the joint committee have 
labored in t.his matter .with unusual earnestness and zeal. They 
have advanced what they believe to be a solution, in part at 
least, of the problem of land credit in the United States. With
out offering any criticism of the faithful work of the joint com
mittee, I express it as my personal conviction that they have 
erected an unnecessary banking superstructure on a foundation 
of land-mortgage societies which, properly organized, would be 
sufficient of themselves.· What would be thought of n propo ul 
that the · Pennsylvania Railroad Co. establish and equip with 
its own capital a bank for the purpose .of guaranteeing and 
selling the comp.any's bonds? A land district, properly organized 
and operated, needs no bank to guarantee it. Suppose it sllould 
be suggested that the land owners in the school districts of the 
United States take stock in a bank for the purpose of guar·an
teeing and selling their bonds · and become responsible for a 
number of similar banks throughout the country before they 
could borrow money for school purposes. Would any school 
district be organized? 

The bill of the joint committee and the landschaft bill whicl1 I 
shall append hereto are intended to provide the farmer with 
capital for permanent improvements and represent what is 
known as long-term mortgage credit. The other fundamental 
need of the farmer is for capital with which to finance the 
-current processes of production, and is covered by what is known 
as short-term personal credit. 

The joint committee has presented no bill on this latter phase 
of rural credit, but has asked for further time in order to con
sider a suitable measure. I have introduced a bill along this 
last-mentioned line-a bill embodying most of the principles 
taught by Raifl'eisen, the great teacher and philosopher of this 
kind of credit, a bill which will have the effect of reducing 
interest rates on loans for current farm processes to the lowest 
practicable point. I shall probably discuss this bill at a later 
time. It enables farmers in a given district to organize a 
rural national bank with a capital as small as $500, with privi
leges of existing national banks, such as ·exchange of bonds for 
circulating notes, rediscount for suitable paper, Federal super
vision, examination, and so forth. Let me say in this connec
tion, that the thousands of Raiffeisen rural banks in Germany, 
with an average capital of $400 each, lent to German farmers in 
1912 about $500,000,000 at 3 and 4 per cent, and on such time 
as enabled the agricultural processes for which the ILoney 
was lent to complete themselves and reimburse the rural banks. 

Mr. President, the landschaft or land district system is the 
safest, most scientific, most practicable, and most effective sys
tem of land credit in existence. It obtains credit for the far·mer 
at the lowest market rate and the lowest expense. In my 
judgment, this Congress will neglect the supreme opportunity 
and most urgent need of the hour, if it does .not at least provide 
for the establishment of a model landschaft law for the Dis
trict of Columbia by experts in order that the American peo
ple may see and know exactly what it is, and for its extension 
to the States in the manner deemed most advisable. 

Let me add that my bill for a· landschaft f:ystem has been 
brought to the attention of -two of the world's best authorities 
on rural credit, · Wollemborg and Lorenzoni, both of Italy. 
Lorenzoni says that the bill is on thoroughly sound lines. 
Wollemborg's comment is as follows: 

I have read the text of this bill. I am unable to give an opinion on 
matters of detail and points of procedure as I am unacquainted with 
local conditions and with the psychology of the farming population to 
whom the measure is to apply. 

I can, however say that the bill is based ~m sound economic prin
ciples and faithfuhy follows the .main outlines of the landschatt system 
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of roop{!ratJve mortgage credit which has been in existence for over 150 
years in Germany, with an unbroken record of success. 

As I have already stated, in my opinion this system of long-term 
land credit is best suited to comply with the requirements of the average 
American farmE'r, tor it is suited to land-owning farmers, owning medium 
ot· large sized farms, and requiring for their further development loans 
for considerable amounts, at a low rate of interest and for a long term 
of years, to be rEpaid by gradual amortization. . . 

e LEOXE WOLLEMBORG. 

~Iy bill ( S. 3704) for a lnndschaft system now follows. I ask 
permiss ion to set out the bill in the RECORD. 

'l'he VICE PRESIDENT. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
1\lr. SHEPPARD. As here presented it contains certain 

amendments which I have added since the bill was originally in
troduced and which do not appear in the original bill. 

The bill is as follows : 
A bill to establish a landschaft system of rural credit in the United 

States. 
B e it enacted, etc., That in order to aid in effecting the pm·poses of this 

a ct the positions of Assistant Secretary of Agriculture for rural credit 
and Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for rural credit are hereby 
authorized and establisher\. 

SEc. 2. That the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of the Treas
ury, the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture for rural credit, the Assist· 
ant Secretary of the Treasury for rural credit, and three other citizens 
of the United States are hereby constituted a body corporate, to be known 
a<; the national rural credit institute, with power to operate under the 
terms hereof. and to form local units or chapters, known as landschafts, 
ir. the District of Columbia and other territory subject to the direct 
sovet·eignty of Congress and in such States of the United States as will 
admit the institute for the purpose of exercising its powers within their 
r espective limits: Pt·ovided, That said States, in the judgment of the in
stitute, shall have enacted laws of .such character as will permit the 
successful operation of a landschaft. 
· SEc. 8. That as a corporate person or body corporate the institute 
shall have power to sue and be sued, to complain and defend in any 
court of law and equity as fully as natural persons, to purchase, hold; 
a nd convey r eal estate, to make contracts, and to do all the acts and 
things essential to the purposes of this act. · 

SEc. 4. That the Assis tant Secretary of A.,<YI"iculture for rural crE>dit, 
the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for rural credit, and the three 
other members of the national rural credit institute shall be citizens 
of the United States, and shall be appointed by the President of th.~ 
"Cnited States as soon after the passage of this act as possible, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, for terms of four years, 
unless sooner removed by the President. At least four members of the 
institute, outside of the Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of 
tbe Treasury, shall have been principally engaged in farming for 10 
years prior to their appointment, and at least one member shall be an 
expert student of the subject of rural credit. 

SEc. 5. That va-::ancies shall be promptly filled by the President. who 
shall also have the power of removing any membe1· whose conduct may 
ue prejudicial to the purposes of this act. The members of the in
sti tute\ outsjde of the Secretary. of the Treasury and the Secretary of 
Agricu ture, shall give their entire time to the duties by this act im
posetl . . 

:::lEe. 6. 'Ihat members of the institute, outside of the Secretary of 
the Treasury and the Secretary of Agl'iculture, shall receive a salary 
of $7,500 per year. The Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of 
th .! Treasury shall act as chairman .of the institute alternately, in the 
order named, each serving a year at a time. 

SEc. 7. That the institute may adopt such methods of meeting and 
procedure as it may deem -advisable. It may provide for such super
Yision of landschafts as it may deem essential to their success. It 
may employ such clerical and expert a.ssistance as it may consider 
necessary, said employees to be appointed after passing examinations 
p rC'pared by the CivH Service Commission and the institute. 

SEc. 8. '!'hat the lnstltute shall organize no landschaft in the Dis
t r ic t of Colt;mbia until Congress shall have enacte(l such laws relating 
1o t itle and mortgage registration, to summary powers of foreclosure, 
ad ministration, and so forth, aud such other laws as are essential to 
the effecti ve operati on of the institute and its landschafts. Neither 
shall the institute apply for admission to enter a State until said State 
Rhal! have enacted such Jaws. The institute may make such suggestions 
to Congress and the States as it may deem proper in this connection. 
In pr'.!pa ring such suggestions it may make such study of the questions 
i nvolved as it may ueem desirable, making such expenditure for this 
purpose out of the funds at its command as it may consider proper. 
T he institut(' may also conduct a campaign of education among the 
pf'ople of a State it proposes to enter in order to familiarize them with 
the na ture and practical working of a landschaft. 

SEC. 9. That all expentlitures and other actions of the institute shall 
h<' 1let ermined by a majority vote of all its members, and expenditures 
sha ll be mnde through vouchers authorized by such majority vote and 
<·ounter signed by the chairman and one other m ember. The Secretary 
of t he Treasury shall pay from the Treasury the amounts as indicated 
:mu uirected by vonc.hers so countersigned. A majority of the members 
of the institute shall constitute a quorUID for the transaction of busi
ness. 

~Ec. 10. That the institute shall have its principal seat at Washing
ton, D. C. 

S1-:c. 11. That the institute shall have power to supervise, control, 
nnd issue charters for local units or chapters, known as landschafts, 
in the Dis trict of Columbia or elsewhere, under the conditions before 
men tioned. which charters shall contain the following requirements 
nnd such others in harmony therewith as the institute may deem 
proper : 

, F.C. 12. '.rhat a landschaft shall be composed of all farm owners 
wi th in a dt:signated di s trict who desire to secure long-term loans on 
t he secUI·ity of their farms. 

St-:c . 13 , That a district may be subdivided and resubdivided into 
lpf'ser nrcas. each with a local administration. 

SI~c . 14. That no one may join except an applicant for a loan, and 
meml.>ct·ship ceases on repayment of loan . . 

SEC. 15. TIJat the voting strength of a merri)Jer is determined by the 
number and amount of his mortgages. 

SEc. 16. 'l'bat tbe voting is done in circles in the smallest subdi
vis ions. 
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SEC. 17. That members elect the superintendents of the circles and 
also delegates to sit in convention for selecting nominees for ot1Je1· 
offices and to compose the genHal meeting. 

SEC. 18. That under the supervision of the institute the business of 
a liuldschaft shall be conducted and controlled by the directorate, the 
council of administration, and the general meeting. the duties of thc>se 
bodies to be specifically set out in the charter. 

SEC. 19. 'l'hat the directorate of a landschaft comprises a president, 
two vice presidents, an attorney, a secretary. and a treasurer. All 
officers must be members and therefore borrowers, except the attorney, 
the secretary, and treasurer, who shall be salaried officials without 
vote. The central officers are appointed by tlle institute on the nomina
tion of the members acting through delegates. 

SEC. 20. The directorate shall take such steps as in its judgment may 
be necessary to (ecure caretakers, cultivators, or managers of mort
gaged farms taken over by default. Compensation may or may not be 
allowed. 

SEc. 21. That a landschaft may issue debentures and exchange them 
for annuity contracts secured by mortgages executed by members in its 
favor on farms within its territory in consideration of loans made to 
them. 

SEc. 22. That its funds consist of a sinking fund created by repay
men ts by borrowers and used for redeeming debentures and a reserve 
accumulated from entrance fees, fines, or a portion of profits and matn· 
tatined only at a size sufficient to guard against contingencies. 

SEC. 23. That the contract between the member and the landscha!t 
is an agreement to pay an annuity to the landschaft as long as mem· 
bership continues; that is, until the loan is paid. 

SEC. 24 . That the annuity consists of the interest at the agreed rate 
and usually one-half or one-fourth of 1 per cent of the principal, both 
calculated on the full, original amount of the loan, together with a 
contribution to the expense of ' doing business. 

SEc. 25. That in addition to these charges, which are paid annually 
or semiannually, the bonower may be fined for defaults or for infrac
tion or disregard of rules and regulations, while be must faithfully per
form his duties as a member under penalty of being expelled and having 
his loan recalled. Mortgaged lands shall be inspected as often ·a51 may 
be deemed necessary by officials of the landschaft and of the institute. 
If said lands are found to have depreciated below two-thirds of their 
appmised value the landschaft shall have the right to recall a corre
sponding amount of the loan. 

SEc. 26: The borrower shall have the right to pay off the loan at any 
time he may choose before its expiration. 

SEc. 27. That a first mortgage on farm land is taken to secure the 
contract, and the amount of the loan must not exceed 50 per cent of the 
value of mortgaged property. 

SEc. 28. That the value of the land is to be based on its agricultural 
earning or producing power, and no appraiser or committee of appraisal 
shall render a final decision until after a public hearing in the vicinity 
of the land to be valued, duly advertised, at which all parties desiring to 
testify may be heard. In the notices of the hearing the appraiser or 
committee of appraisal shall state their own valuation. The directorate 
shall designate the appraiser or committee of appraisal. 

SEc. 29. That a synopsis of all hearings as to appraisal shall be filed 
with the directorate and held by them for such examination as the 
institute may desire to make before mortgage is issued. 

SEc. 30. That a.n applicant has been admitted to membership and his 
contract antl mortgage have been duly executed and approved by the 
landschaft and the institute, the landschaft gives him its own dE>llE>n
tures, after same shall have been approved · by the institute, of the same 
amount and interest rate as his boan. ·Before approving a mortgage 
the institute· shall have the right to satisfy itself through its own special 
appraisers and officers that the appraisal on which it is based is correct 
anti that all regulations have been observed, although a separate ap
praisal by the institute of each mortgage is not made imperative. All 
mortgages shall be held by the institute in the Treasury of the ,United 
States and shall not be surrendered· except as provided by this ac-t and 
regulations of the institute in harmony therewith, anu only when the 
institute is assured that the landschafts are complying fully with the 
provisions and purposes hereof. 

SEc. 31. That the borrower sells the debentures which he obtains bv 
this exchange wherever he can get the best price, or the institute mny 
maintain a selling bureau to enable him to market the debentures, in 
which event it acts merely as the seller's agent, and may charge a rom
mission. All bonds in the possession of the institute shall be kE>pt in 
the Treasury of the United States. • 

SEc. 32. That the annuities and other receipts are carried to the 
sinking fund or to the reserve immediately after they are paid by the 
borrowers. A separate account is kept in the sinking fund for each 
borrower and entries are made in it of his payments and defaults, and 
also of his portion of the profit or loss of the landschaft. When the 
balance in his favor equals the sum originallv borrowed his loan is 
considered pajd. Until this equivalent is obtained the borrower con
tinues to be indebted to the landschaft and his mortgage remains intact 
of r ecord. 

SEc. 33. That according to law the filing of the mortgage converts 
the annuity contract into a rent charge on the land, and until finally 
canceled it is notke to the world that the landschait has a valid prior 
claim on the land for whatever appears on its b'ooks against the bor
rower or his successors at law. And no landschaft shall be organized 
until the law of the jurisdiction In which it is to be located shall so 
provide. 

SEc. 34. That borrower has option to designate rate of interest, as 
well as denominations of debentures issued to him, and the interest 
rate of the debentures must correspond with that of his loan. 

SEc. 35. That debentures shall be of small as well as large denomi
nations in order to attract small investors. Rate of Interest shall be 
3, 3~. 4, and 4~ per cent. 

SEc. 36. That debentur~s specify that" interest is to be paid annually 
or semiannually, and shall run for 35, 40, or 50 years at the option of 
the borrower. or as the institute may prescribe. They do not attach 
either as a fixed or floating charge against the mortgages. They are 
acknowledgments of indebtedness of certain amounts. They are a lia
bility against the sinking fund and the members. 

SEc. 37. That accumulations in the sinking fund are not for invest
ment but for redemption of the debentures exchanged for loans. 

SEc. 38. That withdrawals from · sinking fund may be permitted after 
borrower has pmd off a certain portion of a loan. In this way the 
landschaft grants extensions. 

SEC. 3!). That borrowers may make voluntary payments to sinkin"' 
fund. Acceptance of cash or debentures of the landschaft required 



4898 ·CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SEN ATE. 1U.AnCH 27, 

when presen'ted by borrower in q>nyment of his does t;o landschaft. "By 
increasing his credit bqlance borrower pays ufr his loan in wbole or 1n 
part. · 

·~Ec . 40. That if a member defantts .he takes .away just so much 
money .available for -retiring -debentures and il:iquidatmg liabilities of 
sinking fund. 'i' be landsehaft covers tlle ilmpainnent by app:ortioning 
the loss among all members and deductin_g dt from their credit 'baiances 
in their .respect ive accounts and by the exercise of the power of pro
portionate ·assessment. The landschaf-t rma:y ha-ve the right of sum
mary toreclosure -and seizure, through proper clauses in .the mortgages 
or by -appropctate legislation. ·Only after all --remedies have been ex
hausted against a defaulting member sb:all fl:he other members lbe held 
tor any unpaid balance, unless the interests of the ~anllsc.haft demand 
prompte1· .action by immediate assessment of members .in order to meet 
immediate liabilities. All members shall have the right to test in the 
ordinary courts of 9ust1ce the question as to wheth~r they have ·violated 
the laws and regulations of the landschaft and are properly subject to 
its penalties. Likew.tlle o:fficials of a landschaft or the institnte may 
in~oke the power ot 'the -ordinary courts .of justice to enforce !l:he au
thority :conferred by this act. _Any memb'er may appeal to the ordinary 
courts of justice to compel the officials of a landschaft or the institute 
to perform the duties herein .required. .Members shall agree, through 
proper clauses .in mor:tgages, to summa-ry foreclosure .and seizure pro
ceedings .after notice for a fij)eeified time. 

SEc. 41. That when deficiencies become chargeable against members 
such deficiencies shall be reco-verable by a Jery on members in pi."opor
t.ion 1o voting power. .Creditors of a tandsCbatt, in the event of any 
default by it, shall have the tight ,b_y pro,per legal procedure to compel 
the exercise o.f its power to J~vy .assessments in p110portion to voting 
power, against the -members ,thereof, ·until the obligations held by said 
cxeditoL' shall have been disch!r~ef 

SEc. 42. That every six m or ev~ry year -d.ebentures are to be 
redeemed up to amount <Of .cash ·on band in ·sinking fund, if obtainable 
in, the market. 

SEC. 43. That the instJtute may purchase debentures like an ordinary 
Investor, whlle bo.r-rowa.rs may pay their dues with Ithei:D. !Purchased 
debentures may be reissued. !bot those turned in by borrowers must be 
canceled. . 

SEC. 4.4. That mnrtgages always at least equal the debentures, while 
the ;sinking. fund, composed of .repaid loans, is employe«;~ only in re
deeming or retiring debentures. It can not be invested m new loans. 
used as a woiking fund. or ·di-verted in any way .from its purpose. 

SEc. 45. Tbat all bonds and mortgages shall be e ngraved by the Bu
reau of E:ngra~g and Printing acc01:ding to forms prescribed by the 

inss~~~t~6. That the funds of a landschaft: ·shall lbe deposited in a 
depositary named by the rnstitute, , to the order -of the ·institute, and 
a:U .interest payments shall be made by the Jnstitnte. The institute 
shall pav the salaries, expens.es, etc., of the landschafts in vouchers 
drawn :according to regulations :provided by the rnstltute. 

SEc. 47. That the institute 'Shall have powm-, through its .re_p:resenta
tiv~ to substltnte.itself for the officials of a dnndsehaft and to exercise 
their functions in the event such -substitutiOll should become necessary 
to insn.re -die prompt discharge of a landschaft's obligations. 

SEc. 48. ·That if required by the laws .of a State in which it _applies 
for permiRsion to operate, tht institute may establi h .branc-hes .m such 
State to exerci e therein -the l>OWers -of the original _parent body and 
designate repre entatives to compose said branch. . 

SEc. 49. 'Illat whenever n e.ces asy f-or th,e _purposes of this ·act the 
Institute shall ibave _power to .administer -oaths, send for witnesses and 
papers, -and may confer such l>ov;•ers on its own representative.\! and on 
the o.ffici:l.ls .and committees of the lands-.chafts. 

SEc. 50. Th:a.ll: the institute shaH investigate the adv:isabillty .of estab
lishing a life insurance department to aid borrowers in carrying mort
gages, :md .shRll make such r:ee;_ammendatlons t-o .oongres::> in this regard 
as 1t may deem advisable. . 

SEC. 51. Th:at, t o enable the in£ti.tute .to carry out the purposes .of 
this act. the sum -of 500,-QOO is thereby appropl:'iated -ou~ of any money 
ln the Treasury not otherwise appr()JJTlate.d. The salaries c0f ~he mem
bers, as herein provided, shall be appro_p~·iated by Co:D.gress rndepenil
-ently ·t>f tbt' said $500,000. 

Mr. SIMMO.~: -s. Before the Senator from ·Texas taJ\:es his 
seat, I do not lmmv whether I coiTectly understood . one state
ment ma~e ·by him or not. I understood the Senator ft() say that 
the homestead provisions in the constitutions of · most of th-e 

tutes of the Union were .a ve:ry serious impediment to the sue
eess of the larul chaft proposition which he })resents or the 
land-bank propo ition which the committee presents. 

Mr. SHEPP .A RD. I -so stated as to man,y of :the States 'Of the · 
Union. I also ·stated how th-e llandschaf.t eould avoid the diffi-
culty. . 

Mr. SDil\10NS. I think the s~ator must be mistaken m 
tllat statement. I understand that the ia-ndsch-aft association 
loans money upon real estate mortgages, and where there is a 
mortga-ge ther.e lis no homoestead :as against the debt secured by 
that mortgage. 1 do not see how the homestead laws eould iin 
any way interfere. . 

!lr. SHEPPARD. I .have assumed that the homestead re
quirements '()f the States :hmrtng this ex:empti~ ~ere similar t9 
those of Texas; where the homestead 1dea or1gmated. In the 
constitution of the State of Texas it is specifically -provided that 
the homestead exempti'On is not a defense against foreclosure . 
or execution for _purchase money ·or for taxes. The ·exemption 
iis aood against all other obligations, whatever their 'form. If 
theb -eonstitntions of other States do not go this far, it is all ·the 
'better for the landschaft ;Principle. 

Mr. STh.DIONS. Of -course :{he 'Senator was .correct in .regard 
to mortgages in States where the constitution ·contains a pro
vision of that kind. 

Mr. SHEPPARD. I was referring :to States having the kind 
of homestea<l exemption I .have odescn'bed and t() no others. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I understand there are very few States in 
which that provision exists. 

1.Ir. 1\IcCUMBER. "'Hl the Senator -state how many there 
are? 

Mr. SIMMONS. I can not; certainly not many. And exemp
tion such as the Senator from .Texas says obtains in his State 
would operate to materially diminish the security of the mort
gagee, especially so in view of the liberality of commissioners in 
making homestead allotments. In my State we have a home
stead law whieh provides for an exemption in case of real estate 
of $1,000 in value. T~ e exemptions ure allotted by commis
sioners who are generally exeeedingly liberal to the defaulting 
debtor and his family. · 

1\Ir. SHEPPARD. . In my State the rural homestead consists . 
of 200 acres. 

Mr. SIMl\lONS. In my State there is no limitation upon 
the right to mortgage the homBStead. Of course, where the 
owner is a married man it l'e(}uires the husband and wife to 
join, but where the requirement of the statute with respect to 
the execution of the paper is eomplied with, the mortgagor 
parts, for the purpose of securing the debt, with tb,e entire in~ 
terest in the land, and there is no homestead as to that par
ocular ~and against that particular debt. 

~Ir~ SHEPPARD. My statements as to the homeste:;td ex
emption being an impediment would not be applicable to the 
Senator's State. 

Mr. SIMMONS. And I think that is true ras to most of the 
States of the South. 

Mr. SHEPP .A:RD. .I am very glad to have the Senator so 
state. I trust that he is correet. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The Senator made another statement which 
.interested me and which, I think, is important. If I under
stood the Senator he said the landschaft system of Germany 
i~ analogous to the drainage systems which obtain in many of 
t.he States. 

Mr. SHEPPARD~ It is. 
Mr. SIJ\Il\IONS. I understand in drainage districts there is 

an assessment .against the land of .each one of the freeholders 
within the area drained. They are eaeh assessed annually, in 
sums suffieient to pay the annual interest and provide for an 
amortization fund, and that is collected by the sheriff of the 
county just as any other taxes -are collected. If there is a de
fault, so much of the land is sold as may be necessary to pay the 
overdue .assessment. 

Mr . .SHEPPARD. f.ak:ing the security more than sufficient 
and absolutely sound. 

1\:lr • .Sll\IMONS. The Senator says that the landschaft sys
tem or scheme which he proposes will be made up of borrowing 
landholders. · 

1\fr. SHEPPARD. In the landschaft only borrowers m~ 
join, and .membership is voluntary. In the school .and drain
age distrids all lando\vners are com_pelled to become members 
if a certain number of the landowners of these districts so 
vote. 

Mr. SIMMONS. And no seeurlty holder can foreclose one of 
these mortgages? 

1\ir. SHEPPARD. The mortgages are not subject to suit and 
fore-closure by secm·Lcy holders. 

1\'fr. SIMI\IONS. They are given to the association to secure 
the debt to that particular landschaft district! 

Mr. SHEPPARD. They are. -
.1\Ir. Sll\IMONS. If there il) default in the payment of his an

nual rassessment the proceeding against him for that assess
ment is analogous to the _procedure of a sheriff in a State for the 
collection of tax? 

Mr. SHEPPARD. Such is my understanding. 
Mr. SIMl\fONS. And no more of the land is sold than may be 

necessai'y to pay that particular assessment? 
Mr. SHEPP~D. The Senator is correct. 

'INDIAN Al'PRO:PRIA.Tcr:ONS. 

Mr. ASHURST. I ask that the Indian appl'Opriation bill be 
proceeded with. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the 
consideration of .the bill (H. R. 10385) making appropriations 
for thoe current and C()ntingent expenses of the Bureau <>f In
dian Affairs, for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various In- . 
dian tribes, and for -other purposes, for the fiscal year ending 
.Tune .30, 1917. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending amendment will be · 
stated. 

The SECRETABY~ T.be pending amendment is as follows, on 
printed page .50: The. committee proposes to insert after with
drawing all contained on page '51, down to and including line 
16, on page :58 : · 

For continuing construction of irrigation systems on Flathead In
dian Reservation in Montana, $750,000 (reimbursable), which shall 
be immediately available and remain available until .expended. 
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l\Ir. CURTIS. :Mr. Pre!';irlent, this amendment has been fully 

nrgued and my course will be shaped largely by· the vote upon 
it. I shoul<l like to have u quorum present when it is voted 
upon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll. 
The Secretary culled the rol1, and the following Senators 

answered to their names : 
Ashurst I1itchcock Page 
l~ankhead Hollis Pittman 
lleckham Johnson, S.Dak. Poindexter 
Rrous ard Jones Ransdell 
Catron Kenyon Saulsbury -
Chamberlain Lane Shafroth 
Chilton McCumber Sheppard 
Clapp McLean Sherman 
Clark, Wyo. Martine, N.J. Shields 
Curtis Myers Simmons 
Gallinger Nelson Smith, Ariz. 
Gronna Newlands Smith, Mich. 
Hanlin~ ·orris Smith, S.C. 
Uanlwick Overman Smoot 

Stone 
Sutherland 
Taggart
Thomas 
Thompson 
Townsend 
Wadsworth 
Walsh 
Warren 
Weeks 
Williams 

:Mr. CHILTOX I wiNh to announce the absence of my col
league [ lr. GoFF] on account of illness. 

'I he VICE PRESIDEXT. Fifty-three Senators ha>e answered 
to the roll roll. 1-'here is a quorum present. The Secretary 
will read the pending amendment. 

1\Ir. TOW:KSEND. May- we have the amendment stated? 
The SECRET.\BY. The committee bus withdrawn all of the 

bill beginning with page 51 down to and including line 16 on 
page 58. Following th'e matter printed in the bill on page 50 
the committee offers to insert the following: 

For continuing construction of the irrigation systems on the Flat· 
head Indian Reservation in Montana, 750,000 (reimbursable), which 
shall be immediately available and remain available until expended. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment. 

The amendment was agree<l to. 
Mr. CUR".riS. I offer the following amendment, to follow 

that item. It has been read once. 
l'l.fr. SMOOT. Let it be read again. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read. 
The SECRETARY. After the amendment just agreed to insert~ 
Pt·ovided, That the payments for the proportionate cost of the con· 

struction of said systems required of settlers on the surplus unallotted 
land by section 9, chapter 1495, Statutes of the United States of 
America, entitled "An act for the survey and allotment of lands now 
embraced within the limits of the Flathead Indian Reservation in the 
State of :Montana, and the sale and disposal of all surplus lands after 
allotment," as amended by section Hi of the act of 1\Iay 29, 1908 (35 
Stat. L., 448), shall be made as herein provided : Pt·ovided tm·the1·, 
That nothing contained in the act of May 29, 1908 (35 Stat. L., 444), 
shall be construed to exempt the purchaser of any Indian allotment 
purchased prior to the expiration of the trust period thereon from any 
charge for construction of the irt·igation sy tern incurred up to the time 
of such purchase, except such charges as shall have accrued and become 
due in accordance with the public notices herein provided for, or to 
r elieve the owners of any or all land allotted to Indians in severalty 
from payment of the charges herein required to be made against said 
land on account of con truction of the inigation systems; and in carry
ing out the provisions of said section the exemption therein authorized 
from charges incurred against allotments purchased prior to the expira· 
tion of the trust period thereon shall be the amount of the charges or 
installments thereof due under public notice herein provided for up to 
the time Of such purchase. 

Mr. WALSH. l\lr. Pre iuent, the Senators from Montana 
have no objection whuten•r to the adoption of the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDEKT. The que tion is on the amendment 
submitted by the Senator from Kansas. 

The amendment " ·as agreed to. 
The SECRETARY. It is proposed to add, after the amendment 

" ·hicll has just been ugree<l to, the following: 
For continuing construction of the irrigation systems on the Fort 

Peck Indian Reservn tion, in Montana, $100,000 (reimbursable), which 
shall be immediately availaiJlc and r emain a>allable until expended. 

Mr. CUR'l'IS. l\Ir. President, I judge, from the vote on the 
former amendment, that this amendment will be agreed to; but 
I want to get the facts into the REconn, so that Senators may 
know ju<st exactly what they are YOting for. 

There are 1 ,938 Indians on this reseryution ; there are 71,000 
acres of irrigable lands allotted, 212,000 acres of nonirriguble 
lands allotted, 424,800 acres of grazing land, and 15,893 acres 
of timberland. The Indians are cutivating .1,100 acres. The 
originnl reser.mtion consisted of 1,800,000 acres, mid 1,300,000 
acres were placed on the market. Seven hundred and twenty-two 
thousan<l acres were allotted. There has already been ex
pended on this plan $4:75,686.09, and there has been reimbursed 
only $80,000. 

I think this amendment should l>e disagreed to; but, in view 
of the >ote on the other amendment, I suppose it will go 
through. Therefore I offer as an amendment to the pending 
amendment the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment to the arnenc1!nent 
proposed l>y the Senutor_from Kansa~ will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. At the end of the pending amendment it is 
proposed to add the following : 

Provided, That the proportionate cost of the construction of said 
systems required of settlers and entrymen on the surplus unallotted 
irrigable land by section 2 of the act of -May 30, 1908 (35 Stat. L., 
p. 558), shall be paid as herein provided: Pt·ovided further, That noth
ing contained in said act of May 30, 1908, shall be construed to exempt 
the purchaser of any Indian allotment purchased prior to the expiration 
of the trust period thereon from any, charge for construction of the 
irrigation system incurred up to the time of such purchase, except such 
charges as shall have accrued and become due in accordance with the 
public notices herein provided for, and the purchaser of any Indian 
allotment to be irrigated by said systems purchased upon approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior before the charges against said allotment 
herein authorized shall have been paid shall pay all charges remaining 
unpaid at the time of such purchase, and in all patents or deeds for 
such purchased allotments, and also in all patents in fee to allottees or 
their heirs issued before payment shall have been made of all such 
charges herein authorized to be made against their allotments, there 
shall be expressed that there is reserved upon the lands therein de
scribed a lien for such charges, and such lien may be enforced, or upon 
payment of the delinquent charges may be released by the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 
submitted by the Senator from Kansas [l\fr. CURTIS] -to the 
amendment: 

1\Ir. WALSH. l\fr. President, this amendment is likewise quite 
satisfactory to the friends of the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without objection, the amendment 
to the amendment is adopted. The question is on the amendment 
as amended. 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. President, before_the vote is taken, in view 
of what has been said by the Senator from Kansas [1\Ir. 
CURTIS], I think it but right that what was· stated by the special 
commission appointed under the provision of the act of 1914 
in relation to this particular project should be read. I beg leave 
to read a few paragraphs from their repor t, so that it will 
appear, · as the fact is, that the appropriation is fully justified 
by the report of a commission appointed under an act of Con
gress to investigate this particular project. That commission 
stated as follows: 

The work of construction begun by the Reclamation Service on this 
reservation should be completed at the eal"liest possible date in order 
that the allottees may be enabled to derive some income from their 
irrigable lands and also to save the water rights by construction work 
and beneficial use. 

The report goes on to make some comments on what ought to 
be done in order to make this project available to the Indians; 
and ut the risk of prolonging the discussion unnecessarily I 
shall take the liberty to read a few paragraphs, in which the 
commission set out how these projects could be made altogether 
useful to the Indians. They say: 

In addition to completing the units under construction, we respect
fully recommend that work be initiated on the Big Muddy unit at 
once in order to save for the Indian land the use of the water of Big 
Muddy Creek, which, in our opinion, is in very serious danger of being 
lost to the Indians. 

The Indians should he encouraged by being furnished farming equip
ment and competent instructors. Also they should be requlred to 
move to and Jive on their allotments wherever practicable. The super
intendent should b~ fumly supported by the department in his en
deavors to compel able-booied Indians who have equipment to cultivate 
their land or to become engaged in some useful occupation in order to 
conserve the inte1·est of thousands of dollars invested in their behalf. 

Of the irrigable allotments on the Fork Peck Reservation 62~ per 
cent are unJer the proposed Missouri River gravity canal and 325 
irrigable allotments under the proposed Big Muddy unit, which is 
in the extreme eastern part of the reservation, the Big Muddy Creek 
being the eastern boundary. The land just off the reservation ad
jacent to the Missouri River and Big Muddy Creek has been settled 
by home tenders, and it is therefore imperative that at the proper 
time steps be taken to protect the water rights of the Indians under 
these two proposed units. It is understood that the Reclamation 
Service has filed on the water in the Big Muddy, but unless work of 
constructi<>n is begun within three years '- from the date of filing the 
water right of the Indians will be lost. The settlers east of the 
reservation along the Big Muddy Creek have posted notices of the 
appropriation of the water in said streamA but as yet have not per
fected their title. They are given but 4u days under the Montana 
State law to begin work of construwon in order to retain their water 
rigl::t. 

It is a known fact that it requires a capital of from $1,500 to 
2,000 for a homesteader to successfully begin operations on land 

in this western country. An Indian who has had practically no 
experience can not be expected to farm his land without either capital, 
implements, or competent instruction. 

Iu order that the Indians may establish th~mselves on their irri
gable allotments it will be necessary that they be properly equipped 
for farming. It is our opinion that a portion of the funds derived 
from the sale of surplus land should be made available for the pur
chase of su{!h stock. equipment, etc., as is needed. Also it is our 
opinion that in order to effect the sale of this surplus land it will be 
necessary to have the present homestead laws, in so far as they apply 
to nonirrigable Indian land opened to entry on this reservation, so 
amended as to eliminate the requirements as to residence and to allow 
a filing to be made on 320 acres instead of 160 acres, as now provided 
by law. Otherwise the lands opened to settlement on the Fort Peck 
Reservation will not be filed on by homesteaders, and as a result there 
will not be enough money derived from the sale of the surplus lands 
to pay for th.e work that is now in course of construction. reither 
will any funds bo- a-.ailable with which to equip the Indians for their 
work. 



4900 CONGRESS! ON AL RECORD-SEN ATE. ~lARCH .27, 

Aside from furnishing proper implements, seeds, etc., i.t is absolutely 
ncce sa.ry that the superitendent be given competent farmers who have 

~ had ex-perience in irrigation and who are competent instructors in 
methods of farming irrigable lands . 

.A reimbursable appropriation of at least $100,000 should be made 
available at an early date in order that the lndians may be equipped 
for this work as soon as water can be had for irrigating their allot· 
ments. 

Mr. ASHURST. Will the Senator from Montana please give 
the name of the commission from whose report he has just been 
reading? 

Ir. \V ALSIL This is a report of a commission appointed 
umler the provisions of the Indian appropriation act of August 
1, 1914, the commissioners who made the report being C. B. 
Lohmiller, superintendent Fort Peck Reservation; Arthur E. 
nlcFatridge, superintendent Blackfeet Reservation; Fred C. 
1\lorgan, superintendent Flathead Reservation; W. S. ~anna, 
superintendent of irrigation, chairman; L. M. Holt, supermtend
ent of irrigation; and Henry W-. Dietz, superintendent of irri
gation. 

1\Ir. IYERS. Mr. President, I will say that I visited and 
personally inspected the Fort Peck Reservation last summer 
and talked with both homesteaders and Indians thereon. Con
ditions there are such as to absolutely require the speedy com
pletion of this project, for the benefit both of the Indians an~ the 
·whites in order to do justice to each and both. Tb.e Indtans, 
as weti as the white settlers, are suffering from delay, and in 
talking with them I heard no word of opposition to the speedy 
completion of the project, but, on the contrary, both Indians 
nnll white settlers were urging that the Government go ahead 
with the project. This appropriation is needed and should be 
road e. 

1\Ir. Sl\IOOT. :Mr. President, I will ask the Chair if the amend
ment to the amendment submitted by the Senator from Kansas 
[1\Ir. CuRTis] has been adopted? · 

T1le PHESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CHILTON in the chair). The 
amendment has already been agreed to. The question now is 
upon the amendment of fhe committee as amended. · 

1\lr. SMOOT. Mr. President, I only desire to say a word, and 
that not on the amendment itself. I notice in the amendment 
that the appropriation is made to be immediately available "·and 
to remain available until expended." 

The senior Senator from Montana [Mr. MYERS] has just.said 
that this work must be undertaken at once and th~t there is no 
opposition to it on the part of. the Indians or on the part of the 
white settlers. It seems to me that the words "and to remain 
available until expended" ought to be eliminated from the 
nrnendment. 

I did not raise the question in the case of the previous amend
ment, carrying $750,000, beca.use that is a very large amount 
and can not, perhaps, be expended within the time when, under 
the bill, the appropriation would lapse. 

l\lr. WALSH. 1\lr. President, in deference to the desire of the 
Senator from Utah and considering the expe1·ience he has had 
in the e matters of appropriations, we do not insist upon those 
'-VOrd remaining in the amendment. 

1\Ir. SMOOT. Then I move that the words " and to remain 
available until expended" be stricken from the amendment. 

.l\1r. \V ALSH. There is no objection to that. 
lli. SMOOT. 1\Ir. President, I wish the Senator from Montana 

to understand that I do not offer that in any spirit of hostility 
toward the amendment. 

Mr. WALSH. I appreciate that. 
1\Ir. SMOOT. But it is a bad practice to employ those words, 

and they should not be incorporated in an appropriation bill 
unl"' s there is some real good reason for so doing. 

~fr. --wALSH. The Senators from Montana fully understand 
the attitude of the Senator from Utah. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will state the 
um.endment to the amendment. 

The SECRETARY. At the end of the amendment reported by 
the committee it is proposed to strike out the words " and to 
remain available until expended." 

.1\lr. l\IYl!lRS. nfr. President, speaking for myself, I am very 
williug to have that amendment adopted to the pending amend
ment. I am very glad the Senator from Utah did not present 
n like amendment to the Flathead amendment, because the con
ditions there are entirely diff~ent, and it would be very inap
propriate there. 

l\lr. SMOOT. The Senator understands that I did not sug
ge::.t such an amendment in connection with the Flathead 
provision? .. 

1\lr. MYERS. I so understand; and I am very glad the Sen
a tor did not. 

The amendment to the aniendment was agreeu to. 
The amendment as amended was agreed' to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will state the 

next amendment reported by the CO!Ilmittee. 
The SECRETARY. After the amendment last agreed to, it is 

proposed to insert : 
For continuing construction of the irrigation systems on the Black

feet Indian Reservation, in Montana, $50,000 (reimbursable), which 
shall be immediately· available and remain available until u-pended. 

The Pli.ESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment. 

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. President, I simply wish to get the facts 
in the RECORD in this case, as I did in the others. There are 
1,224 Blackfeet Indians ; the irrigated land farmed by the In
dians amounts to 1,618 acres. The amount expended on the 
project to date is $952,061.34; it will cost to complete the project 
$2,798,000, and the amount reimbursed to date is $4,544. The 
amount of money on hand that may be used for reimbursement 
is none. The reservation now consists of 546,960 acres. These 
Indians had originally 1, 760,000 acres. Under the irrigation 
system constructed there could have been cultivated in 1915 over 
26,000 acres, and yet only 1,600 acres were cultivated. 

I think it would be a mistake to make this appropriation, and 
I think I ought to say further that · the Commissioner or As
sistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs said that he doubted 
very much if this project would be of any benefit to the Indians. 

In this connection I want to offer the same amendment which 
I offered in the other cases. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will state the 
amendment to the amendment. 

l\f.r. CURTIS. I will say that it is in identical terms with the 
others. 

Mr. ASHURST. If it is in identical terms with the others, 
perhaps it need not be read. 
· Mr. CURTIS. It is the same, except as to the name of the 
Indians. 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. President, I think there is a slight change, 
and perhaps it had better be read. 

1\fr. CURTIS. Very well; let it be read. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will state the 

amendment to the amendment. 
The SECRETARY. At the end of the amendment it is proposed 

to insert the following: 
Providea, That the entryman upon the surplus una.llotted lands to 

be irrigated by such systems shall, in addition to compliance wlth the 
homestead laws, before receiving patent for the lands covered by his 
entry, pay the charges apportioned against such tract as herein author
ized, and a failure to make any two payments when due shall render the 
entry subject to cancellation, with the forfeiture to the United States of 
all rights acquired under tlle provisions of this act, as well as of any 
moneys paid on. account thereof. The purchaser of any ·Indian allot
ment to be irrigated by such s.ystems, purchased upon approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior, before the -charges against sa.id allot
ment herein authorized shall have been paid, shall pay all charges re
maining unpaid at the time of such purchase, and in all patents or 
deed for such purchased allotments, and al~o in all patents in fee to 
allottees or their heirs issued before payment of all such charges 
herein -authorized to be made against their allotments, there shall be 
expre sed that there is reserved upon the lands therein described a lien 
for such charges, and uch. lien may be enforced, or, upon payment of 
the delinquent charges, may be released by the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

Mr. WALSH. 1\fr. President, before action is taken on this 
matter, I desire to ask that there be inserted in the RECORD a 
letter which I received this morning from l\Ir. l\Ieritt, the As
si tant Commissioner of Indian Affairs, urging that this appro
priation be made. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, the letter 
will be inserted in the REcoRD. 

The letter referred to is as follows: 

Bon. THOMAS J. WALSH, 

DErARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN .AFFAJRS, 

Wasllington, March £1, 191G. 

Unitea States Senate. 
MY DEAR SENATOR WALSH : In compliance with your phone request 

~f this morning, I am. transmitting herewith the hl<;tory of the Black
feet irrigation project in Montana. There is also inclosed the report 
of the commi sion appointed to investigate the Blackfeet, Flathea'!z and 
Fort Peck irrigation projects, found in House Document 1215, ::sixty
third Cpngress, third session. 

Referring to your i-nquiry regarding the estimates of the depart
ment for an appropriation of $50.000 for the Blackfeet irrigation 
project, you are advised that it is very important that there be ou
tained a small appropriation for the maintenance of this project. -The 
.Government has already expended nearly a million dollars on this 
project, and 1t is desirable that a small appropriation be made to pro
tect this large investment. 

Very truly, yours. E. B. MERITT, 
Assistant Oommissioner. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing MY. WALSH. I also ask that there be inserted in the RECORD 
to the amendment offered by the Senator from Utah to the a memorandum submitted by the Director of the Reclamation 
runendment reported by the committee. Service and a report from the project engineer upon this project. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, that order 

will be made. 
The rna tter referred to is as follows : 

IllliGATION ON BLACKFE.ET INDIAN RESERVATION. 
Construction of irrigation works on the Blackfeet Reservation was 

started in 1908, and an effort was made to employ Indians, so as to 
teach them how to work and form hablts of industry. 

Some land was brought under ditch in 1910, which gradually in· 
creased annually since that time. 

An examination in August, 1913, showed that although 26,000 acres 
of land were commanded by d itches and water supply, not a single a.cre 
had ever been irrigated thereunder. Some improvement, however, oc
curred in 1914, when 675 acre;o of Indian lands were irrigated, of which 
474 acres produced crops aver::ging in value $8.20 per acre. 

In 1915 the irrigated acrea:;e was 1 618, of which 1,322 acres pro
duced crops to an average vah;e of $12.90 per acre. Thirty-three farms 
were irrigated, and their produds included hay, grain, and garden crops. 

I am unofficially informed that the lack of interest in agriculture by 
the Indians is due partly to the fact that the Indian allotments have 
not been approved, unless it lias been done recently, and the Indians 
could not, of course, be expectNl to exhibit much enthusiasm in farming 
lands to whlch they could get no guaranty of permanency of tenure. 

BROWNING, MONT., August 9, 191~. 
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

DEAR SIR : Inclosed herewith are three tables showing total payments 
to Indians for services as laborers1 for services of their teams, and for 
supplies during recent years in which the Reclamation Service has been 
operating in the Fort Peck, Blackfeet, and Flathead Indian Reservations. 
These tables refer to the work done with Indian appropriations. In 
addition to this, large amounts have been paid for labor upon works 
built with the reclamation fund on the Milk River project, Huntley 
project, where Crow Iudians were employed,· and Salt River project, 
where Apaches, Pim'l.s, and Maricopas were employed. 

By reference to the table for the Blackfeet Indian Rese1:vation it will 
be found that the second item of labor has increased progressively eTery 
year beginning with $14,691 in 1908 and amounting to $72 954 in 1912. 
Total payments have increased in a similar ratio. The total payments 
for Indian labor and teams during the months of May, June and July, 
1913, are $47,178. August, September, and October are still to be heard 
from, and all indications are that the increase of 1913 over that for 
1912 will be large. 

The engineer in charge of the work on the reservation reports that 
at. one time last year 174 four-horse teams owned and driven by Indians 
were employed on construction work and freighting. The largest num
ber employed at one time this year is not as great, but those employed 
are working more steadily, so that the total amount of work performed 
by Indian labor per month is greater this year than last. 

The engineer also reports that Indians are reasonably skillful in 
handling four-horse teams attached to fresnos, scrapers, to grading 
plows, and to freight wagons, but that in many cases they are not 
reliable, as they will quit without notice, and it is not always safe to 
trust an Indlan to handle a plow team or freighting team vyhere sud
den, unexpected stoppage will cause serious detriment to the work and 
throw a large number of Indians out of employment. For this reason 
it is necessary to employ a few white men who either perform such 
duties or can bold themselves in readiness to take the plaee of Indians 
who suddenly qult. For the same rea on it 1.S necessary to have a 
considerable proportion of animals owned by the United . States and 
handled by white men, oth~rwise the work would seriously suffer on 
account of the unreliahility of the Indians and their teams. The 
Indians, however, have been steadily improving in this respect from an 
efficiency five years ago very near zero to a point where a considerable 
number of Indian foremen. plowmen, and freighters are employed with 
moderate satisfaction. 

All of the statistics available and all of the information obtainable 
from the men who have conducted this work point convincingly to the 
conclusion that the Indians have l?I"eatly improved in skill, reliability1 nnd illingness every year since this work was started on the Blackfeet 
Reservation. I am convinced that a similar degree of patience, per
sistence, and skill could suceeed equally well in training _ the Indians 
to agriculture. At present there are over 26,000 acres of land under 
ditch which can be irrigated and which the engineer in charge stands 
ready to deliver water to upon demand. Not a single acre of this 
land i~ being cultivated by either Indians 01: white men. Not a drop 
of water is being delivered for irrigation from the constructive works. 
A small acreage is being cultivated by the agency farmer, a part of 
which lie under the ditch, but this is being cultivated without irriga
tion. I have not yet bad an opportunity to visit this farm. 

The land under ditch is situated in three separate tracts and is 
largely allotted in 40-acre units to Indian allottees. 

If a few of the unallotted units were farmed by a skillful, tactful 
farmer with Indian labor, the Indians employed would learn farm 
work and would set an example to the other Indians by which they 
could learn bow to handle the water and cultivate the soil. If at the 

. same time moderate pressure by persuasi.son and personal necessity 
were exerted, it is believed that results could be obtained in agriculture 
within a few years that has been made in the past five years in training 
and inducing Indians to work on construction. 

At aU times when money is available for the purpose offer is made 
that aU Indians and Indian te:1ms who desire employment will be em
ployed at a given wage. The first year very few Indians offered ; th~se 
were very inefficient. most of tbem being almost worthless, alld. none 
would remain on the work any considerable time. so that practically 
nothing was accomplished the first year except to give a meager train
ing to quite a number of Indians employed, each for a short time. The 
next year the effect of this training and partial habits formed showed 
an.! the nurr.ber of Indians employed.. increased ; they worked for a 
longer time and with greater efficiency, and eacll successive year has 
sho\\n a similar progress. . 

One of the important factors in t.his su_ccess is the fact that in the 
immediate neighborhood of the work the Government has maintain~d 
a mercantile store where the Indian could purchase all the necessities 
and no "gew-gaws." He was furnished with such clothing and sub
sistence as was n~cessary to make him an efficient workman irrespective 
of whether he had earned th~se or not, if only the Indian agreed to work 
to pay for the rna terial furnished. Though credit of this kind has been 
given to a considerable extent there has bee.n practically no loss. The 

engineer in charge reports that not one cent has been lost this year 
through this cause. The n~cessity for credit, h{)wever, has stf'adily 
declined and very little credit has been asked this year. 

To sum up, there has been a continual and fairly steady increase. in 
the number o! Indians working, the skill with which they work, and in 
the average reliability and industry. 

The necessity of training the young as irrigation tarmers is not 
confined to Indians, and the State of Montana is expending large sums 
training white boys in irrlgation farming at polytechnic and other 
schools, and the number trained out of school by skillful farmers and 
employers is much greater. The Indian has no such advantages as yet 
on this reservation, and that he would respond if given an opportunlty 
is indicated by the results upon eonstruction work, and also by the re
sults upon the Fort Peck: Reservation, where the Indians are not only 
more efficient and industrious upon construction work than on the 
Blackfeet, yet even there the Government still breaks the virgin soil 
with traction machinery whlch the Indians have not yet learned to 
handle. 

The Flathead Indians have furnished no such examples of progress, 
The land on that reservation is very productive, and their allobnents 
are large, so that the average Indian family receives in rent from white 
farmers sufficient money for their meager wants, and they play the pa.rt 
of idle landlords in preferen<:e· to work. It has been very seldom possible 
to induce any considerable number of Flathead Indians to work on con
struction, and this seems to be the main reason. 

1\lr. WALSH. Now, Mr. President, I feel that I oug:U.:...to take 
the time of the Senate simply to say, in connection with this 
matter, that the various appropriations made heretofore by Con
gress to carry on this work amount in the aggregate to just 
$1,000,000, of which $16,047.43 lapsed, leaving $983,952.57 here
tofore appropriated. These appropriations were all made in 
view of the act of 1907, which provided for the opening of the 
entire Blackfeet Reservation. It was contemplated that the 
amount chargeable to the Indian lands under the project would 
be paid out of the proceeds of the excess lands sold; but the 
department has reached the conclusion that that act ought not 
to be enforced, and consequently the expected revenues have not 
been reeeived. 

I feel it but just to say, also, that out of this entire amount 
practically one-half has been paid to the Indians themselves. 
The work has practically all been done by the India-qs. Some
thing over $440,000 of the amount expended upon this project 
has been paid to them. 

I have before me here the report of the project ~ngineer for 
the past year. He tells in detail of the number of Indians who 
have been employed, and the number of payments that were 
made to the Indians. It is accompanied with photographs 
showing the character of crops raised on the reservation by 
means of the water that wai available. 

A very gratifying feature of this matter, to which I think I 
ought to refer, is this: The Director of the Reclamation Serv
ice states that while it is true that a relatively small portion · 
of the land is actually cultivated by the Indians, the area is 
increasing gratifyingly each year; and he expresses the firm 
conviction that if the same efforts were made to educate the 
Indians as irrigation farmers that are made to educate ev-en 
white boys as irrigation farmers, the results would be even 
more gratifying. So, at least, for the preservation of the 
rights of the Indians to the water and the utilization of the 
system, so far as the Indians care to utilize it, the Indian Office 
feels that the appropriation asked ought to be made. 

Mr. Sl\IOOT. Mr. President, for the reasons given, in the case 
of the last amendment for striking out the words "' and remain 
available until expended," I ask that the same words in this 
am~ndm.ent be stricken out. 

Mr. WALSH. There is no objection to that. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, that will 

be the order of the Senate. 
1\1r. PAGE. Mr. President, I do not want to take but a mo

ment of the time of the Senate. I shall vote against the whole 
proposition. I just want to read into the RECORD what we have 
in the way of information from the Assistant Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs. Speaking of the Blackfeet Reservation, he 
says: 

I am not sure that the Ind.ians will make very much use of this irri
gation project under present conditions on the Blackfeet Reservation. 
The Blackfeet Reservation, you will observe from the map, borders on 
Canada. and the climate there is .not favorable to a.grkulture because 
Of the early frost. I( this project were coming up for the first time, 
so far as I am concerned, I should advise against the investment of a 
single dollar on the Blackfeet Reservation for irrigation purposes, be
cause the reservation is primarily a grazing proposition and is more 
valuable for grazing purposes than for agricultural purposes. · 

Senator PITTMAN. Then, as I understand you, as an agricultural 
proposition it would not justify the invesbnent-that is, the amount 
of money required to make t.he subject an :1gricultural industry-and 
that the return would not justify it? 

Mr. MERITT. Not with tbe industry as shown by the Blackfeet In
dians. If it were pw·ely a white man's project, it might be made a 
success; but we must realize that the Indians do not come up to the 
white man's standard in industry and effort. 

(will simply add that, in this conneetion, on this reserva
tion we have already expended, in round numbers, $1,000,000, 
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reimbursable out of the Inuian funus. As a proof of what I 
haye stateu, I will read from what 1\lr. Meritt sai<l: 

I have been on that reservation. and it is my personal opinlQn that it 
was a mistake ever to have begun that irrigation project on the Black
feet Reservation. The Government has expended already about a mil
lion dollars on that project, and the Reclamation Service has estimated 
that it will cost approximately $3,000,000 before the project is com
pleted as planned by them. 

I submit that all these irrigation projects are a speculation. 
In case -they are un uccessful the Indian is the loser ; if they are 
successful, he has "Yery little profit. The Indians do not utilize 
these irrigation projects to any considerable extent, as is shown 
by the statement just made by the Senator from Kansas. 

Becan e of this fact, and because I think we are wronging the 
Indians by these irrigation projects, I deem it my duty to vote 
against all these appropri::rtions. 

1\fr. l\IYERS. 1\Ir. President--
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does -the Senator from Ver

mont yield to the Senator from l\lontana? 
l\Ir. PAGE. Certainly. 
Mr. 1\IYERS. I should like to ask the Senator if the Assist

ant Commissioner, l\Ir. l\leritt, uid not go further and state 
that it was neces ary to appronriate this $50,000 in order to 
protect and save from lo s all the work that had been done on 
the B1ackfeet project, at a cost of about $1,000,000? 

l\Ir. PAGE. Oh, yes; it is probably true that the $50,000 we 
propose to appropriate must be appropriated to · save a bare 
something out of what lms already been expended. I introduce 
these facts because I want the Senate to know that these 
projects have not been undertaken with good judgment. As a 
Federal Government should pay the losses, in case they prove 
white man's project I think they may be good. I think the 
failures, rather than take the money from the Indians' funds. 

1\fr. LANE. 1\fr. President, before the question is put, I wish 
to say for the information of the Senate that it is my opinlpn, 
that if the Indians ai·e ever permitted to go into court . with 
fair representation the Go"Yernment will have to pay many 
millions of dollars in the way of claims fot· damages for legisla
tion which has been passed by Congress which has not been in 
the interest of the Indians. I think there is a measure intro-_ 
anced as an amendment to this bill which allows some of them 
to go into the Court of Claims. If they do, I think th~y will 
be entitled to, and if the court is a just one they will get, the 
damages. 

1\Ir. WALSH. 1\Ir. Presi<lent, I will state to the Senator from 
Oregon that I have introduce(} a bill which permitS the Black
feet Indians to go into court. 

1\Ir. LANE. That is a good bill, and I hope the Senator will 
have it passed. 

1\Ir. WALSH. I hope to haYe the help of the Senator from 
Oregon in getting it through. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is upon agreeing 
to the amendment to the amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreeu to. 
The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
The SECRETARY. Following the amendment just agreed to it 

is proposed to insert: 
That the Secretary of. the Interior is hereby authorized to expend the 

sum of $22,400 from any money now available for construction of irri
gation systems on the Blackfeet Reservation in Montana, in the pur
chase of lands embraced in the allotments of Geo1·ge W. Cook anrl 
David La Breche, described as lots 3 and 6, section 27, and Jots 1 and 2, 
section 34, township 32 north, range 13 west, together with all the im
provements thereon, in consideration of the relinquishment by the allot
tees of all their right, title, and inte~:est in and to said lands and im
provements, and of their right to select lieu lands under the provisions 
of section 14 of the act of June 25, 1910 (3G Stat. L., pp. 855, 859), 
and the release of ali theil· claims whatsoever against the United States 
or the Blackfeet Tribe of Indians by reason of said lands being required 
for reservoir purposes in connection with the irrigatiQn system on the 
aforesaid Indian reservation. 

Mr. CURTIS. 1\fr. President, as I understand, this is the 
amendment that was asked for by letter last Friday. 

Mr. WALSH. It is the same one that was adopted by the 
Senate on Friday last, and the explanation of the amendment 
will be found in the RECORD of the proceedings of that day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (1\fr. l\IA.RTINE of New Jer ey 
in the chair). The question is on agreeing to the amendment 
of the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The SECRETARY. Following the amendment just agreed to, it 

is propo ed to insert : · 
The work to be done with the amounts herein appropriated for the 

completion of the BlackfeetJ-. Flathead, and Fort Peck projects may be 
done by the Reclamation ;:service on plans and estimates furnish.ed 
by that service and approved by the Commissioner of Indian Atrairs : 
P1·ovidect, That not to exceed $19,1)75 of applicable appropriations made 
for the Flathead, Blackfeet, and Fort Peck irrigation projects shall be 
avaHable for the maintenance, repair, and operation of motor-propelled 
and horse-drawn passenger-carrying vehicles for official use upon the 

afore aid irrigation projects: Prodded further, That not to f'X Cf'e! l 
$8,865-may be used for the purchase of horse-drawn passenger-carrying 
vehicles, and that not exceed $1,500 may be u ·ed for the purchase ot 
motor-propelled passenger-carrying vehicles. 

1\Ir. CURTIS. Mr. President, I offer as an amendment to the 
amendment the mattet· which I send to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the amend
ment will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. It is proposed to insert, following the word 
" vehicle," the following : 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to announce, at such time as in his opinion seems proper, 
the charge for construction of irrigation systems on the Blackfeet, 
Flathead, and Fort Peck Indian Reservations in Montana, which shall 
be made against each ac1·e of land irrigable by the systems on each of 
said reservations. Such charges shall be asfSessed against the land 
irrigable by the systems on each said reservation in the proportion of 
the total construction cost which each acre of such land bears to the 
whole area of irrigable land thereunder. 

On the 1st da.y of December after the announcement by the Secretary 
of the Interior of the construction charge the allottee, entryman, pur
chaser, or owner of such irrigable land which might have been fur
nished water for irrigation during the whole of the preceding irriga
tion season, from ditches actually constructed, shall pay to the 
superintendent of the reservation where the land is located, fof deposit 
to the credit of the United States as a reimbursement of the appro
pri;ttions made or to be made for construction of said irrigation sys
tems, 5 per cent of the construction charge fixed for his land, as an 
initial installment, and shall pay the balance of the charge in 15 
annual installments, the first 5 of which shall each be 6 per cent of 
the construction charge and the remainder shall each be 7 per cent 
of the construction charge. The first of the annual installments shall 
become due and payable on December 1, of the fifth ealendar year 
after the initial installment: P·rovicled, That any allottee, entryman, 
purchaser, or _owner may, if he so elects, pay the whole or any part 
of the construction charges within any shorter period : Pt·ovicled fur
tiler, That the Secretary of the Interior, may, in his discretion, grant 
such extension of the time for payments herein required from Indian 
allottees or their heirs as he may determine proper and necessary, so 
long as such land remains in Indian title. 

That the tribal funds heretofore covered into the Treasury of the 
United States in partial reiml.mrsement of appropriations made for 
constructing irrigation systems on said reservations shall be placed to 
the credit of the tribe and be available for such expenditure for the 
benefit of the tribe as may be made under existing law. 

The cost of constructing irrigation systems to irrigate allotted lands 
of the Indians on these reservations shall be reimbursed to the United 
States as hereinbefore provided, and no further 1·eimbursements from 
t~e tribal funds shall be made on account of said irrigation works ex
cept that all charges against Indian allottees or their heirs het·ein 
authorized, unless otherwise paid, may be paid from the individual 
shares in the tribal funds, when the same is available fol· distribution, 
in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior. 

That in addition to the construction charges every allottee, entry
man, purchasei·, or owner shall pay to the superintendent of the reser
vation a maintenance and operation charge based upon the total cost of 
maintenance and operation of the systems on the several reservations, 
and the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to fix such main
tenance and operation charge upon such basiS- as shall be equitable to 
the owners of the irrigable land. Such charges when collected shall 
be avatlal>le for l:'xpenditure in the maintenance and operation of the 
systems on the reservation where collected: Providect, That delivery of 
water to any tract of land may be refused on account of nonpayment 
Of any cha1·ges herein authorized, and the same may, in the discretion 
of the Secretary of the Interior, be collected l>y a suit for money owed : 
Providect further That the rights of the United States heretofore ac
quired to water for Indian lands referred to in the foregoing provision, 

~!~~Zin~:d ~~~~!elor~~r!n~"i;1e~tn~J~a~~1n~f:~rtftfe0to 1:~~h ~~~ 
is extinguished. 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to prescribe such rules and regulations and issue such notices as may 
be necessary to carry into elfect the provisions of this act, and he is 
hereby authori-zed and directed to determine the area of land on each 
reservation which may be irrigated from constructed ditches and to 
determine what allowance, if any, shall be made for ditches constructed 
by indiviuuals for the diversion and distribution of a partial or total 
water supply for allotted . or surplus unallotted land : Provided, That 
if water be available prior to the announcement of the charge herein 
authorized the Secretary of the Interior may furnish water to land 
under the systems on the said reservations, making a reasonable charge 
therefor, and such charges when collected may be used for construction 
or maintenance of the systems through which such water shall have 
been furnished. 

Mr. GRONNA. 1\ir. President; I may have misunderstood the 
reading of this amendment, but I understand that it provides 
that the cost o-e construction shall be paid in seven years. Am 
I right? 

I\1r. CURTIS. This amendment provides that it shall be 
paid in 15 years. It provides for the payment of 5 per cent 
annually for a certain number of years, and 7 per cent annually 
for the balance of the period. 

Mr. GRONNA. They are given 15 years' time? 
1\Ir. CURTIS. Fifteen years' time, according to my recol

lection. 
Mr. GRONNA. If that is correct, I have no objection. 
1\Ir. WALSH. It is intended to make the provisions conform 

to the present provisions of the general reclamation law, 15 
years; but the initial payment n:iay be deferred for five years. 

1\fr. ASHURST. Mr. President, I believe and therefore move 
that the word " the " should be inserted after the word " it·ri
gation," on line 16, page 52 of this amend~ent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the chairman of the com
mit.tee accept the amendment offered? 
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Mr. ASHURST. Yes. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then that will become a part 

of the original amendment? 
Mr. ASHURST. Yes. . 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing 

to the amendment fo the amendment. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question now is on the 

amendment as amended. 
Mr. PAGE. Mr. President, I should like to inquire of the 

Senator from Montana what is the maximum sum th.at in his 
judgment can be taken from the Federal Treasury under this 
amendment of the Senator from Kansas? As I understand, 
the proposal is to transfer the burden from the Indians to the 
Federal Treasury. The Senator is acquainted with all the 
surroundings. I should like to know the . maximum loss he 
thinks may come to the Federal Treasury because of these 
projects? 

Mr. 'NALSH. Why, Mr. President, I will say frankly to 
the Senator that I have not the slightest fear that the Gov
ernment of the United States or the Treasury of the United 
States will ever lose a dollar. 

Mr. PAGE. In .the case of the Blackfeet project it seems to 
be generally conceded that there will be a loss. 

Mr. WALSH. I do not think anybody has conceded any
thing of that kind. I will say to the Senator that, of course, 
if '\Ye do not open the Blackfeet Reservation the Indians will 
have no money from which this can be reimbursed, so that 
this is, in that view of it, a straight-out appropriation for the 
benefit of the Blackfeet Indians. But we hope you will be 
persuaded that the eastern end of the reservation should be 
opened, and tllen the white settlers who take the lands there 
under the project will contribute to the Federal Treasury 
whatever is assignable to their lands, and the proceeds of the 
sale of the Indian lands will be applied, . so far as they belong 
to the individual Indians who take their allotments there, to 
reduce it, and I have no doubt in the world that as time goes 
on other portions of the reservation will be opened, because 
that is the history of these things in the past. Just as fast 
as the reservation opens the moneys will then become avaifu
ble to the liquidation of the indebtedness which now exists. 

Mr. PAGE. The Senator is of course aware, as for instance 
in North Dakota, that some of' these irrigation projects have 
been failures, and he is also aware that in the opinion of the 
department this Blackfeet project, upon which 1,000,000 has 
already been paid out, ought never to have been commenced 
as an Indian proposition. Am I right about that? 

1\fr. ·wALSH. Mr. Meritt expressed that view, but I do not 
think when you speak about the department you ought to accept 
what Mr. Meritt says about a matter against what the special 
commis ion that was appointed by virtue of the act of Congress 
to go out and investigate the matter said. They say the 
project is all right and I tell you that it is all right, and the 
head of the Reclamation Service tells you it is all right. Now, 
Mr. Meritt does not tell you that it is not all right, but he 
says if the thing was to do over ag.ain he would not do it. I 
dare say in the business experience of the Senator from Ver
mont he has started enterprises that when he got through with 
them he would rather he had not started. · 

Mr. PAGE. But usually when I start on an enterprise and 
it is a failure I have to pay the loss out of my pocket. 

l\Ir. WALSH. So I have tried to state. Of course if you do 
not wish to get the money out of the lands by opening the lands 
so that the Indians will have something to pay, the Treasury 
will always be out that amount. · · 

Mr. PAGE. I was of the opinion that Mr. Meritt reflected 
tile views of the department when he said that they had 
already paid out $1,000,000, and that it would cost $2,000,000 
to complete the project, and that all he thought we ought to do 
was simply to tie up and make available what bad already 
been expended, as far as we could by the expenditure of this 
additional sum, $50,000. 

Mr. WALSH. I will say to the Senator from Vermont I do 
not think so. I thought Mr. Meritt, who told us he had been 
on this reservation, was expressing- his own individual idea 
about it, because he has sent a letter, written this morning, 
asking that the appropriation be made. 

Mr. PAGE. An appropriation of $50,000? 
Mr. \V~<\.LSH. Yes; which I have put in the RECORD. I think 

he was expressing his own opinion about it. Bear in mind, this 
i& 1916 and the initial appropriation was made in 1908, eight 
years ago, and we have learned a lot about irrigation problems 
in Montana in eight years that we ,Oid not know then. We 
have learned that we can cultivate vast areas of our land with-

out irrigation quite successfully. We have learn~~ also, Mr. 
President, that there are many troublesome difficulties in con
nection with these irrigation projects of which we did not know 
anything at all, or knew but little, in 1908. 

Mr. PAGE. I did not follow all· the amendments of the Sena
tor fiom Kansas very closely. Am I right in supposing that by 
this amendment we relieve the Indians from the burden of these 
projects in case there is a final loss? 

Mr. WALSH. The amendments offered by the Senator from 
Kansas were prepared through conferences between the Mon
tana delegation and the Indian Bureau. They are entirely sat
isfactory to the Indian Bureau. I want to say to the Senator 
briefly they provide that the provisions of the various acts by 
which in a way the avails of the Indian lands stood pledged for 
the expense of the projects have been in effect repealed. It 
ought to be said as well that the law likewise provided that the 
white settlers should pay their proportionate share of the cost 
so that the Treasury was to be reimbursed from the contribution 
made by the white settlers as well as by the Indian allottees. 

Mr. PAGE. I understood that to be the case. . 
. Mr. WALSH. The amendments now adopted provide that the 

individual share of the individual Indian in the tribal funds, the 
Indian wb,o has land under the project, may be applied by the 
Secretary of the Interior to the payment of his share of the ex
pense of the construction of the project, and that the settler 
who appropriates any of the excess land shall be charged his 
share and shall pay it, and that the Treasury shall be reimbursed 
in that way. Then it provides that the tribal funds of the In
dians shall not otherwise be chargeable with anything. 

Mr. PAGE. I wish to say that I am very happy because of 
this outcome. I have devoted a good deal of time to the study 
of these irrigation problems, and perhaps I have sometimes been 
offensive to my brother Senators in fighting what I have believed 
to be gross injustice to the Indian, a wrongful use of his money. 
So far as I can now see, I think this solution of the matter is at
isfactory. 

The PHESIDING OFFICER. ~e question is on agreeing to 
the amendment as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 58, after line 16, to insert : 
For the erection of a building for the diBplay of Indian exhibits 

upon the fair grounds of the Western Montana Fair Association at 
Missoula, Mont., upon such plans as the Commissioner of Indian Af· 
fairs shall direct, $1,000. 

Mr. CURTIS. l\fr. President, I make a point of order on this 
amendment that it rs not germane. 

Mr. MYERS. Mr. President, I desire to be heard on that. 
Mr. CURTIS. I make a point of order and it is not debatable 

under the rule. 
Mr. MYERS. Mr. President, a parliamentary inquiry. Where 

does the Senator get any authority that a point of order is not 
debatable? 

Mr. OURTIS. I get it in Rule XVI. 
The P_RESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will presume to 

transfer the question to the Senate. 
Mr. MYERS. I should like to say that Rule XVI--
1\Ir. CUR'l'IS. Paragraph 3. 
Mr. MYERS. That a point of order is not debatable? 
1\fr. ASHURST. May I have a moment? 
Mr. CURTIS. I raise the point of order. 
Mr. ASHURST . . I do not want to debate the point of order; 

I want to make a short statement. 
I was going to say the situation before the Senate is such 

that the chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs is go
ing to press his military bill, and I want, if I can, to conclude 
the consideration of the Indian appropriation bill to-day. I 
appeal to Senators not on the other side but on this side of 
the Chamber to make just as few and as short speeches as 
their oratorical temperaments will permit. I appeal to Sena
tors to sit and vote and to exercise their oratorical capacities 
on the military bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair claims no special 
knowledge in this direction, and desires to submit the question 
to the Senate whether the amendment is germane. 

:Mr. MYERS. I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will call the 

roll. 
The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators. an

swered to their names : 
Ashurst 
Beckham 
Borah 
Brandegee 
Broussard 
Catron 
Chamberlain 
Cla'pp 

Cummins 
Curtis 
Gore 
Gronna 
Harding 
Hardwick 
Hitchcock 
Hollis 

Johnson, S.Dak. 
Jones 
Kern 
Lane 

{{~~timber 
Martine, N.J. 
Myers 

Nelson 
New lands 
Norris 
Oli-ver 
Overman 
Page 
Ransdell 

. 'Robinson 
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Sbafrotb Smoot Thompson Walsh 
Sheppard Sterling Tlllman Weeks 
:;:herman Sutherland Townsend 
Smith, Ariz. Taggart Underwood 
Smith; Ga. Thomas Wadsworth 

. l\Ir. KERN. I desire to announce the unavoidable absence of 
the senior Senator from Florida [Mr. FLETCHER]. He is a6sent 
on official business. This announcement may stand for the 
<lay. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Forty-nine Senators haye re
sponde<l to their names. A quorum is present. The question is 
whether the amendment offered by the Senator from Knnsas 
[l\lr. o-tT.TIS] is germane. [Putting the question.] The ayes 
haYe it, and the Senate decides that the amendment is germane. 
Without objection, the amendment is agreed to. _ 
_ 1\Ir. GRONNA. Mr. President, I do object to the amendment. 
. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate having agree<l 

that the amendment is germane, the question now is on agree
ing to the amendment. 

l\Ir. GRONNA. Mr. President, I have no objection to the Teal 
merits of the amendment. It would perhaps be a good idea to 
erect buildings for the Indians to exhibit their products, but, 
Mr. President, when I presented tbe idea to the committee I 
was told that we must not establish this precedent. J did not 
press my_ claim any further. I simply abided by the wishes of 
the committee. How in the world the amendment has gotten 
on the Indian appropriation bill I do not know. 

1\Il·. l\IYERS. Mr. President--· 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from North 

Dakota yield to the Senator from Montana? 
l\fr. MYERS. The amendment was adopted by a majority 

vote of the committee. I was there when it was adopted. I ask 
the .chairman to bear me out in that stutemeht. 

Mr. ASHURST. That is true . 
. Mr. GRONNA. I do not yield for a speech. The Senator will 

remember that on Saturday he declined to yield to me for a 
speech. 

Mr. l\IYE;RS. But I never object to yielding for a question. 
Mr. GRONNA. If the Senator wishes to ask a question, I 

will gladly yield. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator frorri North Da

kota has the floor. 
1\lr. GRONNA. I shall insist upon a recor<l vote upon this 

amendment, and I call for the yeas and nays. 
1\Ir. SUTHERLAl\TD. I wish to ask the Senator a question. 

This money, I suppose, comes out of the Indoian funds? 
Mr. GRO~'NA. It does. 
l\Ir. MYERS. I desire to make a correction there. It does 

riot come out of the Indian funds. It is a gratuity out of the 
Treasury of the United States. I ask the Senator to read the 
amendment. It is not reimbursable. It is a donation. 

1\Ir. SMITH of Georgia. For what purpose? 
Mr. MYERS. To encourage the Indians to make fariD:ing ex

hibits at a fair in Montana. 
· Mr. SUTHERLAl~D. I should like to ask the Senator from 

l\Iontunu upon what theory be thinks we are justified in appro
priating money out of the Public Treasury to prov:.de for an 
Indian exhibit at a fair? 

Mr. MYERS. In order to encourage the Indians to engage in 
agriculture, and to produce crops and become farmer:s. We 
have spent thousands and thousands of dollars in hiring furm
i.D.g insh·uctors, farm teachers, for Indians in· order to edu
cate them and make farmers of them, and I believe that this 
will do more toward making farmers out of the Flathead Indians 
than all the rest of the money that has been expended for that 
purpose. 

1\Ir. SUTHERLAND. Who is asking for this appropriation? 
The Indians? 

l\Ir. MYERS. The Senate Committee on InQ.ian Affairs. 
l\lr. SUTHERLAND. The Indians or the directors of the fair 

association? 
l\Ir. M"l"ERS. The request came from 1\:Iaj. Morgan, the Indian 

agent of the Flathead Indians. I offered the amendment at his 
request, supplemented by the request of a large number of the 
Indians who met me on the fair grounds at 1\Iissoulu, Mont., last 
full, and joined in the request of the Indian agent. The di
rector of the fair knew nothing about it. It was a surprise to 
them when I offered •the amendment. They were not consulted. 
· 1\Ir. GRONNA. I still have the floor, Mr. President. 
. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from North 

Dakota has the floor, and will proceed. 
l\Ir. GROJ\TNA. Mr. President, I wish to read the language of 

this amendment: 
For the erection of a l.milcling for the display Qf Indian exhibits upon 

the fair grounds of the Wc:>stern Montana Fair Association at Missonla, 
l\font., upon such plans as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall 
dii·ect, $1,000. 

It does n_ot provide tbat this money ~hall be taken out of the 
Treasury; it says at the direction of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affair~, and the only available money will be the Indian money. 
So I say to the Senator from Montana ·he is mistaken in stating 
that it will be taken from the' Treasury. · 

1\Ir. WILLIAMS and Mr. JONES addressed the Ohair. 
The PRESIDING O:E'FIOER. Does the Senator from North 

Dakota yield ; and if so, to whom? 
l\lr. GHONNA. I yield to the Senator from 1\lississippi. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I should like to ask the 

Senator from North Dakota if he does not think the provision 
would be even worse if it provided expressly that it was to be 
taken out of the Public Treasury? 

Mr. GRONNA. I think it would be 'vorse. 
1\Ir. WILLIAMS. Why should the people of Mississippi, and 

Georgia, and Alabama, and North Carolina, and New York pay 
to carry on an Indfan fair any more than the people of New 
York and California and North Dakota should be called upon to 
pay for a State fair in MisSissippi? 

1\Ir. GRONNA. That is true. I agree with the Senator. 
Now, l\Ir. President, I have nothing ftu-ther to say on this point. 

1\Ir. JONES. Mr. President--
l\Ir. GRONNA.. I wish to make a statement, and then I will 

yield. · 
l\lr. JO~TES. Right in this connection I ~vish to make a sug

gestion. 
-1\fr. GRO:NNA. I yiel<l. 
1\I.r. JONES. According to the language of the provision 

all that the commissioner has to do is to prepare such plans 
as the commissioner may direct, and the money must come out 
of the Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. GRONNA. If it does, just as the Senator from Missis
sippi [1\Ir. WILLIAMS] said, it should not be done. 1\Ir. Pre. i
dent, I believe that if we are to commence to erect buildings 
for this purpose we should not erect them only for Missoula, 

-Mont., but for every lndian agency in eyery State where we 
bave Indians. I am opposed to this amendment going in at 
this time. 

Mr. MYERS. Mr. President, just a few words. I agree 
with the Senator from North Dakota that if we would erect a 
building for each tribe of Indians in the United States in which 
to put their exhibits at some fair and thereby instill in them a 
spirit of competition, an incentive to industry and cultivation 
of the soil, making them self-supporting and making farmer of 
them, it would be money well spent, and I would favor doing 
it on every Indian reservation· in the _ United Stutes. This 
money is not to be reimbursable. That was discussed in the 
committee. It is a plain gratuity out of the Treasury of the 
United States to encourage Indians to follow agriculture, an 
incentive to develop them into farmers and to make them self
supporting. We spend hundreds of thousands of dollars for 
Indians in ways that are far less beneficial than this and much 
less judicious. 

There seems to be some disposition to criticize very severely 
thi amendment. I want to call attention to the fact that it 
is indorsed by the Secretary of the Interior. It came to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs with the indorsement of that offi
cial, who wrote a letter about it to the chail·mun of the com
mittee, which is found on page 30 of the report of the Senate 
committee on this bill, and which is us follo,vs: 

DEPART111ENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, Februan.J 24, 1916. 

MY DEAR SENA;roa: This will refer further to your memorandum 
transmitting for report copy of an amendment intended to be proposed 
by Senator l\Iyers to. the Indian appropriation bill {H. R. 10385), 
appropriating $1,000 for the erection of a building for the display of 
Indian products on the fair grounds of the Western Montana Fair 
Association at Missoula, l\Iont. 

1 am advised that for several years very successful exhibits of 
Indian products have been shown at this fair, and the Indians have 
won a number of prizes in direct competition with white :farmers. which 
has not only tended further to enco·urage them in their industrial 
activities, but also to give the public correct ideas of pt·esent civilized 
conditions among the Indians. 

No specific information seems to be available as to the sufficiency of 
the quarters for housing the Indiat:t e~hibit at this fair, bt;tt the pro
posed amendment would seem to mdtcate that they are madeqoate. 
Should Congress see fit to appropriate funds for this purpose I will 
inte1·pose no objection thereto and wlll use every means to_ see that 
the best possible use is made of whatever amount is appropnated. 

Cordially, yours, 
FaANKLI~ K. LANE, Secretary. 

Hon. HEXRY F. ASHURST, . 
Cl1ai1·man Committee on Indian Atfau·s, 

United States Senate. 

l\fr. PAGE. Will the Senator tell me from what page of the 
committee hearings he has been reading? . 

1\lr. 1\IYERS. I am reading from page 30 of the Senate com
mittee report on this bill. · 

Mr. CLARK of Wyoming. Mr. President--
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator fi.·om Mon

tana yield to the Senator from 'Vyoming? 
1\Ir. MYERS. With great pleasure. 
1\Ir. CLARK of Wyoming. I wish to ask .the Senator from 

Montana if he knows what accommodations the fair association 
has at this time? 

Mr. MYERS. I will answer that. I was just about to get to 
tllat. I am glad the Senator asks the question. 

Mr. CLARK of Wyoming. Then, further, if there are not 
sufficient accommodations to accommodate all the exhibits that 
may be entered there, would it not be rather up to the fair asso
ciation to furnish accommodations for exhibits, rather than to 
have the exhibitors themselves do it? 

1\lr. MYERS. It might be in some cases, but this has the ap
proval of the Government. It is intended as an incentive to the 
Indians. I will say that at the Missoula fair last fall the In
dians had a ~·plendid agricultural exhibit-corn, wheat, -grasses, 
oats, hay, vegetables, berries, fruit, and all the products of the 
soil, showing that the Flathead Indians are making a good be
ginning in agriculture. Their land has been alloted to them, and 
it i · necessary that they should go on their -allotments and cultl
T"ate the{Il and make a living, unless they are to be forever wards 
of the Government. This would encourage industry in them. 

Mr. CLARK of Wyoming. My suggestion--
Mr. MYERS. I will answer the question. There are no 

adequate quarters there for an Indian exhibit. Their exhibit 
is housed in quarters which at~e not nearly. sufficient, and the 
Indians and the Indian agent want an Indian building, where 
the Indians can gather when they attend the fair and hold con
ferences and make their headquarters and have their exhibits; 
have them in a~ special building, put up especially for their use 
and designed according to their needs. 

Mr. CLARK of Wyoming. I merely wanted to remark that in 
other States where they have Indian exhibits at fairs. the fair 
as ociation provides most abundant and capacious rooms for 
them and they are very glad to do it. It forms added attrac
tions to the fair association. 

lUr. MYERS. I want to say in _addition this is to be a 
gratuity appropriation, and on that account I expect it to have 
the \ery earnest and hearty support of the Senator from Ver· 
mont [Mr. PAGE]. In the debates Saturday about the appro
priation for the Flathead reclamation project the Senator from 
Yermont complained that it was reimbursable out of the funds 
of the Indians and contended that was not fair to the Indians. 
I asked him how he thought the appropriation should be made 
and he indicated that he thought the fairest and best way would 
be a gratuity appro'priation by the United States Government. 
He indicated very pointedly that he might be willing to vote 
a gratuity appropriation of about $6,000,000 to complete the 
Flathead reclamation project, for the benefit of Indians and 
whites oil the Flathead Reservation. 

Now, I am sure that, as an evidence of his good faith, he 
will T'Ote for this little beginning, which is just a drop in the 
bucket, just as a grain of sand on the seashore, as compared 
with the enormous sum of $6,000,000 of which he was talking 
Saturday. Then he showed a strong disposition to change the 
plan of making Indian appropriations from reimbursable ap
propriations to gratuity appropriations. Then we were making 
reimbursable appropriations and he was strong for gratuity 
appropriations. Now this is a proposition to vote money di· 
rectly out of the United States Treasury for the benefit of 
Indians. This would be a ' good beginning for him, a gratuity 
appropriation of just $1,000 instead of $6,000,000, and I feel 
sure of his very hearty support. Let him begin now to show 
his willingness to vote gratuity appropriations to Indians. This 
is a good time. Here is a good chance. 

l\Ir. GRONNA. Mr. President--
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Mon

tana yield to the Senator from North Dakota? 
1\lr. l\fYERS. I yield with great pleasure. 
1\lr. GRONNA. The Senator from Montana, I am quite sure, 

will remember that there were others who asked for appropri
ations like this. 

l\11·. MYERS. I do not remember any others. 
· 1\lr. GRONNA. It was suggested by other members of the 
committee that it was an exceedingly dangerous proposition to 
begin. 

l\Ir. 1\lYERS. I care not what was suggested; the committee 
recommended the amendment or it would not now be in the 
bill and before the Senate. 

1\lr. PAGE. l\Ir. President--
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from 1\fon· 

tmia yield to the Senator from Vermont? 
l\Ir. MYERS. 'Vith great pleasure. 

Mr. PAGE. I want to take but a moment of time to' read 
what I said at the time we were discussing this matter before 
the committee. . 

Mr. 1\IYERS. No; I was talking of what the Senator said 
Saturday, on the floor of the Senate, in debating the amendment 
for an appropriation for the Flathead reclamation project.- It 
was that occasion to which I referred. 

Mr. PAGE. That is right; but I am speaking about what I 
said in committee. 

Mr. MYERS. All right. 
l\Ir. PAGE (reading) : 
Senator PAGE. I would like to say that I would not let the Senator 

from Montana say anything more than I can in regard to the beneficial 
results from competition at State and county faii·s; but we seem to be 
entering upon a field here that I think we do not see the end of. It 
there is any reason why we should build a building for this county fair 
and should say it is a county and not a State fair, then why should 
lli~ u~gEe~h~~ t~~~ -=~~e~d1ag~i up a buildin~ in every county in 

That is my objection to this feature of the bill. I do not see 
any reason why we should make any exception of a State fair 
or county fair in Montana. 

I stated further : 
If we are going to enter upon that plan of constructing buildings for 

the Indians everywhere, I say amen ; let us do it, but I think we · are 
opening the door here to buildings that will be legion in number if we 
continue to build these buildings in all parts of the United States. 

• • • • • • • 
I dislike to announce that I shall have to make a point of order on 

items of this kind, but if this item is put in I notify the committee I 
will make a point of order on it. ' 

I feel that this is one of the worst pieces ·of legislation that 
we could adopt here, because any Senator who is on the Com
mittee on Indian Affairs knows that from beginning to end 
there is one continuous application for funds for such purposes 
as this; and the only way we can stop such onslaughts is to 
refuse to establish the precedent, and then by saying that, 
unless we have a precedent, we shall not enter upon this kind 
of legislation. The item is small; I do not like to take up the 
time of the Senate in opposing it, but here is an item that is a 
beginning. I asked distinctly of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs if he had a precedent, and, if I remember correctly, he 
stated there might be .so~e precedent, but he did not cite any. 
I still insist that we are entering upon a very dangerous class 
of legislation when we undertake to make appropriations for 
such purposes. 

Mr. MYERS. This is one of the very meritorious items. 
Mr. SUTHERLAND. Mr. President, I want to ask the Sen

ator from Montana whether he is in favor of a general policy 
which will result in appropriating money . for holding these 
Indian exhibits in all of the States where Indian reservations 
are to be found? 

Mr. MYERS. I th~nk it would be money well spent to expend 
$1,000 of Government funds on each Indian reservation in the 
United States where the lands have been allotted to the Indians, 
where the Indians have been thrown on their own resources, 
and where it is necessary to teach them to become farmers. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. How large an expenditure would that 
amount to per annum? 

i\Ir. MYERS. I do not suppose there are over a dozen such 
Indian reservations in the United States, so the expenditure 
would be approximately $12,000 a year. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. There are more than a dozen places 
where Indians are engaged in farming upon their lands. 

1\lr. MYERS. I said Indian reservations, where the lands have 
been allotted to the Indians, where they are on their own 
resources, and are required to make a living on their own land. 
There is one reservation of that kind in Montana, and I doubt if 
there are more than three or four in the entire Union. 

~Ir. SUTHERLAND. But this is not confined to Indian 
reservations. It says: 

For the erection of a building for the display of Indian exhibits upon 
the fair grounds. -

Mr. MYERS. - It refers to the Flathead Indians, on the Flat
head Reservation, in Montana. 

Mr. SUTIIEltLAND. Oh, ·no ; it is a separate item, wholly 
independent of the Flathead Reservation or of any other 
reservation. 

l\Ir. NORRIS. Mr. President--
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Utah 

yield to the Senator from Nebraska? 
Mr. SUTHERLAND. Yes. 
Mr. NORRIS. I should like to call the attention of the Sen

ator to the fact that this is an appropriation for the purpose of 
constructing a building. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. Yes. 
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Ur. ' NORRIS. There would ·hav.; 'to be an · aWUtiona1 atJpro
priation to mak-e the displa-y. 'This entire sum appropriated 
would be expended in the construction of the bui'lding 'for a 
State fair -a soeiation in Iontana. Has thnt occurred to -the 
Senator from Utah( Nurre of this -money co-ula be ·used to 'make 
a di play af the exhibit, but th'e :appropriation is s~ply for 
the erection of the building, ·so-that an exhibit could "be :made if · 
tlw could get the money -for that J>Ul"POse otherwise IDld bring 
the exhibit to the building. 

1\lr. SUTHERLAND. Mr. President, 1 can "foresee -tthat if we 
enter upon this policy nobody can tell how much llloney we :are 
goinO' to.approptiateher-e:nter, and I think"we would .hesitate if a 
gen~al bill were brought in .here providing for the -expenditure 
of u fllou and dollars in -each of the States or~ :perhaps, in ea.ctl 
of the counti-es m the western country :where Inoiaris are en- · 
~gro in :fa.mning. J: thirik we would hesitate a long time ~efore 
we would accede to -a ·general-pOlicy of fhat kind. 

This is a small appropriation; but if we aaopt it it is the be
ginning of a very large expeniliture hereafter and i'or pur
po es which are not .of a go-vernmental ebaracter in -any sense 
of the word. 

1\lr. WILLIAMS. 1\lr. President, I think the ~hief objection 
tC9 this Jll'Oposit.iBn consists in what ·was just stat-ed by the Sen
ator fi·om Montana [l\Ir. 1\h:ERsJ. It is a mere grain of sand 
out of .a number on "the eashore. and it ~cnn not stop with the 
Indians either, because if ~on. once start the idea that you are 
to erect buildings to carry ·un county nr State .fairs-fa:irs on 
Indian Teservations which are on an ~unl 'footing with f!on.nty or 
State fairs-you have to go further. 

The Senator from 'Vermont Tl\fr. PAGE] said that it might ex
tend to every part 1>f the eounb·y where there are Indians. Sup
pose 'it does. Shall it -stop tbere? What is the matter with 
the white 'folk! 1f you are going 'to create emulation in agricul
ture by having tbe Federal Government construct buildings _'for 
the ·purpo e of making better .agrienltural exhibits, why are you 
golng to confine it to any one race upon. tbe territory of the 
United States'1 

:a-rr. 1\.fYERS. I should like 'to "a.D.swer that ·question. 
The PRESIDING {)FFICER. Does the 'Senator from Mis

si ippi yield to i:he Senator 'from Montana~ 
1\fr. WILLIAMS. Wait one second; -and 1 shall do -so. Why 

hould the Indians, or why ·should the 'darkeys, or why should 
anybody ·else possess -any l)ec'llliar advantage over -the white 
people of the country? 

:Mr. 'MYERS. Because the Indians -are the wards of the Gov-
ernment, and the white people ar-e not. · 

Mr. WILLiAl\IS. Ah, the Indians are <!onsideroo the wards 
of the Government, n.nd the aark>eys nave 'been considered the 
wards •of the Government, and -nearly :verybody ~x:eept white 
people has been considered a ward of the Government ; but e-ven 
9eing 11 ward does not entitle ·the guardi-an to take away from 
·omebody else to wh-o1n it belongs a certaln amount of money 
for ad-vancing tne interests of tfu~ ward. It only entitles the 
guardian to ~pend the =wa.r<l's money in t:be manner mQst highly 
beneficiu.l to the ward. 

It is true that this -particula-r :g:m:trdian, the United .Btates, 
has misspent a whole lot of these particUlar wards' money; it 
has misu eel it-::lllisnppropriat-ed. !it; it has thown it .Jaway., and 
ha kept bad .fuith time after time, '-UD.d agaii.n ana "again; but 
that does not affect the ·fact that rthe -only duty ..of a gna:rdi.an is 
to use the ward's money 'for the ben~t of the WaTd. 

Now, the :Senator .from Montana t-ens us that these people 
are already so well .advn.nced--'Or · ather the Senator from . .Mon
tann did not tell us that, but he Tead u. letter from the :Secreta:ry 

· of the 1nteriOT, the .Hon. Franklin .K. Lane, w.hieh told u that 
these ·peo_ple were .already so .far attvRnced out there tlw.t -they 
ha<l taken J)Tize u:fter =prize over the white If:'ax:mers in their 
neigl:iborh<>ad. \Veil, then, if that be true, and the object of 
this · appropriation be to better farming, we should try to bette-r 
the .-vhite man ·fanning out in i:hat country and let the 11llder 
dog have a show. 

It seems to me, M.r. ,Pr.es1Cient, that we can rnot urt'or:d -to take 
the first tep which would carry us 1nto that 'fi-eld m 'l'eserva
tion :and county and Smte :fairs. W.e ha-ye ruready ·taken steps 
arrying :u out into i:be 1ieM of nationn.l 'fah· as w-e enll ihem. 

I \oted against every one of them ; I never voted for IOne 1n my 
life. I can not conceive of the authority resting :in the Fed
eral Government to ea.ITY on a farr uf any description. There 
was, however, some glamor around the word "national," 
spelled with a great big "N," but there is no ;glam.or about 
tile word ' re el'Tiltion " spe1led -with a big .,. R;'' "Or file .word 
"countY" pelled 'With a 'big '"C," or 'the -wmd "State ' spelled 
with a big " S." I think the right place to stoi> this thing 1s 
the place where you stop a trip in the -wrong -d.tl'ectian, nnd 
that is just before you start out. 

'Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Presidtmt, I -raised the l'Oint of order on 
this amendment because ;:r thought it should be defeated, ai'd 
I hope that the Senate will vote it down. 

'The 'PRESIDING OFFJ:CER. Is .the demand .for the yeas 
and nays on this um~ndment seconded'? 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
'Th-e amendment was Tejeeted. 
The reading of the biD was -resumed. The next amendment 

of the Committee on Indian Alfllirs -was, on page '58, after line 
20, t-o insert : 

'For tile :improvement und maintena:nee for bathing ·purposes l>f the 
Camas Hot Springs, .near the town of Camas, on the FJ.atbea.d Indian 
Reservation, M.ont., said bathing -privilege to be .free to the Indians 
but all other persons shall pay such fee as shall .be required by th~ 
Commissioner oi Indian Affairs, and for the employment of ':1 care
taker t 'SU.c:h .annual 'Salacy as '1DilJ7 be fixed by said Commissio.IU:!l' ol 
Indian Affairs, -,$5,'000. 

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. P~-esident, I raise the point of order that 
that amenament is not germane to the bill. 

Mr. 1\fYERS. The -amendment rests on the 'Same basis as 
th-e preceding amendment, and that amendment was decided to 
be .germane. · 

Mr. ASHURST. I raise the poinf ef ·order that the :point of 
order is not d-ebatable. 

1\fr. :MYERS. 1\Ir. President--
Th-e PRESIDING OFFJCER. T.be Chair wtu put the ques· 

tion 'QP to the Senate. , 
Mr . .MYERS. Might I speak 13. word in reply to the Senator 

from Kansas? . 
Mr. CLARK of Wyoming. Regular order! 
Mr . .MYERS. I merely want to say <a word. 

Ir. DURTJS. I have made th-e :point of order, and it is not 
debatable. 

Mr. MrnRS. I want to sk a ·question of the Senator f·rom 
K'Rnsas. ·. 

Mr.. CLARK of Wyoming. Regular order, Mr. President. 
Mr. MYERS. I wish to nsk the Senat-or from .Kansas if he 

does not think it rather unfair to ~ut .off debate on a point of 
.order like this? 

The P.RESIDING OFFICER. 'l1he r€t,"'Ular order is called for. 
The question is as to wheth-er or mot the amendment is germane. 
[Putting the .gu-esti.on.J The "noes" eem to have it. 

Mr. MYERS. I askior a division. Thismnendmentis just as 
germane is was the Dfher amendment. 

The question being put, on a ilivdsion the amendment was de
cided to be nQt germane to the bill. 

Mr. SMOOT. Wlk'lt became of the amendment? 
The P.RESIDING OFFICER. .It was d-ecided to be not ger· 

.mane, ..and went ont. 
Ir:.. HITOHCOCK. 1\fi:. President, I mov-e the ado.Ption of the 

amenllment which I send to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Ohair is informed· that the 

committee amendment in the paragraph will have to be first 
coru;ide.red. 

.Mr. HITCHCOOK. · I nnderstood the committee amendment 
.had been agreed ·to. 

Mr. CURTIS. We are only ,considering committee mnend
me.nts at this time. 

'1\fr.. IDTOHOOOK. I desire to say that ii have the consent of 
tbe rcllah·man of the committee to offer this amendment a-s an 
amendment to the collliDittee amendment. ~t has been con
side~ed by the Indian Bur-eau. 
. The \PRESIDING OFF1CER. Does the Senator from Ne
brm;Jm off-er his amendment us an amendment in lieu of "th£l 
committee .. amendment? 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. No; but to add it at the end of the ,Jmra
grapb, in line 10, after the fiO'ures "$10,800." 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Ohair is informed that we 
h v-e n<>t ..reactled that :point .in the bill. 

The reading of the bill wn .resumed. 
The next amendment -of the ·"'ommittee ·on Indian Affairs was, 

u~· fhe h~d of "Nebraska~~· on page 59, line 5, to change the 
number of the section from U to .12, and in line 8, after the 
word "lmprovements," to strike out " $5,000 " -and - insert 
" $10,000," so as to read; 

BEe. ;:1.2 . .Fo:r suppurt ltlld ~ucation 'Of ~00 Indian pupils at the Indian 
school ;at Genoa, .Nebr., including pay of su.perlntendent $68,800; for 
general repairs and improvenrents, $10,000; -for new bohers at power 
plant, extension of lighting system and of water and sewer main and 
for ebnstrux:tion of eptic tank, $10,86fi. ' 

Th amendment w 11.greea to. 
1\f.r. HITCHCOCK. Now, Mr. President, my amendment 'fol

lows, in line 10. It is an amendment ·which hn:s been accepted 
by the clmir1llliD of the committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. -'l'he amendment will be stated. 
The SECRETARY. In line :ro, .-after the figures "'$10,800," it is 

proposed to insert : 
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Fot· suitable employees' quarters· for physician, principal teacher, and 

clot·ks, 7,000. 
Tile PRESIDIXG OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 

the amendment. 
Mt·. SMOOT. l\Ir. President, I should like to have the Senator 

offering the amendment explain why the appropriation of $7,000 
proYided for is asked? 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. I can do so perhaps best in the language 
of the Acting Secretary of the Interior, whose letter on the 
subject reads as follows: 

ThE> second proposed amenflment provides $7,000 for employees' 
qua1·tprs. The Genoa school has no suitable quarters for its principal 
teacher. At present be occupies a small, poorly ventilated room in 
the a<·ndemic l.mildlng. Adequate quarters for the principal teacher 
are badly neEded. 

For many years this l'Chool has bad contract physicians. Under this 
plan the physician llvPs . in town and bas an extensi-ve practice there. 
Consequently, be gives comparatively little time to school work. A 
re ·idE>nt physician is needed who, in addltion to treating pupils who 
are ill. will give lectures, aid in the inspection of buildings and pupils, 
and nttend to sanitation of the school. A resident physician can not 
be employed until suitable quarters are provided. Unmarried employees 
at the Genoa school are com!ortably provided for as to quarters, but 
man·ied employees are not so well cared for. 

l\It·. Si\IOOT. I thought from the reading of the amendment, 
l\lr. President, thnt it only applied to the erection of a building 
for the superintendent. I now understand that not only is it 
supposed to provide for the superintendent but also for the 
resident physician and other employees of the school? 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. 'l'hat is correct. 
ThE:' PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 

the amendment proposed by the Senator from Nebraska. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
l\Ir. HITCHCOCK. I ha\e another amendment, which is in 

the nature of an emergency amendment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Senator desist one 

moment? The Chair is informed that the total sllould be COl'· 
rected. 

l\Ir. HITCHCOCK. I should like to have the change in the 
total wait until I propose another amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Very well. 
l\Ir. HITCHCOCK. I offer the amendment which I send to 

1.~1e de ·k, to follow the one just agreed to. 
The PRESIDIKG OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 
The SECRETARY. Following the amendment jn t agreed to, 

it i · proposed to insert: 
For the purpose of making necessary repairs on the Government 

[)ridge across the Niobrara River near Niobrara, Nebr.; also to recon
strvct one span of 90 feet over the back channel of the Niobrara River 
at the same point, the .sum of $6,500; said sum to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary Qf the Interior. 

1\Ir. HITCHCOCK. I will say by way of explanation that 
thi · is necessary because the two spans of the bridge have just 
been washed out, so that the accident occurred too late to have 
the matter of repairs considered when the pending bill was 
in committee. Thls is a Government bridge between the Santee 
Re ·enatioh and the Ponca Reservation. 

l\Ir. ASHURST. And it is on a reservation ? 
1.\Ir. HITCHCOCK. It is on a reservation. . 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing 

to tlle amendment offered by the Senator from Nebraska. 
'l'he amendment was agreed to. _ 
l\lr. HITCHCOCK. Now, Mr. President, it will be necessary 

to change the totul figure so as to read $103,100. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the amend

ment will be stated. 
'l'he SECRETARY. On page 59, line 11, the committee have re

ported an amendment, to strike ont "$84,600" ·and insert "$89,-
600." It is now proposed to insert "$103,100" in lieu of ·" $89,-
600." . 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
l\lr. BROUSSARD and 1\lr. NORRIS addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER The Senator from Louisiana. 
l\lr. NORRIS. l\lr. President--
The PRESIIHKG OFFICER. The Senator from Louisiana 

has been recognized. 
l\fr. BROUSSARD. l\lr. President, I regret exceedingly that 

I feel compelled to take the floor at this moment to interrupt 
the . peecling of the Indian appJ.7.opriation bill, which my friend 
the chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs has been doing, 
especially as I am a member of the Military Affairs Committee, 
and the members of that committee appreciate his efforts to dis
pose of the appropriation bill to-day so as to permit the im
portant Army reorganization bill t9 be taken up to-morrow. 

l\1r. NORRIS. 1\Ir. President, will the Senator from Louisiana 
yield to me? · 

The PRESIDIKG OFFICER. Does the Senator from Louisi
ana yield to the Senatoi' from Nebraska? 

l\Ir. BROUSSARD. Certainly. 
l\1r. NORRIS. I merely desire to offer an amendment apply· 

ing to the particular paragraph of the appropriation bill just 
under consideration. I do not think it will excite any discus
sion. The committee has alreaqy approved it. 

l\1r. BROUSSARD. I will yield with the understanding that 
I may proceed immediately after the matter is disposed of. 

Mr. NORRIS. It seemed to me that while we were on this 
particular paragraph it would be well to finish it. 

l\Ir. JO~ES. Mr. President, a parliamentary inquiry. 
The PRESIDING O~FICER. The Senator from Washington 

will state his parliamentary inquiry. 
l\Ir .. JONES. I inquire if general amendments are in order 

as we proceed with the bill? 
The PRESIDIKG OFFICER. The Chair understood that only 

committee amendments were in order at this time. 
Mr. JO?Ii~S. That is what I understood, that we were simply 

reading the bill for committee amendments at the present time. 
l\fr. NORRIS. ·we have just agreed to two amendments that 

\Yere not committee amendments. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is true; but it is contrary . 

to the agreement. 
l\Ir. JOKES. I have no objection; but I have some amend

ments to offer, and I desired to know what course was being 
pursued. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understood that, by 
unanimous consent, it \Yas agreed that amendments of the com
mittee should first be considered. 

l\1r. NORRIS. Tlle amendment to which I haYe referred has 
the approval of the committee; it is a. report of the committee. 
It is in the shape of a bill on the calendar, unanimously reported 
by the committee, and in that sense is, in fact, as much a com
mittee amendment as were either of the two amendments which 
have just been adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator desire action 
now? 

l\1r. NOllRIS. I should like to have the amendment dis
posed of. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 
The SECRE'l'ARY. On page 59, after line 11, it is proposed to 

insert the following: . 
That the Secretary of the Interior be, and be is hereby, authorized, 

in his discretion, to approve the asse sments, together with maps show
ing right of way and definite location of proposed drainage ditches to 
be ma<le under the laws of the State of Nebraska upon the allotments 
of certain Omaha and Winnebago Indians in Wakefield drainage district, 
in Dixon, Wayne, and Thurston Counties in Nebraska. 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to pay the amount assessed against each of said allotments: Provided, 
That said asse. sment shall not exceed $10 per acre on any allotment or 
portion thereof; and there is hereby app~opriated for said purpose, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sun1 of 
$30,000, to be immediately available, the said sum to be reimbursable 
from the rental of said allotments, not to exceed 50 per cent of the 
amount of rents received annually, or from any funds belonging to 
the said allottees, in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior. 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and be is hereby, authorized, 
in his dls<'retion, to approve deeds for right of way from such said 
allottees or their heirs as may be necessary to permit the construction 
and maintenanct' of said drainage ditch upon the payment of adequate 
damages therefor. 

That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to approve 
the assessments upon all other restricted allotments located within any 
~l~l~s;fl Jeb~~1_~~ . district located and made under the. Ia ws of the 

That in the event any allottees shall receive a patent in fee to any 
allotment of land in any lawfully constituted drainage district within 
the State of Nebraska before the United States shall have been wholly 
reimbursed as herein provided, the amount remaining unpaid sbail 
become a first lien on such allotment, and the fact of such lien shall be 
recited on the face of each patent in fee issued and the amount of the 
lien set forth thereon, and the receipt of the Secretary of the Interior, 
or of the officer, agent, or employee duly authorized by him for that 
purpose, for the payment of the amount assessed against any allotment 
as herein provided shall, when duly. recorded by the recorder of deeds 
in the county wherein the land is located, operate as a satisfaction of 
such lien. • 

That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to perform 
any and all acts and to make such rules and regulations as may be 
necessary and proper for the purpose of carrying these provisions into 
full force and effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (l\Ir. WADS WORTH in the 
chair). The question is on the amendment offered by the Sen
ator from Nebraska. 

The amendment "·as agreed to. 
THE SUGAR INDUSTRY. 

l\fr. BROUSSARD. l\Ir. President, I had intended to have 
the Secretary read excerpts from an article published in the 
New Orle.11ns Daily States of recent date, but, as there. are por
tions of ·the article which are not germane to the matter, which 
I desire to discuss, I shall read the excerpts myself. I quote 
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from the New Orleans Daily States o.f <!ate March ~'1 of t his 
year: 

[By Arthur Ball (staff special to t he .States) .] 
LA F AYETTE., LA., Maran .15, 1916. 

• • • • • • • 
" I am uo ..apologist for .Mr . .Ewing," .s.aiil Senator RANSDELL. " He is 

wen able to take care of himself. B ut I must tell -you men, t h e men to 
whom I know to be intere ted in the sugar industry, of the work '01 
Robert Ewing in behalf of ugar. You all mn.st l'ecollect m~ opposition 
to free s-ugar. Tever have I .gone through sueh a period .as that in 
which tbe sugar -tariff .fight was waged ; and I hope that I neve-r again 
shull lhav.e to go through another such period. I fought against free 
sugar, but I could not win. 

·· When I saw that we faced defeat in that tight I suggested to the 
other opponents of free sugar that we should bring to Washington the 
one man wbo couJd do more for the sugar industry than all the Louisi
ana delegation combined-that man was Robert .Ewing. I pr.eviously 
had arranged an interview with th-e Pr.esident for Senator BROUSSARD 
and myself. That interview lasted 15 minutes-15 minutes was all the 
time that we Louisiana Senators could obtain to .state our case to the 
President. 

"But I h'"llew that Robert Ewing, the greatest Wilson man in Louisi
ana before the Democratk nominating convention, tbe leader· of the 
Wilson forces in Louisiana after the convention, a member of the Wil
son campaign committee of 15, the personal friend of Postmaster Gen
eral Burles<>.J+, who is one of .Mr. Wllson's chief political a-dvisers, could 
do more than we. 

"And Robert Ewing came a,t our call. He stayed tllere in WaSh
ington for weeks at his own expense, was in -constant conference with 
the leaders of both sides of the sugar-tariff fight. Never before have 
I seen .a man work more earnestly for a ·cause than did Robert Ewing 
for Louislana's sugar industry. He work-ed so earnestly that he assumed 
the chance of placing himself 1}1 bad odor with his party. 

"Then tbe cry for free sugar became louder. Ewing pleaded for 
time; he begged the P.resident to preserve the tarllf far at least seven 
~·ears. .T·ust before the Underwood tariff bill went to the Senate the 
President called Senator BROUSSARD, Mr. Ewing, and myself into con
f erence. We three pleaded with the .President for a three-year exten
sion 'Of the tariff, but could not move ·him. Senator BROUSSARD and 
myself left, and Mr. Ewing remained behind with the President. The 
next day the tariff bill came out with the -three-year clause. I tbink 
it is an act of ju tice to say that but i'or the eft'orts of Rcrbert Ewing, 
the man w.ho has been most maligned in this gubernatorial campaign, 
sugar to-day would be upon the free list." 

• • • • • • 
FRANKLIN, Ma1·c1~ 16~ 

"Sena tor J. E. RANSDELl;. spoke to a large and enthusiastic audience 
here Tuesday night. Ex-Senator Murphy J. Foster presided over the 
meeting. On the sugar question Senator RANSDELL said: 

·• When the sugar fight came on all of the true friends of the in
dus try of Louisiana felt that the fight .had gone forth and that s~ar 
would be placed on the free list. The Ron. Murphy J. Foster was domg 
all that he could. I was doing my best, and it was decided in a con
ference that the one man in Louisiana that could do more for sugar 
tha n anyone else was Robert· Ewing, of the city of New Orleans. 

"I made the original suggestion that he be sent for, and in respon.se 
to our appeal he came to Washington at once. Mr. Ewing had led tbe 
tight for Woodrow Wilson at the Baltimore convention. He had 
worked for the nomination of Mr. Wilson, and -after the nomination 
Mr. Ewing was one of the committee of fitteen who had charge of his 
campaign. 

''Mr. Ewing was also very close to Postmaster General Burleson, who 
was one of the most influential .members of the Cabinet. 

"I can testify that no man worked more enthusiastically and un
seai.shly than Robert Ewing for the cause of sugar. 

" He asked and worked tor a reasonable duty to be retained on sugar. 
ana did his utmost to secure it. Failing in that, he appealed to Presi· 
dent Wilson to con ent that the -placing of sugar on the free list be 
delay d for a period of even years. ·It was finally agreed to gi-ve them 
three years of graee. 

"Your distinguished ex-Senator was there doing his utmost, and I 
was w orking with him. It was splendid team work ; but i.f one man 
more than another was a leader in that fight, it was Robert Ewing, of 
N.ew Orleans. 

" To Robert Ewing more than to any other man in the Etate of 
Loui iana the eugar planters owe the tnree years' extension of the sugar 
tariff. I am no apologist for Mr. Ewing. He can and will take .care of 
himself, but in simple justice to him I must tell you that -the .sugar 
planters of tbe third congressional tdistr:i.ct owe 1\Ir . .Ewing a debt ·ol 
etern ... <tl gratitude f..or the fight ;he .made fm• them at Washington. 

" The fight that M1:.. Ewing made at Washington almost estranged 
bim !rom his own party, but nevertheless he made it honestly and sin-
cerely. _ 

·• Mr. Ewing .remainee in Washington during the entire time that the 
sugar question was under con idera.tlon, and notwithstan.ding the very 
urgwt "Offer of the sugar people to pay his expenses he refused to accept 
e> n that much for his services, not only giving his' time and tal£ont to 
the sugar people but 1>aid every cent of his own expenses." 

, enator F.oster, before the mee-tihg adjour~d, said that in -simple 
justice be wished to confirm the statement made by Senator RANSDELL~ 
and that be wished to state publicly, what he had frequently stated in 
private conversation, that Mr. Ewing worked night ·and day in the 
cau of the sugar .industry ol this State on that occasion, and that he 
al o agreed with Senator RANSDELL in his statement that it was laJ:gely, 
if not entirely, due to the work .of Mr. Ewing that the three years' exten· 
sicrn wo.s inserted in the -taritr bill." 

pay little or no attention to criticisms, no mat ter how -unfair or 
unjust, believing that if one sort of criticiSpl, unjustly n.pplied 
required B reply, 'Rll critieisms must lead to the same COurSe · 

1 

But, Mr. P resident, the quotation which h_as jt1s~ been. r ead · 
was uttered by a Member of this body and publis}led in a news
paper .owned and edit ed "!JY ~he very individual ~P.o.~~Jle wished 
to pra1se and whose publicatiOns regarding myself hav~]OI' man) 
yea.11.·s been -directed toward misrepresenting IllY positipn upon 
public questions, criticizing my course in public a llirs and 
which have been intended to destroy my usefuiness as a public 
servant. 

I feel that this is an unusual situation and that my duty, as 
much to myself as to th~ people whom the ~.ehator al;llU'essed, 
who have honored me w1th unopposed election to the House o 
Representatives for 18 years, and who have helped so materiallY: 
to promote me to my present position as a 1\fen:il:>er of this body'; 
demands this course. The men to whom the SenatOr ruldre s€d 
himself are my friends and neighbors, one and all . TJ}ey have 
known me from early ·childhood. A large portion of. them are 
related to .me by . either blood or marriage. Theii· faith and 
trust in me have been abundantly provenl ap.d the gooa name 
which I have built up among them for trutn ,apa loy!llty• to their 
interests is possibly the only thing in which I have~giown richer 
with the years of my servi.ce in Congress. 

These statements made by the Senato~ ar~ a.t utt~ varlancp 
with what I . have told them. . If the &·enator's stat~ments 6~ · 
correct, then I am placed in the attitude of luivinR been bolli 
deceitful and disloyal toward them in t•eturli for copnaeu<:e an'd 
faith reposed in me by them. I -can not remain silent withoUt · 
at the same time occupying a position of embarra.ssrnent .and 
humiliation; but more, I can not remain silent withQtii permit.: 
ting them to be deceived as to those inimical and a.htagonistle 
to their d ominant interest. 

My reiations with my colleague [Senator RANSDELL], covering 
a long association in the other branch of eo·ngress, lia:ve been 
such that I regret beyond the possibility of expressio:fl th~t .I am 
compelled to take issue with him upon any questi_pn· anywhere, · 
and more espe~ially in this Chamber. FrOIJ;l the bofto¢ of my, 
heart 1 wish some other course were op~n to me or that a coni;. 
manding duty both to myself and to the people of .touisia.ria 
permitted me to remain silent. 

My colleague recently returned from a tour of campaigning 
in Louisiana. So far as the papers have advised me, his -efforts 
wer-e addressed to the voters of the third congressf.o-nij district 
of that State. the district I had for a long time the honor to 
represent in the House before becoming a Member of lhis body. 
About tbe time of his return the New Orleans States, ari evening 
publication of the city of New Orleans, owned and edited by 
Robert Ewing, Louisiana Democratic national COII\mitte_eman, 
reached me, containing a summary of the accounts -of two meet
ings -addressed by the Senator which I have just read. 

I did not believe that the statements could be made bv the 
Senator, and therefore withheld comment on them uri"tu I 
should, in justice to him, verify their correctness. At the first 
opportunity I submitted the newspaper :account of tlie speeches 
to the Senator, requesting him · to read it, and to inform me 
!Whether he was correctly reported. He inform-ed me that he 
had read ·the statements and that he was correctly reported. 
True, that night he telephoned me to say that after rereading 
the report of his statements at Laf-ayette and Franklin in the 
Daily States he had found that he had been incorrectlY quoted 
in two minor instances. I replied that bis statements as re
ported were unwarranted and unjust, and I repeated to him my 
statement of the morning that it was my purpose to refute 
them in justice to .myself, and as a warning to those who had 
read them; that these statements had received large circula
tion, and that his correcting any part of them to me over t:l:\e 
telephone did not correct the evil of which I complained witli 
rregard to them, and could not remedy the evil unless given the 
same publicity which the .statements themselves haa received. 
r ha-ve waited a reasonable time to make this statement on the 
fioor of the Senate, in order that proper correction might be 
made by the Senator. No sueh correction has been mu.de, but 
on the contrary the offense is aggravated by the puplication, 
in the same paper, of a sten-ographic repo-rt of the Senator's 

Years devoted to the public service have taught .me that no speech at Thibodaux, in which, substantially, the Senator re
mntt er what may be the rectitude of one's course, one is sure at peats these statements. I have therefore concluded that I could 
times to be misunderstood by well-meaning men and t o be misrep· not abstain longer from correcting the impre sion ·which these 
r esented by men of evil mind. statements have made upon the people whose attention has been 

· l1ave had my share of both these experiences, a:nd, indeed, called to them by their publication. 
probably all men who have long served in a public .capacity have This explains the necessity for my trespass upon the time and 
met with the same fate. To be misrepFesented, to have facts the patience of the Senate in order that I might discuss the 
di to1-ted, situations enlarged a· minimized for selfish, malicious, I rverity -of the statemenU:i. · . 
or misguided ·pm·poses, 1s doubtless the price paHl by those 'bo I need not state to my colleagues on this :floor that · in n public . 
occupy positions of trust. I have long since made i t a rule to service of 19 years in Congress I have left behind me in Loui-
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siam\ my fair share of political enemies. · All of us, doubtless, 
have accumulated these in any course of long service, and many 
of us are rather proud of our accomplishments in that direc
tion. I can truthfully say that the crop which I have raised 
during my service gives me little concern on the one hand and, 
on the other, at times it is helpful. When these enemies can 
all be located, acting in unison upon a given question, I find 
little difficulty in determining the course that I should pursue. 

Now, we all know that this has been an exceptionally impor
tant session of Congress. There has not been a day when any
one could foresee what the next day would bring forth. The 
Pr . ident himself used a similar expression even long before 
the German controversy became acute, and before it became 
necessary for us to exert the arm of the military to protect 
.American lives on American tenitory on the Mexican border. 

I shall not now ~'Peak of the many vitally important matters 
to Louisiana that are pending at one or the other end of this 
Capitol. I need but say that as a member of the Military 
Affairs Committee in its efforts to reorganize the Army and 
to prepare for our country's defense, I have not found it pos
sible to absent myself from the Capital at any time since the 
convening of Congress. My political enemies, great tacticians 
in the art of political maneuvers, have not been slow to take 
adnwtage of this situation. Claiming, on the one hand, an 
overwhelming victory for the Democratic ticket, persistent ef
forts have been made by them to f·ompel me to abandon my 
duties here in order to take part in the pending campaign. 
The quoted statements from the Senator's speeches in my old 
district are, in my judgment, part of this plan. A simple quo
tation from the Senator's speech at Lafayette will describe the 
claims being maue for the ticket : 

"I believe that this is a Democratic audience and will agree with me. 
"l'ut the c.rowd to a vote," said a man in the audience. · 
"That would be unnecessary, my friend," the Senator replied quickly. 

"We had an election in Louisiana on January 25, and out of a pos
sible 142,000 voters 114,000 declared this State to be Democratic. And 
I know that most of those 114,000 men are honorable. They will not 
repudiate the Democratic Party after ha.ving participated in its pri
mariPs. f have been running for offi~ nearly all of my life, and I know 
th.'l.t honesty is the best policy in politics as it is in business." 

I have courteously declined to leave my duties here to join in 
speech making in Louisiana during these critical days to our 
Nation; and, notwithstanding this overwhelming estimate of the 
Senator's, I find my enemies busy by every device to harass 
and embarrass me in this attitude. I have discussed this situa
tion with the Senators who have control of this legislation in 
the Senate and who are aware of the work in which I am en
gaged, and th-ey have urged me to remain here. Assuming, as 
I must, that my duty to myself and to the people of Louisiana 
require that I take cognizance of the Senator's statements, and 
realizing my inability to go to Louisiana to refute them, I see 
no way of correcting them other than in the manner I am pur
suing. 

Let us analyze the Senator's statements. At Lafayette the 
Senator said: 

I bad previously arranged an interview with the President for 
Sen:1tor BnoussAnD and myself. That interview lasted 15 minutes-
15 minutes was all the time that we, the Louisiana Senators, could 
obtain to state our case to the President. 

That statement is not true. 
In the first place the instance to which the Senator refers 

occm-red in th~ first part of April, 191~. At that time I was 
not Senator, but .l was a l\lember of the House of Representa
tives, representing the people of the very district the Senator 
wa addre~sing. 

l\fr. RANSDELL. :Mr. President--
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. WADSWORTH in the chair). 

Doe the Senator from Louisiana yield to his colleague? . 
1\Ii·. BROUSSARD. Certainly; I yield. 
l\fr. RANSDELL. I should like to ask the Senator if I did 

not tell him . on the night of the 21st instant, when I spoke to 
him, that I had read that interview very hastily on the train 
in Louisiana, and when I read it over carefully after he spoke · 
to me on the floor of the Senate I noticed that it stated there 
had been an interview between the President, himself, and my
self, and that this statement was an error; that the interview 
referred to had been between the President, ex-Senator Foster, 
and myself? Did I not explain that to the Senator? 

Mr BROUSSARD. Is that the Senator's question? 
Mr. RANSDELL. That is my question. 
1\Ir. BROUSSARD. The Senator did say that ; and I called 

the attention of the Senator at the time to the fact that he 
could not go into Louisiana and secure the publication through
O"!Jt the St~te of a statement that was not correct, and then 
correct it at night over the telephone to me; that he had to give 
the corr~tion the same publicity that his statement had been 

-

given in the State of Louisiana through the papers that quoted 
him. 

I wanted to be fair to the Senator. I submitted this state~ 
ment to him, and asked him to read it and to correct it before 
I took any position; and the Senator glanced at it, said he had 
read it, and that he was correctly reported. 

?!fr. RANSDELL. That occurred on the floor of the Senate, 
did it not, when I was quite busy? That afternoon I read it 
carefully and called my colleague's attention to the fact that it 
contained misstatements in two particulars. 

1\lr. BROUSSARD. Oh, well, yes; it occurred upon the floor 
of the Senate; but I had gone to the Senator and told him that 
I intended to l!efute these statements in some way unless he 
told me that he was not correctly reported. 

Mr. RANSDELL. Now I wish to ask the Senator--
Mr. BROUSSARD. I do not want to engage in any contro

versy at this time. 
Mr. RANSDELL. I am not going to do that. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Louisi

ana further yield to his colleague? 
Mr. BROUSSARD. I do. I want to give the Senator every 

opportunity. I have given him that opportunity and waited a 
week to see the publication, because any correction that the 
Senator might have -made had to be sent to New Orleans, and 
then the paper had to be published and come back here. I 
have waited ample time for the Senator to correct not only this 
unimportant thing, but the important parts of this statement, 
which do me an injustice and do the people of the State an 
injustice . 

Mr. RANSDELL. I wish again to ask the Senator if I did 
not specifically say to him that night-the 21st instant-that the 
reported interview was incorrect in. using his name when it 
should have used ex-Senator Foster's name; and if I did not 
tell him that I had not had any interview with him in connec
tion with President Wilson, when only 15 minutes' time was 
given us, but the interview I referred to was between ex-Senator 
Foster, the President, and myself, when we were ghen 15 
minutes? I stated that to the Senator, did I not? 

Mr. BROUSSARD. Oh, yes, Mr. President; and I caned my 
colleague's attention to the fact that if he made any corrections 
they should be given the same publicity that th.e statement had 
received, since I was being criticized upon this question and 
I conceived it to be my duty to remain here and attend to the 
public business. 

Mr. RANSDELL. I should like to ask the Senator if I did 
not also tell him at the same time that the reported interview 
quoted me incorrectly in saying that Mr. Ewing had more in
fluence than all the Members of Congress combined? 

1\fr. BROUSSARD. I will reach that point in a moment. 
Mr. RANSDELL. That I had said that he had more influ· 

ence than any other one man? 
Mr. BROUSSARD. I want to submit to the Senator whether 

it is fair for him to go to Louisiana and in a public speech 
charge that two United States Senators here in \Vashlngton 
and eight Members of the House from that State had less influ
ence than the national committeeman, and then come over at 
night and telephone me that he was misquoted in that paper, 
and make no effort to correct the impression that he had left 
behind in Louisiana? I ask him if he conceives that to be an 
adequate explanation of being misquoted? 

Mr. RANSDELL. Did I not tell the Senator at the same 
time--

Mr. BROUSSARD. Well, Mr. President--
. Mr. RANSDELL (continuing). That the interview from 
Franklin--

Mr. BROUSSARD. I decline to yield further for a question 
on that point. I do not deny and I have already stated that 
the Senator rang me over the telephone and corrected two state
ments with regard to that publication, and that I informed him 
that those corrections should be given the same publicity that 
the statements themselves had received. There is no necessity 
for having any discussion about that matter. I do not deny 
that the Senator said that. To the contrary, I said that he ad· 
mitted havirig been misquoted, but he declined to pursue the 
course which I would have pursued if my attention had been 
called to a misstatement that did injury to anyone. 

Mr. RANSDELL. Mr. President, will the Senator permit 
me--

1\fr. BROUSSARD. I decline to yield further upon that point. 
Mr. RANSDELL. It is not on that point. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator decline to 

yield? 
Mr. BROUSSARD. No; I yield if it is on some other point. 
1\fr. RANSDELL. The Senator I1as two interviews before him 

there, in the same paper, and one of them is from Fra~ 
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Did I not tell t11e Senator that the Franklin interview was 
correct and the one from La Fayette was incorrect? 

l\fr. BROUSSARD. These are not interview , l\Ir. President. 
They are speeches delivered by the Senator. 

1\Ir. RANSDELL. Will not the Senator state whether I told 
him that tlle Franklin notice was correct and the La Fayette 
one was incorrect? 

rr. BROUSSARD. Yes; and the Franklin notice is no more 
correct than the La 'Fayette one, as I will prove. 

Mr. HA~SDELL. All right. 
1\fr. BROUSSARD. Nor bad the Senator made any such en

gagement for me with the President; nor had I gone with him 
to . ee the Pre- ident for 15 minutes or for any other period of 
time. The Senator should not belittle me, no matter what spirit 
DOS. essed him to humble himself, that by contrast he might ele
Yate the national committeeman, Robert Ewing, in the eyes of 
the audience which he was addressing. 

At La Fayette the Senator said : 
" Ju. t before the underwood tariff bill went to the Senate, the Presi

dent called , enator BnoussAnD, Mr. Ewing, and myself into conference. 
We three pleauell with the Pre&Juent for a three-year extension of the 
tariff, but couh.l not move him. Senator Bnot.'SSARD and myself left, 
nncl ~It·. Ewing remained behind with the President. The ~ext day the 
tariff !Jill came out with the three-yea1·s' clause. I think It an act of 
justiC'e to . a v that !Jut for the efforts of Robert Ewing, the man who 
has lJeen most maligned in this gubernatlonal campaign, sugar to-day 
"'oulu be on th e ft·ee list." 

· Tlli statement, like the one first quoted, is also untrue. The 
bill was pending at the time before the \Vays and Means Com
mittee and the report of that committee was not to the Senate 
hut to the House, nor was its re·port made "the ne~t day." 
The Yi ·it to the President referred to by the Senator "·as on 
..:\.pril 5, 1913. The report of the Ways and l\leans Committee 
wa. made to the Hou e on · April 21, or 16 days later than the 
Senator say . Nor did Senator Thornton, the colleague of Sen
ator RANSDELL, vi it the President that day or any other day 
with Senator HANSDELL, or alone or with anyone else. To sub
stantiate thi statement I quote Senator Thornton's testimony 
to the Senate Lobby Investigating Committee, page 967-
speaking of the alleged visit of the Louisiana Senators to see 
the President: 

Senator THORl\TOX. Pardon me, Mr. Chairman, you said that 'the 
Senators had been to see him-1 have never seen l\lr. Wilson on the 
subject. 

r.rhere were many men ft·om .Louisiana in conference with us 
at that time--men engaged in the cultiyation of sugar cane and 
in the manufacture of sugar. At a conference on tlle day to 
\Yhicll the Senator refers it was decided that the Senator and 
the nntional committeeman should seek an audience witl1 th~ 
President nnd I>resent additional matters for llis consideration, 
\Yith a Yiew of avoiding the pending ruin of our leading indus
try. Senator Thornton was in Louisiana and did not attend the 
conference. The appointment for them was made with the 
Pre. ·ident for 8 o'clock that evening. Tired and worried over 
the arduous work \Vhich we were doing, as soon as the confer
ence disper. eel I repaired to my office in the House Office 
Building. Finding my secretary absent and with a view of 
eating dinner quietly, I went to the Powhatan Hotel, and there 
my secretary found me and informed me that the President 
had seYeral times telephoned for me, saying that he wanted to 
see me at once. At the Powhatan I had met the Senator and 
the national committeeman, who had invited me to dine with 
them. :My secretary and I repaired at once to the telephone, 
antl he immediately secured connection with the President in 
person. Upon taking the phone the President informed me that_ 
he hatl been trying to reacll me since 4 o'clock, and that he 
wanted to see me as soon as possible. I told him that I under
stoo<l he had an appointment with the Senator and the national 
committeeman for 8 o'c1ock; that it was then 7 o'clock; that I 
was not only very tired but extremely hungry, as I had not 
eaten anything since early morning. I closed IJy saying that 
if agreE-able to him I would eat my dinner, whkh had already 
been ordered, and would call in company with the Senntor and 
the national committeeman. Together we three reached the 
President's office at 8 o'clock, and he was awaiting us. 'Ve 
discu sed the matter .in hand quite at length. I do not care to, 
nor i it nece ary that I should at this time, relate any of 
the particulars of our discus ion. At 50 minutes after 8, the 
President remarked the hour and said that he had an appoint
ment with Congre man U -DERWOOD, then chairman of the 
\Vays and l\Ieans Committee, for 9 o'clock, and as he arose we 
al o arose and moved toward the door. 

T·he President not hu ving had the opportunity to speak to me 
about the m::ttter which he had in mind, and about which he 
hurl been telephoning me since 4 o'clock, came up to me and 
requested me to remain_ a moment; and while the Senator and 

the national committeeman moyed out of the room and down
stairs I remained to talk oyer w_ith the President the matter 
about which he \Yas anxiou to see rue. 'l'his \Vill explain why 
it wns L and not the uational committeeman, who wns re
quested to remain to speak with the President when the con
ference \Yas ended. lt mnst have been 9 o'clock when the 
President ancl I parted and I went downstairs to join the Sen
ator and the national committeeman. And as we w·ulked out 
of the front door of the \Yhite Hou ·e we met and stopped and 
shook hands with Congres man UNDERWOOD ou his way to keep 
his appointment with the President. It is not true, therefore, 
that "the President called Senator BRoussARD, 1\Ir. E\Ying, 
and myself [the Senator] into conference." Nor had l\Ir. 
E\Ying remained to talk with the Pt·esident while t11e Senator 
and I mo\ed away, as the Senator says. It was I who remained 
to speak with the President of t11e matter which he had in 
mind and about which he bad telephoned me. I have a most 
distinct and \ivid recollection of the fact, us I have of every 
fact that transpired at that conference. The President had 
nut had the opportunity to speak _to me until the other two had 
left the room, and it was for that reason t11ut he detained me 
and permitted the Senator and the national committeeman to 
withdraw from his presence. This was the last visit which I 
ha\e had the honor to pay the President, and . I can not be 
mistaken with regard to the circumstances I relate. If, there
fore, tl1e Senator means to convey the idea-us his language 
inrticates-that in some mysterious way the national commit
teeman had whispered the word to the President \Vhich be and 
I had not heard, which caused the President to change his 
attitude on this question after our failure in a 50 minutes' dis
cussion to convince him, it is evident that he draws his facts 
from his inmgination. 

But tl1is is not all -the evidence on the subject. After the 
conference we joined the delegation in order to -enable the Sen
ator and the national committeeman to report the result of t11e 
conference with the President. I was present when the report 
was made and no such report was made indicating in the slight
est manner what the Senator now says had tran. pii·ed at the 
White Honse. The gloom that settled on tbe assembly well 
depictE-d the nature of the repo;:t. I recall distinctly the 
ominous silence that prevailed like a pall on every hand. The 
despair of some of the people who were pre ent, since to them 
it meant bankeuptcy and utter ruin. Each could see the dire 
disaster that would follow the making of sugar immediately 
free. Those who felt that they might sunive saw in their 
mind's eye their neighbors and friends driYen to destitution. 
All realized that a catastrophe was imminent from which none 
would escape-neither rich nor poor, neithet· white nor black, 
neither young nor old, nor men nor women. No one of us enter
tained any hopes of anything but immediate free sugar, as the 
result of the report of that interview had by the Senator and 
the national committeeman with the President, which I ltad, 
as by accident, attended. I it pos ible thnt while this . cene 
was presented to the eyes of Robert Ewing, that he had secnrely 
locked in his bosom the a. urunce that there would not be free 
sugar for thre8 years? If so, as the Senator would ha>e us 
believe, then Robert Ewing paints himself a far worse man 
than I belieYe ltim to be. And when did the Senator first 
acquire the knowledge which he so flippantly imparts to an 
astonished people, after so long a lapse of time? I am curious 
to know, as that would prove the most important part of his 
revelations. · • · 

The newspaper accounts of that date bear out my statement 
us to the report made by the Senator and the national commit
teeman. 

The Daily Picayune, of New Orleans, of April 6, 1913, contains 
this report : 

WASHIXGTON, April 5. 
" President Wilson 's proffered compromise on sugu·, which should 

mean a 1-cent-a-pound duty for three years and then free sugar. was 
rejected to-night by Senator RANSDELr,, Representative BROUSSARD, and 
Robert Ewing, Democratic national committeeman from Louisiana. 

'l'he Louisianians to-night. carried to the 'White Bouse a strong pro
test against free sugar adopted to-d!!-Y at a meeting in New Orleans ot 
the American Cane Growe•·s' Association. 

Deadlocked with the Wbite House and standing fast for protection of 

s~~a:at was the situation late to-night in the Louisiana congressional 
delegation, who have not budged 1 inch from their original po ition 
that suaar must be adequately protected, and who have rejected to 
date Pr'esident Wilson 's ultimatum that a duty of only 1 cent per 
pound be placed on sugar, with the commodity free in three years, Ol' 
the alternative of a free-sugar bill. 

The situation to-day was practically the same as yesterday. The 
Louisiana Congressmen, and the other Louisianians here to fight to 
preserve destruction of the great industry, held two conferences-one 
at noon and the other late this evening. It was unanimously decicled 
that it would be impossilJle to accept a 1-cent-per-pound duty, with 
free sugar in three years, anu the delegation decided to stand pat and 
let President Wilson do bis worst and carry out his implied threat to 
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have the Ways and Means Committee bring In a free bill unless the 
1-eent duty was accepted. 

'Telegrams from Louisiana sugar interests, principally from New 
Orleans, arrived in an avalanche to-day addressed to members of the 
delegation, sayio11g that the 1-cent compromise, with free sugar in three 
years, was not wanted, and would not be acceptable. 

The stumbling block is over the three-years' free-sugar schedule. 
'Loui iana cane lntprests would accept a 1-cent net duty, but not free 
sugar in three years,' said the telegram." . . . . . . .. 

"1\fr. BROUSSARD explained to 1\fr. Wilson the Canadian sugar tariff, 
whereby for every ton produced in Canada 2 tons are admitted duty 
free. Mr. BnoussARD suggested that a modification of this plan-one 
free ton for every domestic protected ton produced-might solve the 
problem. It was a new idea to Mr. Wilson, but the President lntl
matel.l that it was now too late to adopt anything new. 

Mr. Ewing told the President that a compromise might be efEected 
so that a 1-cent duty could be p-laced on sugar, and it eouhl be arranged 
that free sugar in three years be left discretionary with the President 
at the end of tbat time and not mandatory by act of Congress. 

Thi s did not strike Mr. Wilson favorably, but he said he would con
sider it. Be listened attentively to the arguments, but his attitude, 
as it bas always been, was noncommittaL The delegation got the 
impression, however, that Mr. Wilson intends to insist on his program. 

Chairman UNDERWOOD, of the House Ways and Means Committee 
reached the Whlte Bouse just after the Louisianians left. He brougbt 
a copy of the completed tari.ft' bill for the President's final approval. 
Mr. UrmERWOOD discussed the proposed sugar compromise b.rietly with 
the P:resirlent, but it was understood that no changes were made in 
the blll as it left the Ways and Means Committee to-day. It was car
ried to the Government Printing Office tO--night by Mr. UNDERWOOD 
himself, and he expects to have it in readiness for consideration of 
the majority members of the Senate Finance Committee which will 
meet late to-morrow." 

The Times-Democrat, of New Orleans, of the same date, con: 

a list of these delegates. The convention itself did not meet 
until 8 o'clock the same everung. Following this list, among 
other things, appears this item of-news : 

The meeting will be called to order by Thomas H. Lewis, chairman 
of the Democratic State central committee, and the tem~orary chair
man, who will be made the permanent chairman, is L. E. Moss, of Lake 
Charles. Blanchard, :Barrett, and Thomas were all eliminated in the 
interest of harmony. All thls, barring the battle engineered by Rom:mr 
F. BnoussARD and F. C. Claiborne, planned last night and this morning 
at the last moment of the situation, does not indicate that the battle 
will develop into anything serious. . 

The national committeeman's paper carried, straight across 
the front page of that edition of the paper in large type, " The 
delegates stand 13 to 7 for Olark." And in large type, after 
naming those who would be delegates, giving to each his designa
tion for Wilson or Clark, as the case might be, there appears the 
following paragraph : 

It is practically agreed that the unit rule shall be adopted, that ~ov. 
Hall will be the chairman of the delegation, and that the conference 
to decide upon the action in 'Baltimore shall be taken after the arrival 
of the delegation. 

The other evening paper, the New Orleans Item, in the edition 
that reached Baton Rouge just prior to the convening of the 
convention, which was at 8 o'clock at night, carried across the 
page similarly as the States bad carried it th ..: following: 

" Our delegation 14 to 6 for CLARK, and wUl vote as a unit." 
This paper was supporting Speaker CLARK and g.ave him one 

more vote than the national committeeman's paper, supporting 
Wilson, conceded to the ~peaker. 

WASHINGTor.·, AprU 5. Speaking of Robert Ewing, the Item of that issue says: 
"President Wilson's proffered compromise on sugar, whlch would mean " His papers indicate that he is forgetting a good deal about Wilson, 

tains this report : 

a 1-cent-pound duty for three years and then free sugar was rejected and his activities here indicate that he is thinking deeply about Ewing." 
to-night by -Senator RANSDELL, Re-presentative BRoussARD, and Robert · That was the correct attitude of the national committeeman 
Ewing, Democratic national committeeman from Louisiana. The Loui- th t d ·-
sianians to-night carried to the White House a strong protest against a ay. 
free sugar adopted to-day at a meeting in New Orleans of the American Now, no sooner had the Lonvention convened, and before the 
Cane Growers' A."sociatlon. temporary chairman had concluded his address, as I walked into 

They predicted the :mln of the industry if the President persisted tb b 11 th d 1 t ]led f I t d I in his determination to eliminate all duty froc sugar. They offered as e a e e ega es ca or me. n a s orm an uproar 
a compromise the suggestion to the President that he indorse a 1-cent was carried to the speaker's platform, the convention being 
duty on sugar for three years, with the provision that sugar be made held in the hall of the house of representatives. I spoke briefly 
duty free at the end of that period if, in the President's opinion, it at against Speaker CLAnK and the delegation's instruction to vote 
that time was advisable. They pointed out to the President that such as a tinJ't. "~ I concluded calls were made for Congressman a proviso would enable him to investiga.te the claim that a great indus- ~ 
tr_y would be ruined by the removal of duty, and told him that he would Wickliffe, who had reached Baton Rouge shortly after my ar
be able to Insist just as strongly upon fr'ee sugar then, if he saw fit, as rival there, and who was a supporter of Speaker CLARK. He he is doing now. 

AJthough the delegation was in conference with the President for spoke in the Speaker's behalf and for an instructed delegation 
more than an hour, be gave no intimation as to whether he would con- to Baltimore. The delegates continued the uproar, demanding 
sider their offer of a compromise. tb t I 1 t Co Wl~1?1~.,., h' hI d'd · ddr Chairman UNDERWOOD, of the House Ways and Means Committee, a rep Y 0 ngressm.an wU.Lu.e, W IC 1 m an a ess 
reached the Whlte Bouse just after the Louisianians left. He brought of not exceeding five minutes. The convention got-down to work. 
a co-py of the completed tariff bill for the President's final approval. The delegates were selected as secretly planned and then a mo
Mr. Ul>"DERWOOD di3cussed the proposed sugar compromise briefly with tion was made to instruct the delegation to vote as a unit, which 
the President, but it wa.s understood that no changes were made .in the 
bill as 1t left the Wnys and Means Committee to-day." was the other part of the same plan agreed upon by the factions. 

It is apparent from these reports tha"': the Underwood bill 'l'he succe s of this motion necessarily would have given the rna
having embodied a provision for free sugar, the President at no jority of the delegation the right to vote the minority, and as 
time, as reported to the delegation by the Senator and the na- Speaker CLARK was conceded to have a majority of the delega
tional committeeman, wave'red one instant or intimated in any tion, clearly the entire Louisiana vote would have been cast for 
way that be had in the least changed his determination to '!Up- the Speaker on the first ballot and permanently thereafter. 
port the free-sugar clause. On the contrary, these repOI·ts bear Instead he received 12 votes to Gov. Wilson's 8 on the first 
me out that the President insisted on his po ition, and they may ballot, ·reduced to 2 to Gov. Wilson's 18 on the last and many 
be accepted as conclusive proof that the President did not make previous ballots. 
any such promise to· Robert Ewing as the Senator states. The motion was promptly made to table the resolution of in-

At La Fayette the Senator said : struction. A roll call was demanded ·and carried. Upon the 
nut r knew that Robert Ewing, the greatest Wilson man in Louisiana roll' being called the tenth ward of New Orleans voted for 

before the Demo('ratlc nomination convention, the Ir:ader of the Wilson the unit rule. Robert Ewing, said by the Senator to have been 
forces in Louisiana .after the convention- the leader of the Wilson forces in Louisiana, is the boss of that 

And so forth. ward. In fact, be is much better known as boss of the tenth 
From this statement it js evident that the Senator is as un- ward than as either national committeeman or newspaper man. 

familiar with what transpired at Baton Rouge on .Tune 4, 1912, He knew full well that the success of his vote meant a unani
as his memory plays him false with regard to what transpired mous Clark delegation, yet be cast it in betrayal of the can· 
in 'Va ·bington precerling the report· by the 'Vays anrl Means didacy of Gov. Wilson, whose leader the Senator tells us he was. 
Committee on the UnderwoO<l bill. True, the newspaper:: of the The resolution was nevertheless tabled and the fight I led for 
nationnl committeeman had been supporting the candidacy of an uninstructed delegat~on triumphed. Thus it was that 
Gov. Wilson. _ through the efforts of the Wilson forces, of which I bad been the 

Before the State conYentiD!• met an understanding was reached spokesman on the floor of the convention, Robert Ewing was 
among the contending- fnctions in L9uisinna regarding both the saved from himself, and his vote preserved for Gov. Wilson 
personnel of the delegation to be sent to Baltimore and the even over his own protest. 
adoption of the unit rule, which was inimical to the candidacy But, 1\ir. President, bow could the Senator know what was 
of Gov. Wilson. Hobert Ewing was a party and a beneficiary going on in Baton Rouge when these stirring events were trans
of this political deal. I wa in Washington, as were the other piriog? He was here at the Capitol, busy sending telegrams to 
member of the delegation, including the Senator. Upon being Baton Rouge, urging the convention to come to the support of 
appri. etl of the . ituation I repaired in great haste to Baton Speaker CLARK. He was ignorant of the movement which 
Ronge. I Teache<l that city on the day prior to the meeting -of \Vil on's friends, including myself, were engineering to save for 
the conYention. I found that the entire delegation had already I Gov. Wilson the few votes which had been secretly allotted 
been elected in private conference, the two factions of the party us by the national committeeman and his allies in the State 
in Louisiana having combined in the .support of the candidacy I in apportioning the delegation. The national committeeman 
of Speaker CLAnK. The national committeeman's paper, the was looking to his own candidacies. He was busy with more 
Daily States, in its edition of 2-.30 p. m., June 4, 1912, contained important things. He was looking to his trade for two pcsitions 
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for himself. ·we have ·alxeady seen how be got one of these; 
~l ntl here is how he got the other : 

The Times-Picayune, Sunday, March 12, 1916, says: 
"John :M. Parker, in a recent speech, charged Robert Ewing w}tb 

having broken faith with the men who secured Mr. Ewing's reelection 
as Democratic national committeeman from Louisiana in 1912. He 
asRerted that Mr. Ewing was made national committeeman by G<?v· 
Hall at the request of a numbeJ.· of reform leaders, particularly Damel 
D. Moore, editor of the Times-Democrat, and that after obtaining the 
office 1\Ir. Ewing broke his solemn promise to these men to stand by 
the cause of referm, to fight the "ring," _and to support the Hall 
atlministratior: . 

l\Ir. Ewing, in his newspaper a day or two later, vigorously. denied 
both propositions and asserted that his election was due to his great 
popularity and strength with the Democrats of the State. 

.Mr. Ewing is the storm center of the present State c.ampaign. The 
political power, which he gained in large measure through the very 
maneu•cr in question, bas made b1m a c.ampaign issue. It therefore is 
considered fittin~ that a statement should be made at this time of the 
circumstances which led up t;, Mr. Ewing's election and of his sub
sequent actions. This narrative is based upon the statements of the 
men involved. The recollections of these men are agreed as to the de-
tails. Only :Mr. Ewing's newspaper has a different version. . 

It wiil be recalled that Mr. liwing broke with the city orgamzatlon 
over the candidacy of John '1'. Michel for r.:overnor and supported Dr. 
James B. Aswell. Realizing that Michels election meant his own 
elimination as a poiitlcal factor, Mr. Ewing promptly declared for 
Judge Luther E. Hall, the Good Government League candidate, on the 
eUminatlon of Dr. Aswell in the first primary. He later induced Dr. 
Aswell to follow him. 

Through his newspapers and individually he announced his inten
tion of supporting the Hall administration. The league faction in the 
tenth ward responded by giving their support to Mr. Ewing's candidates 
for the Bouse and Senate in that ward. When this took place the 
Michel candidates withdrew. 

The primary over, Mr. Ewing reached out for the Hall people, with 
the reelection of himself as national committeeman in view. He was 
a frequent vi itor to the office of J. Zach Spearing, who, as chair
man of the league's State campaign committee, naturally became one 
of the principal advisers to the governor-elect. Through Mr. Spear
ing Mr. Ewing reached a number of i.nfluential Hall supporters. He 
then let his candidary become known. 

l\Ir. Ewing's candidacy was received with favor among. reform 
leaders. Judge Hall felt kindly because of the part Mr. Ewmg had 
taken in brealdng up the agreement of Dr. Aswell to support John T. 
Michel after the first primary. Among reform leaders in New Orleans, 
Col Ewing was regarded as a valuable asset because of his knowledge 
of the inner secrets of the "ring," a.nd the fact that Ewing's de
sertion would leave the " ring" without aggressive newspaper sup
port in the city. The country leaners of reform were somewhat .(livid~d. 
Some doubted Ewing and others thought it good politics to reelect 
him national committeeman and keep him in line with the reform 
cause. 

MADE NO INDORSBMENTS. 

The eclitor of The Times-Democrat bad refrained from indorsing 
anyone for appointment or election to any office after the primary. 
He desired to leave the new governor free to act on his own judg
ment and personally to keep out of politics. He was approached during this period by Mr. Ewing, who rehearsed 
·his fight with the "ring" and declared be bad burned. the brld~es 
behind him. He said he wanted to get out of local politics and m
tcnded to give up the leadership of the tenth ward and devote bls 
entire time to his newspnpers. He added, however, that b.e would be 
glad to cooperate with the Good Government Le~gue and mtended to 
support the administration of Gov. Hall. He sa1d most emphatically 
that under no circumstances would be go back to .the organization and 
to Behrman. '£ben he a ·ked Mr. Moore to use b1s influence with the 
governor in behalf of his ~andidacy for n~tional committeeman. 

To Mr Spearinl{ Mr. Ewmg made very Similar assurances. He said 
be would support -the llall administraJ;ion and its measures. He made 
the reservation that be -could not support the league in the ci_ty fight 
without a reorganization of its committees, but was specific and em
phatic in his declaration that he would not support Mr. Behrman nor 
go back \Yith the " ring." _ 

RELIED uPON ASSURANCES. 

· On these as urances that be would support the governor and oppose 
the " ring," and on the urgent request of Mr. Ew~g. the ':ditor of !he 
Times-Picayune 'called on Gov. Hall the day followmg the mauguratton 
and urged that the executh·e give his support to Mr. Ewing. 

The preceding day Mr. Ewing attended the inauguration of Gov. 
nan and had given every evidence of being an enthusiastic supporter 
of the new administration. · . 

The governor was much impressed; Mr. Moore and Mr. Spearmg 
were c<..nvinced. , 
. On the govemor's dedsion the matter reeted. Wi~h the govPrnor s 
indorsement 1\Ir. Ewing's election wa.s ~ssured_. With the ~overnor 
opposed. his election would h?-ve been Imposstble. G_rea~ bitterness 
still existed between Mr. Ewm.g and .tl_le city _organ1z~t10n. Many 
country leaders still distrusted Mr .. Ewmg and viewed h~m merely as 
a bof'.S temporarily nt outs with his fellows. Except his own tenth 
ward delegation. Mr. Ewing bad few friends in the State convention. 

Wl ile inclined to be friendly with lhe tenth ward leader, Gov. Hall 
hnd remained noncommittal until the editor of the T.iii?-es-Democrat 
made strong representations. Mr. Moore was of the opm10n that Mr. 
Ewing should be reelected because ?f bis fight against ~be machine 
and his promise to continue that fight. Mr. Moore. believed .. Ewinr, 
sincere in bis a. surnnces for the future, and that depnving the ring 
of l!:~Ying and the States in the city fight would create a hil{hly favor
able situation for reform. And be thought, moreover, that Mr. Ewing 
would in the end actively support the league ticket. · 

YIELDS TO REQUEST. 

The governor yielded to the request of Mr. Moore. As he has said 
on numerous occasions since: "The Times-Democrat was one of the 
chief instrumentalities in my -election. I counted on its support for 
my policies. I bad confidence in the judgment of its editors, and felt 
that if they considered Mr. Ewing's election desirable as a mea.ns 
ttnvard the success of their fight against the machine they lrnew what 
they were doing." 

In this shape events moved up to the week of the convention. In 
the meantime, Mr. Ewing and the States had declared for Woodrow 
Wilson for the Democratic .nomination. Gov. Hall favored CHAMP 
CLARK. By the Saturday before the convention the fight for the 
Louisiana delegation had become rather lively. ' 

As the head of the Orleans group in the convention, Mayor Behrman 
called on Gov. Hall and snggested a working agreement. The mayor. 
and all the Orleans leaders except Mr. Ewing were for CHAMP CLARK. 
The mayor suggested that the city was entitled to name three of the 
six delegates at large, provided, of course. the names suggested wero 
not objectionable to ~e governor and .ijis friends. The governor 
.answered that be thought the proposal fair. 

Word of this agreement reached the ears of Mr. Ewing. He wished 
to be one of the delegates at large, but did not want to put himself 
under obligations to Mayor Behrman. So he macle a direct appeal to 
Gov. Hall explaining the situation. He asked the governor to suggest 
his .name as one of the city's three . 

The governor called on the mayor and asked the mayor to include 
Mr. Ewing as one of the three delegates at lru·ge to be named from 
the city. The mayor readily agreed, although he added: "We don't 
like and have no use for Ewing." 

WAS DISQUlETING. 

The situation. however, was disquieting to ML'. Ewing. The conven
tion was for June 4. On Jun•! 1 Mr. Ewing went to the editor of the 
Times-Democrat much exercised over reports to the effect that he could 
not count on the support of the governor in the .nomination. In the 
presence of Thomas G. Rapier, then general manager of the Picayune, 
Mr. Ewing urged Mr. Moore_to go to Baton Roul?e the fol1owing day 
(Sunday) again to urge the governor to support hrm for national com
mitteeman. 

Mr. Moore replied it was impossible for him to go, and in the light 
of his previous understanding with Gov. Hall he considered it unneces
sary. But Mr. Ewing was so insistent that finally Mr. Moore agreed 
to send Norman Walker, associate editor of the Times-Democrat, to 
Baton Rouge to see the governor. Further, at the urgent request of 
Mr. Ewing, Mr. Moore agreed to call Gov. Hall by telephone Sunday 
morning and to inform him that Mr. Walker was on his way to see 
him on an important matter and that Mr. Walker spoke for Mr. Moore. 

1\Ir. Walker saw Gov. Hall, and the governor again gave his assumnces 
that be would support Mr. Ewing. The same day Mr. Moore left the 
Sta.te for a month's vacation, taken on advice of his physician. 

The opposition to Ewing had not died, however. Ferd C. Claiborne 
and some other independent Democrats who refu. ed to believe in Mr. 
Ewing's good faith threatened to fight anyway and attempted to organ
ize an anti-Ewing movement among the convention delegates. The gov
ernor bad to step in to placate these insurgents. 

PROGRAM WENT THROUGH. 

Except for a. fight between the Clark and Wilson followers, in wblch 
the governor had friends on both sides, the chief executive's program 
went through the convention without a bitch. . l!.fr. Ewing was elected 
national committeeman and a d&legate to the Baltimore convention. 

The next day, or possibly the Gecond day thereafter, Mr. Ewing's 
paper, ·the States, made its first attack on Gov. Hall in an article which 
said the governor had been whipped in the convention. 

Mr. Ewing went to the national convention; then to Sea Girt; and 
then to Chicago. He returned to New Orle.ans shortly before the city 
fight. Mr. Moore, absent from June 2 until the beginning of July, had 
not beard from blm durincr this period. On Mr. Ewing's return Mr. 
1\Ioore, Mr. Catreryi and others of the Good Government League made 
several unsucc.essfu attempts to see him. 

But Mr. Euing, already cool toward the governor, went the rest of 
the route and again combined with Mayor Behrman and the "ring." 

His statements about Mayor Behrman were forgotten, as were his 
aims to get out of local politics. His definite promises to fight the 
" ring " and use his paper for better influe.nces in politics were treated 
as unmade. The old harmony in machine ranks was restored with Ewing 
on top, the master of the situation. He had taught the other bosses a 
lesson, and they were prepared to obey." · 

Continuing the last-quoted sentence, in order to accentuate the 
influence exercised by Robext Ewing, the Senator says: 

A member of the Wilson campaign committee of 15. 
Yes; and it was in that capacity that Robert Ewing permitted 

the hireling of the Sugar Trust, F. C. Lowry, to insert in the 
Democratic Campaign Textbook a vicious attack upon the lead
ing industry of his own State. It is for this, perhaps, that the 
Senator says that the sugar planters of the t~ird congressional 
district are under" a debt of eternal gratitude to Robert Ewing." 
This Lowry textbook attack upon the domestic sugar industry 
was a palpable violation of the declaration of the Democratic 
platform, which has for its fiTst declaration, among others, the 
following paragraph : 

We recognize that our system of ta.ritr taxation is intimately connected 
with the business of the country, a.nd we fa.vor the ultimate attainment 
of the principles we advocate by legislation that will not injure or de
stroy legitimate industry. 

Now, Robert Ewing knew, as I told members of the Louisiana 
delegation and every delegate in the convention who took an 
interest in the matter, how this plank had been drafted. lie 
knew how it had been drawn and who had drawn it. He knew 
I had brought the draft to Baltimore from Sea Girt, N. J. He 
knew that provision of the platform was intended specially to 
permit the domestic sugar industry to sur\ive the proposed 
tariff reduction for which . the plank declared. He knew these 
things, because I told them to him, and yet he permi!ted the one 
man in the country whom everybody knew was hu·ed by the 
Sugar Trust to commit the Democratic Party to a policy in 
direct contravention to its platform declaration. 

As a sample of the insert to which I have just referred, con
tained on pages 149, 150, 151, 152, and 153 in the Democratic 
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Textbook of 191~. I will quote a few excerpts pertinent to the 
Loui. ·iaua sugar industr;y: 

The total cost to the American con umer annually by reason of tJ;le 
duty is $12G,675,000. Of this, $52,300,000 goes to the Government m 
revenue; the balance goes into the pockets of the tariff-favored st;~gal" 
interests of Hawaii, Porto Rico, the Philippines, Cuba, Louismna 
planters, and promoters of beet-sugar factories as a bounty from the 
Go\·ernmen t. 

• • • • • • • 
As only $52,300,000 is collected in revenue, the question naturally 

nrises as to what becomes of the balance of $73,450,000 that th~ Amen
can people ure called upon to pay. The answer is that it goes mto the 
pockets of the tariff-favored interests of Louisiana, etc. 

• • • • * $ • 

So far as the domestic interests are concerned, the profits go directly 
into the pockets of certain planter~ and the promoter~ ?f the beet-sugar 
plants. They are not dinded w1th labor, for Lomsmna pays lower 
-wages than Cuba, etc. -

* • * * * • • 
Hence it is apparent that all of the profit derived from the tar~II 

operates as a bounty not to the farmers or laborer .. , but to the pro
moters of the domestic beet factories and the >arious planters of our 
tariff-f!l Yo red section ·. 

• * * • • • • 
No one pretends that the American people ru·e being taxed_ $125,-

000,000 annually so as to enrich tJ;le_ _suga_r plan!ers_ of our msular 
pos. e. sions; therefore the pre ent tanff IS bemg marntamed for the sole 
benefit of the domestic beet and cane sugar producers. 

• • * * • • • 
After receiving subsidies both through direct bounties and indil·ectly 

through the tariff for over 100 years, the sugar industry of Louisiana, 
if it can not stand alone, has no further claim upon the American 
people. It is absurd to ask the Government to continue to t_a~ consum
ers through the tariff $123,000,000 annually so that Loms1ana may 
produce a crop the yearly >alue of which is ab<?ut $25,000,000 •. We 
l'hould look to influstries that could be of sernce to the American 
people and not to industries thut the American people must serve. 

* * • * • • • 
l\Ir. HARDWICK. 1\fay I interrupt the Senator? The Sena.

tor ha made one tatement which, in justice to the gentleman 
to ''hom he referred, he ought to correct. 

l\Ir. BROUSSARD. Have I made a mistake in saying that 
l\1r. Lowry represented the Sugar Trust? 

Mr. HARDWICK. He never did in his life. He never was 
allied with the Sugar Trust. The Sugar Trust is the American 
Sugar Refinery. The Senator knows that. 

l\Ir. BROUSSARD. I do not agree with the Senator. 
1\lr. HARDWICK. It is commonly known in this country 

thnt the Federal Sugar Refining Co. is not the Sugar Trust, but 
the largest · of the independent refiners, w·ho compete with the 
Sugar Trust. 

Mr. BROUSSARD. They are an· in combination. The Fed
eral Refining Co. and Havemyer have been acting together to 
e~--ploit Louisiana and Cuba and all tropical sugar countries. I 
under tand the Senator means that he has investigated that 
question as chairman of a committee of the House. As he 
knows, I am familiar with that, too. I believe I helped draft 
the resolution. 

1\lr. HARDWICK. The Senator ought not to say that the 
Federal is the Sugar Trust, because the Senator knows that 
the American Sugar Refining Co. is commonly known through
out the country as the Sugar Trust. The Senator further 
_knows that 1\Ir. Lowry never represented that company. I 
know that he does not nnd has never represented the trust. 

1\Ir. BROUSSARD. He has represented the interests of that 
company--

1\lr. HARDWICK. Kever. 
l\lr. BROUSSARD. To this extent: He is employed by 

Spreckels. 
l\Ir. HARD,VICK. That is right. 
Mr. BROUSSARD. But his activities have been for the last 

four or five year in behalf of the Spreckels Refinfng Co. and 
the common policy of the American Sugar Refinery and all 
other seaboard refineries in their effort to destroy the domestic 
sugar industry. · 

1\lr. H.AUDWICK. No; the Senator is not correct about that. 
On the contrary, the American Sugar Refining Co. has always 
favored the sugar duty and the Federal has always been for 
free · sugar. · 

l\fr. BROUSSARD. The testimony of the American Sugar 
Refining Co. when I 'iYas on the Ways and l\leans Committee 
wns to this effect--

1\Ir. HARDWICK. No, sir; in that very year I was present 
in the room during that ..-ery time when the president of the 
American swore he was opposed to free sugar. 

l\Ir. BHOUSSARD. I will not discuss that. 
l\Ir. HARDWICK. That is right. I just wanted to state the 

fuct~ . . 
l\ir. BHOUSSARD. But, as a matter of fact, when I use 

th(l 'iYOrds ·" Sugar Trus: " I refer to all seaboD:rd · refineries. 
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They are all in accord on the policy of free sugar, and Lowry 
is the spokesman for the free-sugar propagandists. 

1\lr. Sl\lQOT. l\Ir. President--
1\Ir. BROUSSARD. I yield to the Senator from Utah. 
Mr. Sl\IOOT. I think what the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 

HARDWICK] has stated is true as to the former president of the 
American Sugar Refining Co. 

l\Ir. HARDWICK. Atkinson? 
Mr. S:\IOOT. Edward T. Atkinson. I do not think ·that the 

American Sugar Refining Co. is in fa..-or of a duty upon sugar 
at present. 

l\Ir. BROUSSARD. They are not. 
1\.fr. SMOOT. But I do know that Mr. Frank Lowry, repre

senting l\Ir. Spreckels, of the Federal Sugar Refining Co., in 
his testimony stated he wanted a duty of 50 . cents per hundred, 
and if that rate of duty 'iYas in force, with the 20 per cent re
duction for Cuban sugar imported, it would virtually destroy 
the sugar production in America and prevent any other sugar 
coming from any other part of the world except from Cuba, 
and it would haYe placed the refining and the selling and the 
disposition of aU the sugar in the United States in the hands of 
the few sugar-refining compan_ies. 

l\Ir. BROUSSARD. I will state to the Senator that the for
mer president of the American Sugar Refining Co., 1\Ir. Atkin4 

son, 'iYas largely interested in sugar estates in Cuba. 
1\fr. Sl\IOOT. Yes. 
1\lr. BROUSSARD. And as such he wanted the duty on 

sugar, so that he might get the preferential 20 per cent provided 
by the treaty. He so testified on the occasion to which the 
Senn tor referred. 

1\.lr. HAUDWICK. If the Senator will pardon me, within 24 
hours I haye read his testimony, and he said he was for the 
duty on sugar because of the large interest that his American 
Sugar Refining Co. owned in the beet-sugar companies. 

1\Ir. BROUSSAUD. Of course; and the large planting inter-
est in which he was himself interested. 

l\Ir. HARD,VICK. No; that he disposed of. 
1\!r. BROUSSARD. I understand. 
1\lr. HARDWICK. He used to have them, but he had dis

posed of them. · 
l\Ir. BROUSSARD. But the attitude of the American Sugar 

Uefining Co. to-day, as represented, ·is for free . sugar. 
l\Ir. HARDWICK. No; the Senator is mistaken. I challenge 

that statement. The trust has always opposed free sugar. 
l\1r. BROUSSARD. I am sure I am correct. 
To the constant reader of the Daify States these indictments 

of the Louisiana sugar industry, quoted from the Democratic 
textbook, ha Ye a familiar ring. Wlla.t " a debt of eternal grati4 

tude," indeed, these sugar planters owe Robert Ewing, my dis
tinguished colleague. For fear that the statement which I have 
made, to the effect that F. C. Lowry, Sugar Trust ag~nt, was 
permitted to insert in the Democratic Textbook of 1912 the 
matter which I ha..-e indicated, and to the end that there may 
be no misunderstanding as to the exact meaning of the thought 
which I ha'Ye in mind, perhap8 I had better insert here testi4 

mony adduced before the Senate Lobby Investigating Committee, 
the questions of Senator CuMMINs, of Iowa, and the replies of 
Lowry. This testimony will be found on page 1577 et seq. of 
the testimony adduced before the committee. It is as follows: 

" Senator CUliMrxs. I now show you a pamphlet which has no identi
fication upon it, either in name or date. It is printed in green. I 
hand it to you and ask whether you did issue that document or whether 
you are responsible for it or whether you know an/thing about it. 

Ir. LOWRY. The document that you hand me am responsible for. 
That i a reprint of this small document which I ha>e just tal;:en from 
my pocket. That was distributed by the Democratic national campaign 
committee. I had it printed in a little larger type so as to be easier to 
read. • 

Senator CUMl\U!'<S. Now, I wil1 take them both. I will have the 
smaller one marked "Exhibit Lowry No. 35." Referring to thi.q 
smaller cne, Exhibit No. 35, you say that it was circulated by the 
Democratic campaign committee? 

1\Ir. LOWRY. Yes, sir·; that is one of the original ones. 
Senator CUMMINS. ""ho prepared it? 
l\Ir. LOW.RY. I prepared a good deal of the matter· in it. I prac

tically prepared it all. 
Senator CUMMINS. To whom did you send the copy? 
:hll'. LOWRY. I was asked to go up to the Democratic headquarters in 

New York, and I had a talk with the gentleman who is now Secre!.ary 
of the Navy. Secretary Daniels, and he suggested that I pr~pare for 
them something of that kind. I clld so and sent the material up there 
and they went ahead and printed them and sent them out. 

Eenator CcMMINS. Who asked you to go there? 
Mr. LOWRY. l\Ir. 1\Iarsh, who was associated with them at that time. 
Senator Ct:.\1!\II!\S. Did you or the Federal Sugar Refining Co. pay 

for the circul:rtion of the pamphlet, Exhibit Lowry No. 35? 
Mr. LownY. We did not. 
Sen!ltor CuliMINS. You do not know to what extent it was cireulatcd? 
Mr. LOWRY. I know that Secretary Daniels told me he thought he 

would get out about a million copies. 
Senator CuMMINS. Look over it and finu out what part of it, if any, 

you did not prepare. 
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Mr.- LOWRY. This is praeticn.lly all of my materiaL They changed it 
a little bit. 

Sen3:tor CuMMI s. In what respect did they change it? I want to 
know JUSt what you are responsible for. 
. Mr. LowRY. I do not remember what changes they made. It was 
JUSt a wnrd here and there that did not suit them, and. they 
changed H. 

8cnator CUMl\UNS. You do not know that they made any changes, 
do you? 

Mr. LownY. Y.es; I know they made some. 
Senator CuMMINS. But you e.an not point them out? 
Mr. LOWRY. No, sir; no material changes." 

(Page 1583.) 

• • • • • • • 
" Senator CuMMINS. I learned for the first time a few moments ago 

that you prepared the Democratic campaign circular that has already 
been introduced in evidence. That leads me to ask what you had to 
do, if anything, with preparing that part of the Democratic text
book of 1912 that relates to. sugar? 

Mr. LOWRY. This man Marsh, who was connected with the com
mittee, c'l.me to me one afternoon 'and said that he had been commis
sionerl to write up certain parts of the textbook. That was the first 
time that I bad ever heard of a textbook. I did not even know they 
had one. Sugar was one -of those parts, I said that I had plenty 
of material, and I gave it to him, and he took it' away; and then he 
came back, I think, the next day and said, " Here is what I have 
prepared.'' Some of the things he did not have quite clear and I 
revised tbE'm, and he took them off, and that was the last i: heard 
of !t until it came out in the textbook. It was afterwards that he 
uggested that I go up and meet Mr. Daniels. * * • • • • • 

Senator CUliHIINS-. I call your attention to a pamphlet which is 
heafled "Democratic Textbook of 1912," to page 149, ann wish you 
would tell the committee what part of that yon prepared and what 
part you did not. 

Mr. LOWRY. I could not tell that. I think a good deal of it was 
taken rlirectly from those pamphlets. There are a good many mistakes 
in it, I know that. The printer made a bad job of it. 

Senator CuMMINS. What impressed me was a strl.king similarity 
between that and some of your literature." 

These attacks upon the domestic sugar industry, cunningly 
inserted at the instigation of F. C. Lowry, the hired agent of the 
Sugar Trust, quite naturally had the effect of misleading those 
intrusted with public speaking in behalf of Wilson's campaign 
for President. The textbook of a party is the ex cathedra 
declaration of those in full charge of the campaign. and if the 
speakers were misled by the insertion it is not to be wondered 
that so much misinformation exists throughout the country re
g-nrding the attitude of the Democratic Party on the subject. 
The textbook of the Democratic Party-indeed, of all parties, 
for that matter-is intend~d to be an elaboration of the party 
platform. So tlrat we find that through the indifference to or 
forgetfulness of Louisiana by Robert Ewing, as member of the 
Wil on campaign committee, this man Lowry became the sole 
interpreter of a plank of-the Democratic Party enunciated at 
Baltimore. I desire to turn from the opinion of Lowry to the 
action of distinguished Democrats in this Senate in the construc
tion of that pru·agraph of the Democratic platform. It will ' be 
remembered that the first Underwood :free sugar bill had passed 
the House just prior to the convening of the Baltimore convention. 
About the time of the convention hearings were being held before 
the Finance Co:ri:unHtee of the Senate upon that bilL Before 
the comm.itt~e came to a conclusion in its consideration of the 
bill thf' Democratic platform was adopted, promulgated, and was 
well un<lerstood throughout the country. Of course its mean
ing \vas clear to the Democratic members of the Finance Com
mittee of the Senate. 

1'lle report of that committee, consisting of men of dis
tingni~hed ability, such as Bailey, of Texas; Sn.r:MoNs, of North 
Camlina; STo ~. of l\lissouri; ;ToHN SHARP WILLIAMs, of Mis
sissippi; .JOHi"'i W. KERN, Of Indiana; and CHARLES F. JOHNSON, 
of Maine, was signed by all of these distinguished Democrats. 
Free sugar was repudiated by them, and as a substitute a 
cluty was recommended equivalent practically to the existing 
sugar duty. 

In connection with this report it is but proper that I should 
quote a paragraph from the distinguished Senator from Mis
sissippi [Mr. WILLIAMS], who as the spokesman of the com
mittee upon this report, in addressing the Senate on July 27, 
1912, only a few days after the adjournment of the Baltimore 
con-vention, u. ed the following lan~age: 

The Senator from Massachusetts says that if sugar were placed upon 
the free list-and by the way there is not the slightest anticipation in 
the mind of any intelli~ent man that it will be placed upon the free 
list, not even if a Democratic Senate and a Democratic House and a 
Democratic President comes into power-but he says that if sugar is 
placed u~on the free list certain dire results would follow. 

* • • • • • • 
Ir. President, we are not attempting to put sugar upon the free list 

at this ?me. I myself agree that it ought not to be placed there. I 
agree w1th the Senator from Massachusetts when he says that suaar is 
one of the best subjects upon which to raise revenue. It has"' been 
founil so not only in this country but in all other countries, and as a 
tariff-for-revenue Democ1·at I would not be willing to surrender it as a 
subject for raisin!{ revenue for the Government. I think a mistake was 
made when the House proposed to surrender totally the fifty millions 
now raised in that way. · 

To this Lowry construction of the Democratic tariff plank in 
the Baltimore platform by his insertions in the Democratic text
boo~ ?f 1912 is due all the trouble that subsequently befell the 
Lomstana sugar men. The Sugar Trust had failed in an open fight 
to place sugar on the :free list, it was now accomplishing its 
pm·pose by stealth. - · 

.If Robert Ewin!?, the member of the Wilson campaign com
mlttee had been alive to the interests of his adopted State with 
the ~owledge which he possessed, both of the Baltimor~ dec
laration and the attitude of Democratic Senators in their in
terp;et~ti?n of that declaration, he could easily have prevented 
the infhction upon that industry of all the calamity which later 
overtook it. He, indeed, then would have been entitled to the 
"eternal _grati~d~," to "?se .the Senator's words, of the people 
of the th1rd distnct. H1s remissness, his neglect, not to use a 
harsher ~ord, were. directly responsible for his later activities{ 
so t?uc11:mgl.y descrtbed by the SenatoT. Ordinary exercise of 
caution rn the confidential position which he held as member of 
the W~son campaign committee would have spared many a 
heartache to the very people whom the Senator was addressinoo · 
would have preserved many properties, large and small, ~t 
have travele? the course of the bankruptcy com·ts; would ha7e 
saved the hves of important citizens in Louisiana who in 
despair were driven to seek a suicide's grave. ' 

The Senator said at La Fayette, continuing the same sentence 
from which I have heretofore quoted, intending to emphasiie 
the great influence of this man:_ 

" Robert Ewing, the personal friend of Postmaster General Burleson 
who was one ot President Wilson's chief political advisers "- ' 

And so forth. 
As in many of the expressions used by the Senator one is led 

to infer what thought he intends to convey. The inference in 
!Jlis case is palpable, and it is to the effect that Robert Ewing'E 
mfluence, because he was a personal friend of Postmaster Gen
eral Burleson, was exerted toward preventing the placin" of 
sugar on the free list. I am perhaps the last man on the ftoor 
of this Senate who will say aught against the Po tmaster Gen· 
eral I have served long with him in the House and I hold him 
in the highest esteem. I followed this free sugar contest, a.s 
every man knows who is acquainted with the contest, to stave 
off the disaster which free sugar meant to my State. If Post: 
master General Burleson did anything to help in this fio-ht I 
am ignorant of it. I will not say that he did not ; nay, I '~ill 
go further, I will say that he did if my distinguished colleague 
·asserts it. Without wishlng to bring on a discussion of the 
Postmaster General, and simply because his name ha been in
voked by the Senator in his efforts to elevate Robert Ewing in 
the esteem of Louisiana, let me sugge t to the Senator that I 
have heard it rumored that the effort in the House to put a 
production or consumption tax on sugar, which received seven 
votes in that body, met with the approval of the Postmaster 
General. 

But there is pending in this Senate an amendment offered 
by the Senator from Georgia [Mr. HARDWICK] to put a produc
tion or consumption tax on sugar equivalent to the rate of duty 
fixed in the Kitchin bill. This, of course, if succes ful, would 
at once stop every sugar factory, not only in Louisiana but in 
-the beet section of the United States, as well as in our i land pos
sessions. If there was a thought in the country that Congress 
would sanction the Hardwick amendment, there is not a man 
engaged in the cultivation of sugar cane or sugar beets who 
would not be compelled to cease instantly, in my judgment, in 
h~s efforts to produce a crop this year. 

l\Ir. HARDWICK. 1\Ir. President--
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HITCHCOCK in the chair). 

Does the Senator :D.·om Louisiana yield to the Senator from 
Georgia? 

Mr. BROUSSARD. I do. 
Mr. HARDWICK. I do not want to inject myself very much 

in the Senator's speech. The Senator knows very well, if he 
knows anything about it, that it was the European war, and that 
in Louisiana and in the \vestern beet fields and beet-sugar fac
tories and in our island possessions they have made untold 
profits since the war began. 

Mr. BROUSSARD. The trouble, Mr. President, with the 
Senator from Georgia is that he wants this indu. try to thrive 
over the bloody acts being committed in Europe. I do not wRDt 
to see the war continue. 

In what the Senator says he is not exactly correct. If the 
Senator knew as much as I do about the Louisiana ugar in
dustry, he would know that if he had the best plantation in that 
State he could' not get an advance of a solitary dollar upon his 
present growing crop in Louisiana if it depended upon the war 
continuing in Europe .to permit the reimbursement of the loan. 
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Mr. HARDWICK. 1\Ir. Presi<lent, just one question. 
1\Ir. BROUSSARD. Let me finish this. I tell the Senator, if 

I have related the circumstances correctly, and I know I have, 
that credit will be cut off the moment his runendment becomes a 
law or there is knowledge of even the possibility of his proposed 
amendment becoming a law. How much of a crop will be made 
next year, even though the war in Europe may continue indefi
nitely, if the o'\\·ners of the plantations are without the means o_f 
rnnkiGg a crop and ad\ances are declined by the banks, as has 
been the case since the beginning of the war, up to the time of 
as ·urances that free sugar would be repealed--

l\fr. H..t\.RDWICK. If the Senator will permit me, I will 
answer that in my judgment a man in Louisiana is doomed and 
ought to be doomed if the industry can only survive as long as 
the abnormal condition like the-war makes it profitable. 

l\£r. BROUSSAHD. The Senator agrees with me, then? 
l\lr. HARDWICK. No; I do not. 
1\Ir. BROUSSARD. He thinks we ought to make sugar as 

long a there is war. 
1\lr. HARDWICK. If ron can not make any profit in Loui

siana with 2 CE'nt , a protection resulting from the war. You 
ha\e a protecti\e wall resulting from the war and have not 
made any profits before the tariff was reduced, and the elimina
tion of 3,000,000 tons of beet sugar from continental Emope is 
greater tJ1an 10 cents duty would be. There is no trouble about 
tl1at. You ha\e practically no competition from Europe. So if 
we adopted a consumption tax: at once it would not hurt you 
one penny until normal conditions "·ere restored after the 
European wnr. 

l\Ir. BROUSSARD. l\Ir. President, I shall not pursue that. 
We shall lla>e ample opportunity to discuss these matters when 
the bill comes up. I do not agree with my friend from Georgia, 
however, nor do I belie>e if he owned the best plantation in the 
State he could get credit from any bank in this country in the 
eYent his amendment were adopted. 

lr. President, since the passage of the Underwood tariff bill, 
I hn>e kept the fires burning on every hill here in the Capitol, 
trying to point out to my Democratic colleagues the necessity 
of abstention from the punishment which that bill would impose 
upon the people of Loui iana. During all of that time I ha>e 
had a resolution pending to a>ert this calamity, first before the 
House as a l\fember thereof and now before the Senate ns a 
l\Iember of this body. Time and time again the national com
mitteeman to whom the sugar people of Louisiana, the Senator 
sa.r ·, are :mder "a debt of eternal gratitude," has chided me for 
this tllrough his newspapers; has called for a stop upon my 
proceeding , alleging that such a course on my part was intended 
to embarrass the administration. And yet, 1\Ir. President, I 
h!ne livetl to see the honor conferred upon me by the Demo
crntic Jeader of the House of Representatives, l\Ir. KrTcnrN, of 
North Carolina, of adopting with the change of a single word 
eYery word of the resolution w-hich the national committeeman, 
friend of the Loui iann sugar planters, according to the Sena
tor, has been deploring and denouncing. Tile change of that 
word dill not detract from the resolution which I have pending 
in this Senate, and \\'hich had been pending in t11e House, but 
to the contrary strengthens it nncl closes the argument so far ns 
this question is concerned. . 

Looking at these things which I have jotted down as they 
haYe occurred to me, it strikes me that if the Loui ·iana ~ugar 
industry has had one persi tent nntl consistent enemy within 
its own midst, who by· net of commission and omis ·ion, has 
brought more trouble aml disaster upon it than any otller, it 
i Robert Ewing. 

Ami now I come to the final statement of the Senator to 
which I take exception. It is this : 

"When I saw that we faced defeat," said the Senator, "in tbat 
fight, I su~gt> ted to the other opponents of free sugar that we sbGultl 
bring to ·washington one man 'vho coulfl do more for the sugar indu.
try than all of the Louisiana uelegation combined-that man was 
Robert Ewing." 

l\Ir. President, I resent that statement. I resent it per onally, 
an(l I resent it on the part of those of my colleagues in the 
Honse who to my knowle(lge l\Orke<.l so sincerely and faith
fully to try nnu preserye this industry from disaster and ruin. 
I have no objection to the assumption of that position by the 
Seuntor so fur as lle is himself concerned. I shall not quarrel 
with the Senator 'Then, in the meekness of his spirit, he for
giYes or forgets that ill derision and contempt Hobert Ewing 
in the Daily State.s for many ;years dubbe<l him "Lumber Joe," 
because of the Senator' n)te for a duty on lumber. That is 
strictly his per.:onal busines . I haye this to say, lloweYer, if 
that be the Senator·._· C'OIH'iction, it is a matter of wonderment 
to me that the Senator should coGtinue to hold his seat in this 
bo<h·. \Vith all the influence which this sentence com-eys, why 

does he permit this man of such wontlPrful influence to re
main in Louisiana occupied in tlle >eunl pastime of limiting 
the exercise of _his great abilities toward securing political 
jobs for his henchmen? Anu right here is where the entire 
trouble starts. I have stated that the national committeeman 
was better known in Louisiana as the bo s of the tenth "·ar<l 
than by any other appellation. He is the roughe t enemy to 
those ·who will not do his bidding. Hence his anto.goui. m to me. 
He is an unusually flattering individual to those who respond 
to hi orders. Nothing is too good to say of those "·ho recog
nize his claim to the position to which he aspires, that of being 
the boss of the State, instead of bos of the tenth ward; and 
nothing is too small for him to say of those who rafuse to recog
nize any boss for the -Democratic Party in the State. 

In keeping "·ith this policy Robert Ewing has persistently 
antagonized the Democratic adminish·ation of Gov. Hal1, in 
Loui. iana, and he bas perpetually posed, as the Senator has 
described him, as the most influential man vrith the Democratic 
adminl tration here in Washington. He has claime<l the credit 
for e>ery Federal appointment made in that State. An<l what 
sort of appointments have been made there? \Vith few excep
tion , those "·ho have been appointed to Federal office had 
scarcely, when appointed, recovered from the political defeats 
with which ·they had met at the hands of the white people of 
the State. \Vith scarcely an exception, all of them had gone 
down in o>erwhelming defeat, and had to be picked up from 
their place of retirement to take charge of Federal affairs in 
the State of Louisiana. This bas been done oYer the protest of 
the right-thinking. inllependent Democracy of that State. With 
scarcely an exception, no one else was given recognition. Thus, 
the policy pursued by Robert Ewing, in attempting to domineer 
over the destinies of the State Democracy, and to cringe to the 
national Democracy that jobs mig1lt follow fawning, is nlike 
dista -tefnl to the self-respecting element of the Democrats of 
Loui.·iana. 

llobert Ewing and his kind are but hangnails on the hands 
of the Louisiana DemoGracy. Until amputated they will con
tinue to irritate and pre>ent the performance of those func
tion of govermnent which will adnwce the State, for they are 
blind to this ad>ancement, ha>ing an ere solely to the exploita
tion of pnblic jobs. 

If the Senator p'ropo. es to align himself "·ilh these, it is his 
bu ines , an<l I shall off r no criticism of him for snell con<luct. 
But I warn him when inspired to praise the grandeu_r of Hobert 
E"·ing my name must be let alone. I llaYe no ·ambition for 
comparisons with nobert Ewing, nor do I follow the banner of 
him or hi. class. And it might as well be understood now that 
I shall tolerate no such criticisms a.- those eYillently intended 
by the remarks of the Senator as reported in the 11nper of 
Robert E"·ing, the national committeeman from Louisiana. 

I can not conclude this ex11lanntion, l\Ir. President. without 
notice of the fact that former· Senator Foster, of Louisiana, is 
reported in the account of the Franklin meeting to haYe con· 
cmTetl in the statement ruade at thnt place by ruy colleague. 

The former Senator was the cho ·en lender in the anti lottery 
campaign . ·In fact, one can not think · of the antilottery cam
paign without at the same time thinldng of Senator Foster, 
Chief .Justice 'Vhite, and Gov. Nichols, the lenders in that fight 
against a Yicious system, as they per:onified the issue. It was 
the first political campaign in "·hich I engaged. Our main 
objectiYe was the dominant necessity of destroyin~ the lottery 
and the power of its allied bosses rather than the minor neces
sity of maintaining pr..rty reg-ularit~-. In fact, the lottery com
pany an(l its allied bosses bad ~ecured. control of the party 
organization, and our efforts to destroy the baneft:l intluences 
of both were directed of neces ity without regard to party 
regularity. For a quarter of n cenhu·y from that day to this, 
the former Senator enjoyed my political and personal confidence 
uninterrupted. If he at nny time ha<l any political aspiration 
to the accomplishment of which I did not lend my efforts, it 
escapes my mind nt this moment. If at any time during that 
period there has been anything of a political nature thnt I 
U.W not confhle to· him and gaye to, and I imagine recei..-ecl 
from, him t11e fullest confidence, the lmowledge of it does not 
rest '\\·itb me. I will not belie..-e; I' can not believe, upon the 
mere statement of a publication of the character of the "Daily 
States," under the controlling management of Robert Ewing, 
thnt formei.· Senator li'oster concurred in what ruy co1lea~ue 
stateu, an<l which I ha>e here refuted. Nay, 1\lr. President, I 
''onld not belieYe it on the statement of any man short of the 
former Senator himself. 

In the many talks which I had "ith the former Senator re
gardin~ the details of these matters, I am quite clear in the 
stntement that the facts ,...-hicll I recitea to llim are at utter 
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variance with the statement of .my colleague, in which the 
1 

former Senator is reported to have concurred. 
l\Ir. RANSDELL. Mr. President, I very much regret that the 

speech, or rather the several speeches delivered by me in the 
political campaign in the State of Louisiana the week before 
last, should have been made the subject of a heated controversial 
address on the iloor of the Senate by my colleague [Senator 
BRoussARD]. I do not think the forum of this great legislative 
body is the proper place in which to wash soiled political linen, 
and I do not intend to engage in any controversy in regard to 
this matter. Matters of this kind should be settled in my own 
State. 

In order, however, that the Senate may see exactly what I 
did say in my speeches in Louisiana, I wish to ask fo1· publica
tion in the RECORD of a stenographic report of my speech de-

. livered at the city of Thibodaux, La., on the 16th of this month, 
in behalf of the Democratic candidate for governor of Louisiana 
and his associates on the Democratic ticket. It was the only 
speech of eight that I delivered that was taken down by a 
stenographer as the words fell from my lips, and so far as I 
have been able to go over it as it appears in the New Orleans 
Daily States of the 21st instant, it seems to have been .correctly 
reported. I ask that it may be published in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the re
quest of the Senator from Louisiana? The Chair hears none, 
and it is so ordered. 

The speech referred to is as follows: 
"DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS ONLY REAL FRIEND OF THE SUGAR INDUSTRY_, 

.SAYS STATE'S SENIOR .SENATOR-DEFENDS NATIONAL COMMITTEE- ' 
MAN FROM UNJUST ATTACKS; SAYS HE SAV:PJD • PLANTERS THREE 
YEARS' GRACE; SCORES PROGRESSIVE PARTY; WHY DEMOCRATS 
SHOULD SUPPORT DEMOCRATIC NOMINEES; PAYS TRIBUTE TO THE 
NATIONAL ADMINISTRATION. 

"The tour of Senator JosEPH E. RANSDELL through the third 
district did much to stir the fighting spirit of the gallant Demo
crats who are fighting against great odds to redeem it to the 
Democratic Party. Large and enthusiastic meetings greeted him 
in nearly every parish in which he spoke. 

" Below is given a stenographic report of the speech delivered 
by Mr. RANSDELL on March 16 at Thibodaux. He spoke with 
like vigor throughout the district. It is timely f01· the people 
of Louisiana to read the sparks which he flashed from the Demo-
cratic anvil : . 

" l\Ir. Chairman, ladies, and gentlemen, I am delighted to be 
he-re this evening. I have met so many good friends and have 
ha<l so many warm handshakes since I reached your little city 
this evening that I am feeling just now much like a certain 
young man did once, who for several years had been trying to 
pop t11e que tion. He was a timid young fellow, a farmer, very 
much in love with Mary, but h€ could not screw up his courage 
to the asking point, but finally one evening he got the fateful 
words out, and Mary promised to marry him. She had been 
re-ady to say ' yes ' for several years. John was supremely 
happy when he left her that evening, and, in walking through 
the fields from Mary's house to his own, looked up into the 
bright blue sky, where the stars were shining beautifully, and, 
raising his hands, he aid: ' Oh Lord God, I ain't got nothing 
again t nobody.' And I am feeling very much that way this 
evening, my elf. [Laughter and applause.] I have been 
through this di triet, where I heard there was some Progressi-ve 
strength, for the last four days, and I am· so thoroughly con
vinced that the Democrats are going to sweep it on the 18th 
of next April that ' I ain't got nothing against nobody ' this 
evening. [Applau e.] 

" I came a long way to be with you; all the way from the 
city of 'Vashington. Jome of the opposition in Louisiana are 
pretending to wonder how I could leave Washington at this 
busy time. I will tell you why I left. Because the Demo
crats of this State called me, and I have never failed when 
Democracy calls. If I ever do fail I sincerely hope my right 
haud will wither and my tongue become palsied. However, in 
coming I kn.ew there was nothing that really demanded my 
preRence in Wn.shington, for Thursday of last week the Senate 
began the consi<leration of tlle Tillman armor-plate bill, with 
a tli tinct agreement to vote on that measure on the 22d day 
-of this month, to wit, on Wednesday of next week. That is 
the measul'e now being considered in the United States Senate. 
It is the unfinished busine s and will be considere~ until next 
We<tne day, when it will be voted upon, and before that I will 
be back there ready to vote. 

" NO MEASGUES UP IN SE ATE DURING ABSENCE. 

" While there are no measures coming up in the Senate during 
my absence that are of any special conce1·n in Louisiana, there 
J.s a measure in the House of the greatest interest, and I have 

a message to give you about it which I received one hour ago. 
It reads: 

"WASHINGTON, D. C., March 16, 1916--5.10 p. m. 
•• .Ron. Jos. lll. RANSDELL, ·TJ~ibodaua:, La.: 
"Vote' on free sugar repeal: Affirmative, 346; .negative, 14." 
" [Great applause.] 
"Now, that is a message I know you wrn be glad to receive, 

and it tells of a vote by a Democratic Congress [applause], 
showing that a Democratic House of Representatives, controlled 
absolutely by a Democratic Speaker and Democratic Members, 
has repealed the free-sugar clause of the tariff act which is so 
harmful to the people of this district. [Applause.] They re
pealed it, my friends, because they knew that the party had 
made a mistake originally, and the President of this Republic, 
Woodrow Wilson, was big enough, wise enough, and broad
minded enough to acknowledge his mistake and ask them to 
repeal it. [Great applause.] 

"The measure passed the House to-day and will be sent to 
the Finance Committee of the Senate, which will consider it 
for a week or 10 days, and probably by the 25th or 27th of this 
month it will be reported to the full Senate, and may be voted 
upon in. that body about the 1st of next month. I sincerely hope 
it will, and long before it is ready to be voted on I shall be back 
to lend any assistance I can, if my assistance is needed. But it 
will not be needed, because we all know that it is going to pass, 
for there is no practical objection to it. [Applause.] 

" WILL BE ON HAND TO URGE UNITED STATES FLOOD CO!STROL. 

" There is one other matter which, it is said, I ought to be in 
the .Senate to look after, namely, .flood control. I am going to 
tell you something about it. There is now before the House a 
bill referring to flood controL I am not a Member of the House, 
but was for many years, and am deeply interested in that sub
ject, just as you are. On Friday last I went before the com
mittee · having this measure in charge, of which your distin
guished Representative [1\fr. M.AB.TIN] is an active member, and 
made an argument giving the committee the benefit of such ex- · 
perience as I have had, and asking them as to how the measure 
should be constructed. They are working upon it now, and 
before very long will report their findings to the House of Rep
resentatives. In two or three weeks or longer that measure \vill 
be returned to the Senate, and I will be there to look after the 
interest of this district and State in that important particular. 
So, as I have said, there is nothing now to have held me in Wash
ington, and none but matters of the greatest moment, requiring 
my constant attention in Washington, could have made me feel 
it other than my plain duty to respond to the call of Democracy. 
[Applause.] 

"Prior to discussing several -national issues which I wish to 
bring before you, I desire to say a few words about the State 
issues in this campaign and about the candidates. 

"I have known Mr. Parker for many years. I esteem him 
as one of my friends. I have visited in his home and he has 
vi ited in mine. He owns a large plantation in East Carroll, 
where I live, and for many years I shipped cotton to him, because 
that is my business-a cotton planter in East Carroll. I have 
none but the very kindliest feelings for Mr. Parker, but I can 
not agree with his political principles, and anything that I say 
this evening about him must be understood with the explanation 
that personally I regard him most highly. 

" TELLS WHY PARKER SHOULDN'T BE GOVERNOR. 

" I think, however, it would be an extreme misfortune for Mr. 
Parker to be elected governor of Louisiana, and for several rea
sons. Democ1·acy's candidate, Mr. Pleasant, has just brought 
out everal points, and without desiring to repeat in detail what 
he has said, there are three things I wish to emphasize that 
Mr. Parker advocates which I can not agree to. follow: First, 
he is opposed to primary elections; second, he favors the short 
ballot; and, third, he wishes a constitutional con-vention of 25 
members. 

" Now, do you think we should discard the primary and re
turn to the old convention system? Jl.1r. Parker has had a great 
deal to say about bosses and ring rule. I wish to ask the gentle
men in this audience who are past 40 years of age, especially 
those past 50, whe1·e the bosses and the rings get in their best 
work! Is.it in the convention or in the primary? In the old con
vention days a few delegates would assemble in the courthouse 
here in Thibodaux, and would be ruled, absolutely, by four or 
five men, and when I say Thibodaux I use it as an illustratiOD: 
for. each parish in the State. All the parish conventions which 
met throughout the State that I ever knew anything about were 
practically monopolized by four OI' five men. And the same 
was true of your congressional and State conventions. The boss 
can get in his work in a convention far better than he can be· 



1916. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SEN ATE. 4917 
fore the people, and I think 1\lr. Parker, and everyone else who 
advocates a return to the old convention system, is making a 
gr·a•e mi take. I, for one, have far more confidence in the wis
dom of a united Democracy and a united people of the State 
than I ha-ve in a little band assembled in convention. [Ap
plause.] 

"PARISHES WOULD NOT HAVE REPRESENTATION. 

" In regard to this constitutional convention of 25, do you not 
think, my friends, if we have a convention which is to frame 
our organic law, the parish of Lafourche should be represented? 
Do you not recollect that great event in the history of this Na
tion, where our forefathers rebelled against the power of Great 
Britain, because they were taxed without aepresentation? The 
imposition of that tax was the principal cause of the Revolu
tionary War. Yet l\lr. Parker proposes a constitutional conven-

. tion in this State, which is far more important than ordinary 
taxation, in which more than half of the parishes of the State 
would be without representation. He thinks there should be 
23 members of that convention. TbeTe are 64 parishes in the 
State. He says there ought to be but two from each congres
sional district. Possibly Lafourche might win one, but if she 
should, several other parishes would be without any. His plan 
gives two from each congressional district, and nine to be se
lected in some other way. He does not tell you bow. The sup
position is that they might be named by the governor or the 
State central committee. 

"Does that look as if he was opposed to bossism, when he ad
•ocates u convention, limiting its membership to 25, well know
ing if be had the power of appointing 9 of those men or his in
timate friends and political associates on his executive com
mittee had that power they would have to secure control of 
only 4 others in order to absolutely dominate the con.vention 
and thus frame the organic law under which our people would 
li \e for perhaps a quarter or a half centm~y? 

"DISSECTS PARKER'S SHORT-BALLOT IDEA. 

"Then take thLo::; short ballot Mr. Parker is advocating. He 
thinks we should elect a governor and a lieutenant governor, 
anll let the governor name the men to fill the other important 
oftices. You have just listened to an address by the gentleman 
who is the candidate for attorney general. Don't you like to 
haYe candidates for big offices come before you? 'In unity of 
counsel there is much wisdom,' says the Scriptures; and don't 
you think the united wisdom of the people themselves is just as 
great in the selection of an attorney general, a secretary of 
state, an auditor, a superintendent of education, register of the 
State land office, treasurer, commissioner of agriculture, etc., as 
\Yould be that of one man? 

" Do you \\'ish to see inaugurated the centralized svstem of 
goyernment which was advocated by that great Fecleralist, 
Alexander Hamilton, in the early days of this Republic? Do 
you wish to have a government by a few men or one' of the peo
ple, by the people, and for the people,' as advocated by the 
father of Democracy, Thomas .Jefferson? [Applause.] 

"l\1r. Parker, both by his speeches and the methods he ad
•ocates, indicates he is a believer in the doctrines of Hamilton 
rather thnn those of Jefferson, and that he has no confidence in 
the people. 

"Let me cite one instance how his plan might work. Take 
the office of superintendent of public education. You have now 
a splendid man in that position who has filled it so ably and done 
so much for the cause of education that the people did not cru·e 
to put up anyone against him, and he is therefore standing for 
reelection without opposition. Would you like to confer upon 
an~· governor the pmYer, perhaps through personal pique or some 
political purpose, to set aside a man like Tom Harris? 

"I'aRKER NOT IN ACCORD WlTH COMMON PEOPLE. 

"So on these three points Mr. Parker is not in accord with 
tl1e common people; that he is really in harmony with the 
boss s:r~tem; that he is in touch with the idea of control bv a 
Yery few men. .And ron all know that when a few men ~get 
in power that the big interests usually can control them and 
that a few men control them Yery often to the detriment of the 
11l:lin people. [Applause.] 

" There has been a great deal said about bossism and ring 
rule anll a bitter denunciation of Col. Robert Ewing. If you 
read certain ne"·spapers and listen to many of Mr. Parker's 
speeches, you would think the issue in this campaign is Ew
ing-not rrogressiYi m against Democracy, but against Ew
ing. ~Iy friends, suppose Col. Ewing should unfortunately 
die to-morrow, do you think 1\lr. Parker would quit the cam
p a ign? Oh, no ; lle would go on, and yet he is trying to make 
it appear that E'viug is t.he real issue. 

''I wish to teil this audience in this great sugar parish a little 
piece of history in regard to Robert Ewing, and I preface my 

remarks by saying I am no apologist for Col. Ewing, for he is 
well able to take care of himself [applause], :md I do this 
merely as an act of justice. 

" When the great fight came on three years ago for the 
repeal of the duty on sugar and the passage of a general tariff 
act in Washington, you sent se•eral representatives to confer 
and advise with the Congressmen from the sugar district and 
the Senators. I was in the thick of the fight, and, although 
I came from a cotton section of Louisiana, hundTeds of miles 
away from the sugar section, no man worked bardel' for sugar 
than I. You recall that I spoke several times on the subject 

· in the Senate. You recall, on account of sugar being placed 
on the free list, I voted against the entire tariff bill, although 
I approved of 99 per cent of it. [Applause.] I thought this 
one piece of injustice to my State was so great that I should 
vote against the measure as a whole, which I did, thereby 
risking my political fortunes ; for, my friends, let me tell you 
there are a great many interests in Louisiana besides sugar 
[applaus-.: ], and many people who do not care much about 
sugar [applause], and many of them became angry with me. 
I believe they have gotten over it. I hope they have, at any 
rate. 

" PAYS HIGH CO :HPLBIE~T TO llOBE llT EWI:c;G, 

"When the fight was going on we found that sugar was 
practically certain to go on the free list. Your representatives 
anti myself conferred, and I suggested there was one man 
in Louisiana who could get closer to President Wilson than any
body else; who could secure constant interviews with him; 
who could appeal to him in a per~onal way, and on the ground 
of gratitude ask fa•ors whieh no other could ask, and that man 
was Robert Ewing. [Applause.] 

" CoL Ewing had been a leader of the Wilson forces prior to 
the Baltimore convention. After the convention nominated 1\lr. 
Wilson, Ewing was a member of the committee of fifteen that 
had charge of l\lr. Wilson's campaign. He went to the city of 
Chicago and spent several months there, neglecting- his own 
business and doing everything possible t o elect l\Ir. Wilson. He 
became very close in a personal way with the Ron. Albert Bur
leson, afterwards made Postmaster General. 

"I knew all of those things, and I knew from what I had 
heard Mr. Ewing say that he was a real and true friend of 
sugar, and so I suggested that he be sent for to help us in the 
fight. He came, armed with a resolution of the sugar people 
asking him to do what he could, and remained in Washington 
for se\eral weeks, making a determined and vigorous fight. It 
seemed impossible to do anything. 

"When Col. Ewing saw that he went to the President and 
appealed to him, saying: ' l\1r. President, if sugar is to be put 
on the free list, give a few years of grace to those people. Give 
them a chance to get ready, an opportunity to go into some 
other kind of agricultural pursuit. The sugar business is the 
only one they know, and they could not change to any other im
mediately.' He m-ged upon the President the sugar people be 
given at least seven years. 

" EWING GAINED GRACE FOR SUGAR PEOPLE. 

" This was the situation until the President summoned to a 
final conference with him Col. Ewing, Senator-elect BROUSSARD, 
and myself. We went to the W.hite House and had a heart-to
heart talk with the President. I never argued in my life, 
ladies and gentlemen, or fought as hard as I did that night with 
President Wilson· for .a three years' extension of the sugar duty. 
l\fr. BRoussARD and myself finally retired, leaving Col. Ewing 
with the President, and on our way from the building we saw 
l\1r. Ul\'T])ERWOOD, then chairman of the Ways and Means Com
mittee. He, too, had been summoned by the President, and the 
next day when the bill was reported to the House it carried a 
three years' grace for the sugar people; and I want to say to 
you, my friends, as solemnly as I ever said anything in my life, 
that to Robert Ewing a great deal more than to any other man 
you owe the extension of three years of the duty on sug:u·. 
[Great applause.] 

" Suppose you hadn't gotten that extension? Sugar would 
have been on the free list two years ago. The duty would all 
have been taken off, and -instead of having that duty extended, 
as it's going to be, and for an indefinite period- and right here 
I want to say I don't belieYe it will ever be taken off again-it 
would have been on the free list, and then it couldn't have been 
put back except as a part of a tariff bill. You see, when Con· 
gress is merely extending a duty that already exists-merely 
carrying for a longer period a tax that the people ru·e now 
bearing-it's rather an easy thing to do; but if Congress at
tempted to impose a burden of 1 cent a pound on sugar when 
it had been free for several years it would be difficult to put 
through a measure of that sort. It couldn't be done. 
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" So to Robert Ewing more largely than to any other you 
owe the extension of the duty ; and I want you sugar people to 
think about that when he is so bitterly assailed, and I want 
you to remember the part I took. I was there, fighting just as 
hard as I could, and I would do the same thing again if it be
came necessary. I believe, with many others, that my party 
made a mistake, but I also know that it is big enough and has 
courage enough to correct its mistake, which it is doing now. 
[Great applause.] 

"Should I leave my party and join the Progressives because 
of one mi take? Should I give up my principles because my 
party made ami take on one or two things, or should I stand by 
it nnd try to correct the errors in its ranks? 'Ve should all stay 
in the ranks, ami especially so when we belong to a party which, 
although it may make some mistakes, yet in the vast majority 
of cases has proved far more beneficial to the plain people of the 
country than the Republicans. [Great applause.] 

"I stayed, and I was glad to stay, and I want to tell you of 
orne f:lplended things this party bas done for the Nation. Before 

doing it, however, before I get away from this talk about bosses, 
bos ' ism, and ring rule, I am tempted to tell you another story. 
On a certain occa ion there was a big religious gathering up in 
the mountains of Tennessee, and when the excitement grew 
rather inteli e one of the lay brothers, who stood about six feet 
two in his stocking feet and bad a tremendously loud voice, raised 
that great voice of his and shouted so loud that one could hear 
him for nearly a mile, ' Tally -ho, hell and damnation.' Then he 
walked over to another part of the building and again raising his 
voice, shouted out, 'Tally ho, hell and damnation.' He repeated 
that everal times, and finally the minister in charge of the 
meeting went to him and said, 'Brother Smith, what do you 
mean by saying "Tallyho, hell and damnation""! I am familiar 
with the Scriptures from Genesis to Revelations, and never have 
I read anything that sounds at all like " Tally ho, hell and dam
nation.'' Now, what does it mean?' 'Oh,' said he, 'Brother 
Brown, it don't mean anything, but it's a powerful thing to 
.·ound on.' [Applause.] I am sure you see the application. All 
tl1is talk about ring rule and bossism does not mean anything. 
'l'here will always be rings, for as soon as one faction is over
thrown its successor forms its ring, and if you put down the 
pre. ent ring in New Orleans there would be another one formed 
immediately. That is one of the penalties we pay for a demo
cratic form of government, and if one ring does not suit us we 
put it out at the end of four years and create another. All of 
this talk about ring and bos es 'don't mean anything.' But it 
i · being n ed like many other things to catch votes with. In 
other words, 'it's a powerful thing to sound on.' [Applause.] 

" TLII~KS T. R. IS I:-. REPCBLICAN PARTY. 

" I p1·omiset1 to tell you of some of the things that the Demo
<:rntic Party ha tlone, but before coming to that I must say 
a few word · about the ProgressiYe Party. I do so in the kind
lie. t spirit, for I do not like to speak other tlum good of the 
dend and dying. Who is the Progressive Party and what is 
it? Theodore Roosevelt has constituted for a good while the 
ProgressiYe Party, but I do not believe he constitutes it now. 
1 think he is practically in the Republican Party, but if not 
I am sure he will be there very soon. Are you good people 
in this section of Louisiana ready to go into the Republican 
Party or haYe you simply risen in protest against fancied 
wrongs by the Democratic Party? I think most of you have 
joined the Parket· movement as a sort of protest against what 
the Democratic Party has done that you think is wrong. Sup
l10Se l\lr. Parker is elected goYernor of Louisiana and the Pro
gre ·si\e Party clies in June, after the meeting of the Republi
can conyention in Chicago, then what is going to happen to 
1\Ir. Parker? Do you think he will come back to the Demo
c-ratic Party? I hardly think so. He Yoted for l\1r. Taft, 
the Republican candidate for the Presidency in 1908, and he 
Yoted and worked for Mr. Roo e\elt, the Progressive cancli
date, in 1912. He lms been antagonizing in every imaginable 
wny tlle Democratic Party and its policies for many years, 
und surely he can not come back into the Democratic Party. 
He must logically go into the Republican Party, and if he does 
that are you prepared to follow? 

"Why do I ay the Progressi'e Party is going to die next 
June? I say it because it is practically dead now. It is now so 
co.nsillered in Washington, as it has only six Members in the 
House and one in the Senate. T-wo great parties are in ex
istence to-day-Republicans on the one hand and Democrats 
nn the otller. 1\Ir. Roosevelt received an enormous vote in 
1912, but nt the congressional elections in 1914 the Progressive 
Party practically died a"·ay. There were tllen \ery few Pro
grcs. siYe votes cast been~ e they had gone back to their for
mer ullegi::mce-the Republican Party. 

u CONVENTIONS SAlliE DAY, SAME CITY. 

"What happened when the Progressive national committee 
met in Chicago some weeks ago to issue n: call for a national con
vention? It passed a resolution providing that the Progres ive 
national convention should be held in Chicago on the same day 
the Republican convention is -to meet there, and it expressed the 
hope that the Progressives would nominate the same man as the 
Republicans and be governed and controlled by the same prin
ciples. Let me read to you from the call : 

"We call the national convention of the Progressive Party to assemble 
in Chicago at the same time the national convention of the Republican 
Party is to assemble there. We take this action believing that the surest 
way to secure for our country the required leadership will be by having. 
if possible, both the Pwgressive and the Republican Party choosing the 
same standard bearer and the same principles. 

" Does anyone want to tell me the party is not dead, when its 
national committee says it will meet in Chicago the same day as 
the Republican Party, and- ' hopes it will choose the same stand- · 
ard bearer and adopt the same principles ' ? It can not be a 
separate and independent party when t11at state of facts ex
ists; and it concludes its call by saying: 

"We are confident that the rank and file of the Republican Party and 
the very large independent vote of this country will support such an 
effort. 

"SERIOUS TO FOLLOW PARKER INTO REPUBLICAN PARTY. 

" So, my friends, if you are consistent and vote the Progressive 
ticket, you will simply be voting for Mr. Parker; and if you do 
that to be consistent, you should follow him into the Republican 
Party, and that will be a serious thing to do. 

" I wish to tell you another story, and it is not a humorous one 
this time. It is related on one occasion the Sbah of Persia, in 
his city of Bagdad, heard a man in the streets crying in a loud 
voice, ' If anyone will give me $5,000, I will tell him something 
of great value.' The Shah had the man brought before him, 
who said: 'Your · Majesty, never do anything without first con
sidering well what the end will be.' The money was paid to 
him, and the attendants of the Shah said the story told by this 
man was a ridiculous one, but the Shah had re pect for what the 
man had told him and said he \vas glad to pay $5,000 for such 
advice. And he ordered the words 'Never do anything without 
first considering well what the end will be ' inscribed on the 
walls of the palace and on his gold and silver plate. Several days 
later the Shah was taken sick, and sent for a doctor, who, before 
starting to bleed the Shall, drew from his pocket a lancet, and 
hnppening to glance at the golden vessel that had been brought ·in 
to receive the blood, suddenly turned pale, put the lancet back, 
and drew out another and was about to proceed with his work 
when the Shah said in a sharp voice: 'What cUd you mean; sir, 
by changing that lanc€'t? - Wby didn't you bleed me with the 
first lancet you took out of your pocket? ' The doctor fell on his 
knees and confessed that be had been hired by the grand vizier 
to bleed the Shah with a poisoned lancet, but when he looked in 
the vessel and saw inscribed there these fateful words, 'Never 
do anything without fir ·t considering well what the end will be,' 
it flashed through his mind ' What will my end be if I bleed 
the Shah with this poisoned lancet? The grand vizier, who em
plored me to do this deed, will immediately_have my head cut off 
in order that the evidence against him might be destroyed.' 

" CAN NOT COXTROL DEllON ONCE TURNED LOOSE. 

" l\Iy friends, npply that case here. T.kink long and well what 
the end will be before you go into the Republican Party. ·And 
what will the end be? I do not believe there is a single white 
Progressive in this pari h or State who wi. hes to see the negro 
brought back into politic , and I know John Pru·ker does not 
wish it; but, my friends, things . sometime. happen _entirely 
beyond our control. 'Ve unloo e forces sometimes which we can 
not manage. There is not a boy of 10 in thi audience who 
could not go out on the banks of the great l\li sissippi and with 
a sharp spade cut a ditch across the levee .in one hour's time 
that would release the floods of that great stream and produce 
ruin and devastation, but what could that boy <lo to control those 
Yast floods after he had turned them loose? Absolutely nothing. 
He can tm·n a demon loose, but could not control it after it wns 
loose. 

"You can create another 'vhite political party in this Stnte, 
iHr. Parker, but if you do you will create a force that you can 
not contr.ol. The Negro is a factor in the border States, like 
Tennessee and Kentucky; in the ·western State , like Indiana, 
Illinois, and Ohio ; and in the Eastern seaboard States , like 
:Maryland, Delawru·e, and New Jersey, he is a prominet factor. 
It would be impo sible to keep him out of politics if we had two 
white parties in this State almost equally lli~ided and each con
tending for the mastery. Automatically he would come back. 

"I am free to say that the Progressives now in .this district 
would oppose his coming back, but when there is put up u Re
publican ticket from governor to constable, and a Democratic 
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ticket from go>ernor to constable throughout the State, most of 
the candidates would be anxious to get in and, seeking the flesh 
pots of Egypt, would get all the votes they could. It is not so 
many years since we had the Negro in politics, and so certain as 
you occupy your present seats in this hall, he would come back 
again under the conditions I have named, and it would be a 
source of great sorrow to Louisiana. 

' WOULD SETTLE TROUBLES 'AMOXG OURSELVEg.' 

" Do we want to bring about this condition? Oh, no ; we 
do not. Let us settle our troubles among ourselves. Suppose 
the Democratic Party does things that do not suit you, have you 
got to bring in another party to settle your differences? 
Can not we get along by ourselves, and can not we in a pri
mai·y election name men who should be selected for ouT local 
offices-our constables, justices of the peace, police jurors, 
juclges, district attorneys, and so forth? Can not we nom
inate and select our governors and all the officers who are 
to manage our State affairs, and can not we, if necessary, 
frame a new constitution? Can not we do all of those things 
just as wen among ourselves, fighting, if you please, in a good 
family row, if need 'be? Oh, yes. We have gotten along splen
didly in the last 20 years, since we got rid of the negro consti
tutiona11y. Louisiana has grown and blossomed as the rose. 
She has prospered marvelously with one white political party. 
All the States of the South are controlled by one white political 
party. They do not need but one. We do not need but one. 
Then, in God's name, let me 'beg of you not to do something that 
is going to give us two parties, which will bring the negro back 
into politic and make Louisiana different from her sister 
States. [Applause.] -

"Now, let me state a few things the Democracy has done in 
a national way and what she is going to do. 

" TELLS OF WILSON'S ACHIEVEl\fEXTS. 

"The greatest piece of constructive legislation enacted in this 
country in the last 50 years is the Federal reser>e act passed 
by the Wilson administration. ·When the war in Europe broke 
out in August, 1914, there was financial gloom and almost 
despair staring our people in the face. The cotton exchange in 
New Orleans, the cotton exchange in New York, and stork ex
changes in a number of the larger cities closed. We thought we 
were face to face with the most terrible financial panic in the 
whole history of this counh·y. People were looking aghast at 
ach other. They knew not what to think. They had seen 

panic occur before under far less dangerous conditions. Then 
·it was that William Gibbs McAdoo, Secretary of the Treasury, 
came to the front '""ith the Federal reserve act and amended the 
Vreeland-Aldrich Act, stepped into the breach and poured into 
the money · centers something like $386,000,000, telling the 
tinnnciers they could get all the money they needed and there 
:was no .cause for alarm. He commanded the waves of unrest 
to be stilled, and they were stilled. Business became stable and 
has coutinued so ever since, in spite of the most terrific up
heaval across the water the world has ever known. We have 
gone on, continuing to prosper, and during the past year the 
United States has enjoyed the most umivaled prosperity in all 
its history, largely as the result of that splendid Democratic 
legislation. [Great applause.] 

" The Republicans were in power, as you ·know, for a great 
many years. Why did not they enact some Jaws of that kind? 
They knew that the national-banking law \Yas def "tive. They 
knew it had brought on a panic no longer ago than 1907, but 
they did not act. 

" TALKS ABOUT UURAL CHEDfTS .ACT. 

"At the present moment there is pending in tbe Senate and in 
the Rouse <>f Representatives, uu<1er Democratic guidance, a 
measure that is of special interest to the farmers throughout 
the Union, which is known as the ' rural credits act.' Now, 
where did we get the idea for this? Not from l\1r . .Jolm l\1. 
P arker, who has put it in his platform, 11s I tmder tand, but 
from the great wise people of 'La Belle :i'rance'; from the far
seeing people of Germany, of Italy, and of Austria, who many 
ren.rs ago adopted and put into effect a sy tern of rural credit 
banks which loaned money to the farmers at rates of interest 
so low as to eem ridiculous to us-3! and 4 per cent. The 
Democratic Party, as soon as it got into power, created a com
mis ion and sent it to Europe to study the banking and rural 
credit ~ystems of those countries, wJ1ich it did systematically. 
Finally a report was made to Congress as the result of its 
labors, in favor of creating 12 land banks, to be located through
out the Nation, each with a capital of $500,000, which are to 
be affiliated w~th associations of farmers. 

"EXPLAINS HOW SYSTEM WORKS. 

"Suppose we have one of those banks in New Orleans, and 
the· farmers in this vicinity should wish to borrow money with 

which to improYe their plantations, to build new houses, to 
buy improved machinery, or to do any of the hundretls of 
things to make a farm successful, you will organize a farmers' 
loan association, which will affiliate with this bank. And those 
who desire to borrow money will give .a mortgage on their 
country real estate, and they will pay back the principal and 
interest at the rate of 6 to 7 per cent per annum. l\1oney can 
be gotten very cheaply when it is fully secured ; and this money 
will be secured, fu·st, by a mortgage on the land ; econd, by 
the ob1igation of the loan association ; and, third, by the joint 
and solidary obligation of all the 12 land banks for each and 
every loan of the whole association, which will be responsible 
for them. So there can be no better security. Government 
bonds would afford no better security. That money thus secured 
can be be had at not more than 4 per cent interest. It will cost 
about 1 per cent interest to take care of it, which makes 5. 

"Now you can settle the principal, under this system, by 
paying 1 per cent per annum for 36 years. So you pay 5 per 
cent for interest and expenses and 1 per cent on the principal, 
or a total of 6 per cent, and the woole debt, principal and in
terest, is wiped out in 36 years. That is a splendid piece of 
legislation that the Democratic Party has been looking after 
in the interest of the people; not particularly interested in th~ 
rich, not working up a system that is going to make Rocke
fellers and Carnegies, who have each given away more than 
$300,000,000, and have so much money they do not know what 
to do with it, but the Democratic Party is trying to get a sys
tem under which the poor man can get some good out of life. 
That great measure will become a law within the next few 
months, and the farmers will get the benefit of it. [Applause.] 

"FEDERAL INCOME TAX DEMOCRATIC MEASURE. 

"Let me remind you of another measure that was passed, 
namely, the 'Federal income tax.' Not tmtil the Democrats 
came into powe-r was there any tax on incomes. There is not a 
poor mnn in this audience or anywhere in the United States 
who has a horse and buggy, a wagon or a pair of mules. a 
little house or a little farm, who has ever managed to escape 
the tax collector. He always finds you and makes you pay, 
but when it carne to the enormously rich man, much of whose 
property was in stocks and bonds, he frequently escaped taxa
tion thereon, but under this new law he is compelled to pay. 
It is a tax: that does not reach the poor man, because if your in
come is under $3,000 a year you pay nothing. If you happen 
to be a bachelor or a maiden ladj, or if you are married, you 
pay nothing on an income up to $4,000. . 

"There is another measure ;vhich we are about to get through, 
one dear to my heart and one in the interest of every person in 
this section of Louisiana, namely, flood-control legislation on the 
Mississippi Ri>er. Theodore Roose>elt, the demig{)d of John 
l\1. Parker and the Progressive Party, was President of the 
United ·states for seven years and was responsible for forcing 
through Congress some great pieces of legi lation for which I 
give him due credit. He forced through, to a great extent, the 
Panama Canal legislation, under which we have consh·ucted the 
mightiest piece of engineering in all time, a piece of engineering 
that co t about 400,000,000. Through his influence Congress 
passed the national reclamation act, which has for its purpose 
the placing of water on arid lands, and under that act the 
Government has spent about $100,000,000 in irrigating the arid 
lands of the West and converting them into producti>e areas. 

ROOSEVELT DID NOTHING TOW AnD Il'LOOD CONTROL. 

"But J1ow much money did Roosevelt ever persu11de Con~ress 
to spend to protect Loui ian a from the floods of 31 States? Did 
he ever have :my money spent in a businesslike way to relieve 
us of the awful burden of these waters? Oh, no. :Mr. Roose>elt 
could have put through that legislation, just as he did the other, 
if he had kept behind it with all the power of his great position. 
But he did not seem to care for us. He lo>ed the people of the 
arid '~est; he constructed the mighty Panama Canal; but did 
nothing for the Missi sippi V.alley, although he secured a small 
annual appropriation in the ri>ers and harbors bill, the same as 
be did before he became President. When Mr. Taft was Presi
dent we got a little more money, although he made no special 
effort to give us more. 

"What is the record of the Democratic Party? When it cnme 
into power it \Tiote a rivers and harbors bill which carried for 
the l\li sissippi River $8,000,000, the greatest sum ever carried 
in a single bill. And what happened to the bill? It was fili
bustered against by three Republican Senators-Burton, of 
Ohio; GALLINGER, of New Hampshire; KENYON, of Iowa-and by 
long and determined filibu tering, coupled with the necessity fm· 
a great variety of legislation just at the time of the outbreak 
of the war in Europe, they were able to delay action on this 
bill until the closing days of Congress, when the Democrats were 
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forced to accept a compromise measure of $~0,000,000 us a lump
sum appropriation for all the rivers and harbors of the country, 
instead of $54,000,000, which the bill carried as it came from 
Ule Democratic Rivers and Harbors Committee of. the ·,House 
vi1d the Democratic Senate Comm-erce ColllDiittee. That was in 
1914. In the spring of 1915 the Democrats had another rivers 
~md harbors bill prepared whiCh carried $7,000,000 for the Mis
sissippi, which also met with filibustering tactics by the same 
Hepublican Senators, and we were forced to compromise on 
that bill also, getting a lump sum of $30,000,000 for all water
ways of the country, instead of $44,000,000, which the bill origi
nally carried, and in that $44,000,000 was $7,000,000 for the 
l\1issi sippi Rh-er. Thos_e were two Democratic measures, both 
of which were ki1led by the Republicans. 

"DEMOCRATS COME TO AID OF VALLEY. 

"And then what happened? When Congress met last fall the 
Senators and Repre entatives from the valley got together and 
decided to put through as a part of t)!e Democratic program a 
piece of legislation that would control these. floods for all time. 
\Ve knew the President was friendly, and when a committee 
in the House of Representatives was created to take it up the 
President named a committee of three members of his Cabinet 
to advise him thereon. At this moment there ls being framed 
in the Flood Control Committee of the House of Representatives 
a bill which will place in the hands of the Mississippi River 
Commission sufficient money tc. build levees along thls river so 
high and so strong that they will control any flood that can come 
against them, ·or, at least, any flood of which we have any record 
since the great flood of 1844, and also to do whatever else is 
deemed best by the commission. [Applause.] 

" It was my pleasure on Friday last to appear before that com
mittee and do all within my power to have them make the bill 
so broad and so comprehensive and so general that it woulrl 
take care not only of the Mississippi River but also the lower 
ends of the great streams which empty into it, such as the Ohio, 
the St. Francis, the White, the Arkansas, the Yazoo, the Red, 
and most of all, the complete control of the Atchafalaya Ri'ver 
down to the Gulf. [Great applause.] That bill is going through 
beyond question. 

" In conclu ion, Jet me remind you what W oo<lrow Wilson, the 
greatest President who has occupied the White Hou e since the 
days of Abraham Lincoln, has done for this Nation. He has kept 
it at peace when the world is aflame. Bear in mind that. there 
lHlS been an awful war on our southern_ border for several years. 
Remember that the people of Europe are engaged in the greatest 
struggle of recorded history. Millions of men have been killed 

·and billions of dollars of property have been destroyed during 
this -,.-ar. l\1any prominent men of this country ha\-e tried to get 
11s involved in the struggle. You have read about it from time 
to time. You know Theodore Roosevelt has been preaching blood 
and thunder and fight. You have read that Elihu Root, ex
Republican Senator from New York, made a bitter speech against 
President Wilson in connection with this European war. He has 
been a ailed time and again by public men in and out of Con-

. gre s and by newspapers, -but with the wonderful poise of the 
truly great man, calm, and clear in his views, firm as the Rock 
of Gibraltar, he said to his traducers and to the American peo
ple, ' I \Vill hold the helm of the ship of state steady and firm. I 
will preset>e the peace of this Nation with honor against all the 
"·orld.' If he had done nothing else but this, nothing else except 
to keep us at peace with all the world, it wou~d be the greatest 
act that any President could do for us, and enough to ·earn the 
eternal gratitude and respect of every citizen of this -Republic. 
[Great applause.] 

"Ju t these final word . I am glad to have come among you, 
to haYe had the opportunity of addressing this splendid audience. 
I hope my feeble. arguments may have some weight with you. I 
hope, -my friends, you will consider carefully ' what the end will 
be' if you carry out this Progressive movement, which, if success
ful, ~·ou will find to be like the fabled Pandora box, which, when 
opened, gave forth a legion of evils which could not be controlled. 

"HAS NO FEAR OF RESULT IN STATE. 

"But, my friends, I have no fear the manhood of this State 
will ever allow this calamity to happen. 

"One hundred and fourteen thousand Democrats, a great 
majority of the white voters, have participated in a primary 
election as fair and as square as any ever held in this State. 
They have bound themselves to support the candidate nomi-

. nated. They have solemnly declared themselves to be Demo
crats, and have entered the councils of the party. In so doing 
they have incurred the plain obligation to abide by tile result. 
'l,rue, that obligation is not one which can be enforced at law, 
but it is one. just as binding as an obligation to pay a gambling 
clebt or a debt barred by proscription. What think you of the 

man who, being able, refused to pay such a debt? Equally dis
honest is the voter who Yiolates his obligation- to tand by a 
party into whose ranks· he voluntarily enters and whose plans 
for facing an enemy he helps to make. So, on this account, I 
have confidence in the 114,000 sturdy Louisianians who took part 
in the election that decreed that splendid north Louisianian, 
Ruffin G. Pleasant, to lead the Democratic hosts of this State. 

" Moral1y and mentally Democracy's candidate is the equal of 
the Progressive-Republican candidate. The policies that he· ad
vocates are as far-reaching and uesirable as those of· his oppo
nent, and his ability to enact them into law is certain on account 
of the legislature being overwhelmingly Democratic, whereas if 
Mr. Parker were elected the State would be thrown into great 

·confusion and uncertainty in all public matters, and his ·admin
istration, rather than being a blessing, would make for disorder 
and chaos. 

"So for these rea ons, on the 18th of April next, go to the polls 
and retake your stand with the party of the white men of the 
South, to which you are bound by every tradition of a noble 
past and by every promise for the coming years-with the party 
of Jefferson, Jackson, and Wilson, of McEnery, ·Nicholls, and 
'Vhife. [Great applause.] " 

INDIAN .APPROPRIATIO~S. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, · resumed the 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 10385) making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the Bureau· of In
dian Affairs, for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various 
Indian tribes, and for other purposes, for the fiscal year end-
ing Jtme 30, 1917. · 

The reading of the biil was resumed. The next amendment 
of the Committee on Indian Affairs was, under the head of 
"Nevada," on page 59, line 13, to change the number of the 
section from " 12 " to " 13." 

'l'he amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 59, after line 14, to strike 

out: 
For support and education of 280 Indian pupils at the Indian 

school at Carson City, Nev., including pay of superintendent, $48,760; 
for general repairs and improvements, $8,000 ; for irrigating school 
farm, $4,000 ; in all, $60,760. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 59, after _line 19, to in

sert: 
For support and education of 300 Indian pupils at the Indian 

school at Carson City, Nev., including -pay of superintendent, $52,100; 
for general repairs and improvements, $8,000 ; for irrigating school 
farm, $4,000 ; for new dormitory building, $25,000 ; in all, $89,100. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, at the top of page 60, to insert: 
For the purpose of procuring home and farm sites, with adequate 

water rights, and prov.itling agriCultural- equipment and instruction 
and other necessary supplies for the nonreservation Indians in the 
State of Nevada, $15,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 60, line 15, after 

"$10,000," to insert "to be immediately available and to 
remain available until expended," so as to make the clause 
read: 

For the purchase of land and water rights for the Washoe Tribe 
of Indians, the title to which is to be held in the United States for 
the benefit of said Indians, $10,000, to be immediately available and 
to remain available until expended; for the support and civilization 
of said Indians, $5,000 ; in all, $15,000. 

The ·amendment was agreed to. _ 
'l'he next amendment was, under tl1e head of "New Mexico," 

on page 60, line 20, to change the number of the section from 
"13" to "14," and in line 24, after the word "adjoining," to 
insert "or in the vicinity -of," so as to make the clause read: 

SEc. 14. For support and education of 450 Indian pupils at the 
Indian school at Albuquerque, N. 1\!ex., and for pay of superintendent, 
$77,400; for general repairs and improvements, $8,000; for the 
purchase of additional acreage adjoining or in the vicinity of the 
school farm, $12,000; in all, $97,400. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, at the top of page 61, to strike 

out: 
For support and education of 350 Indian pupils at the Jndian 

school at Santa Fe, N. Mex., and for pay of superintendent, $59,550 ; 
for general repairs and improvements, $6,000; for water supply, 
$1,600; in all, $67,150. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 61, after line 5, to -insert: 
For support and education of 400 Indian pupils at the Indian school 

at Santa Fe, N. 1\fex., and for pay of superintendent, $69,050; ·for gen
eral repairs and improvements, $8,000; for water supply, $1,600; for 
the construction of an assembly hall and gymnasium, $25,000 ;-in all, 
$103,650. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment was, on page 61, line 19, after the words 

""Xan1jo HegerYation," to strike out "$15,000" and insert 
",'"!i4,000 " ; and in line 22, after " $54,000," to strike out: 
" aid sum to be reimbursed from any funds which are now or 
may hereafter be placed in the Treasury to the credit of said 
Indians," so as to make the clause read: 

li'or construction work on the Indian highway extending from the 
:Ah•.·a Verde National Park to Gallup, N. 1\Iex., on the Navajo Reserva
tion, $54,000: Pro~:ided, That such sum shall be expended under the 
d irection of the Secretary of the Interior in such manner and at such 
t imP. and places as be may deem proper, and in the employment of 
lllllia n labor as far as pos ·ible for the construction of said highway. 

'l'he amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, under the llead of "New York," 

on t)a~e 62, line 2, to change the number of the section from 
" 14" to " 15." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
'l'he next amendment was, under the head of "North Caro-

1ina," on page 62, line 11, to change the number of the section 
from " 15" to "16." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 62, after line 15, to insert : 
That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized 

and directed to acquire a site at or near the town of Pembroke, Robe
son County, N. C., and cause to be erected thereon suitable buildings 
fot· a school for the Indians of Robeson County, N. C., now living 1n 
Uobeson and surrounding counties in North Carolina, and the sum of 

:;o,ooo is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otllenvise appropriated, to pay for the site and the erection of the 
bnilllings. That after the aforesaid buildings are erected, the sum of 
$10,000 is hereby appropriated for the conduct and maintenance of said 
, <'hool for the Indians of Robeson County, N. C., under the supervision 
of the Secretary of the Interior, in accordance with the provisions of 
law for the conduct and maintenance of schools for the Indians by 
the United States Government. 

The amendment was agt·eed to. 
The uext amendment was, under the head of" North Dakota," 

on page G3, line 7, to change the number of the section from 
" 1 G ' to " 17." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 63, line 24, after " $4,000," 

to iu.·ert "to be immediate1y available," so as to make the 
clause read: 

For support and education of 400 Indian pupils at Fort Totten In
clian School, Fort Totten. N. Dak., and for pay of superintendent, 
.;HS}IOO ; sinking wells and making improvements of the water system, 

4.u00, to be immedlatel,y available; for barn, $5,000; for general re-
pairs and improvements, '5,000; in all, $82,500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Tile next amendment was, at the top of page 64, to strike out: 
For support and education of 200 Indian pupils at the Indian school, 

Wa hpeton, N. Dak., and pay of superintendent, $35,200; for general 
rt>rairs and improvement , $5,000; in all, $40,200. 

And to insert : 
Fo1· l"uppo1·t and education of 220 Indian pupils at the InUian school, 

·wahpeton, N. Dak., and pay of superintendent, $38,540; for general 
r t>pairs and improvements, ::;8,000 ; for new school building, $20,000; 
in all, :j;G6,540. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
~'he next amendment was, on page 64, after line 9, to insert: 
Th e Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to withdraw from 

the •.rreasury of the nited States, from time to time, in his discretion, 
a ll moneys derived from the sale and disposition of surplus lands, 
within the limits of the former Fort Berthold Indian Reservation, 
N. Dak., arising under the provisions of the act approved June 1, HllO 
(30 Stat. L., p. 455), together with the accrued interest thereon, and 
tliHtrihute the same per capita to the Indians entitled thereto in the 
·fo llowing manner, to wit: To comJ?etent Indians in cash share and 
l"hare alike and to incompetent Indians by depositing ~qual shares to 
their individual credit in banks bonded and designated as depositories 
for individual Indian moneys, subject to expenditure for the benefit of 
'the Imlians entitled under such rules as he may frescribe, and hereafter 
annual distributions shall similarly be made o funds accruing under 
the provision of the act herein referred to. 

l\lr. LODGE. l\Ir. President, whi1e, of course, I understand 
what is intended, I do not think the following language in the 
amendment is quite clear: 

Rubject . to expenditure for the benefit of the Indians entitled under 
!i.ll<'h rules as he may prescribe. 

The word "he" refers to nothlng in that sentence, although I 
~nppwe it is intended to refer to the Secretary of the Interior. 

l\lr. ASHURST. To what 1ine does the Senator refer? 
1\lr. LODGE. I refer to line 24, on page 64, which reads 

" mH.ler such rules as he may prescribe." Of course, the Jan
gnnge refers to the Secretary of the Interior. 

_Jr. ASHURST. I think the Senator's criticism is a very 
pl'oper one, and that the pronoun is too far from its antecedent. 
The words " the Secretary of the Interior" ought to be inserted 
there. 

:Mr. LODGE. Yes. Those words occur only in the preceding 
entence. -I move that amendment to the n.-mendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment t o the amend
ment will t•e stated. 

The SECRETARY. On page 64, line 24, before the word" may," 
it is proposed to . trike out "he" and to insert "the Secretary 
of the Interior," so as to read " under such rules as the Secretary 
of the Interior may prescribe," and so forth. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was resli'med. . 
The next amendment of the Committee on Indian Affairs was, 

on page 65, after line 2, to insert : 
•.ro enable the Secretary of the. Interior to redeem a mortgage on the 

allotm ent selection of ' tarr hlcGHlis, a Turtle Mountain Chippewa 
Indian, described as the northwest quarter of section 34, township 164 
north, range 70 west of the fifth principal meridian, North Dakota, 
$1,500, or so much thereof as may be necessary, the said sum to be re
imbursed from the rentals of said allotment not to exceed 50 per cent 
of the amount of rentals received annually: Provided, That in the event 
a patent in fee shall be issued for this land before the United States 
shall be wholly reimbursed as herein provided the amount remaining 
unpaid shall become a first lien on such allotment, and the fact of such 
lien shall be recited on the face of the patent in fee and the amount 
of the lien set forth thereon, and the receipt of the Secretary of the 
Interior, or of the officer, agent, or employee duly authorized by him 
for that purpose, for the payment of the amount of the mortgage, when 
duly recorded by the recorder of deeds in the county wherein the land 
is located, shall operate as a satisfaction of such lien. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
'l'he next amendment was, on page 65, after line 22, to insert : 
To enabl(' the Secretary of the Interior to reimburse Benson County, 

N. Dak.i for moneys actually paid to the State of North Dakota for care 
and ma ntenance of insane Indians at the State insane asylum, as fol
lows: Joseph Langer, $457.44; Mary J . Pejihutaskana, $410; Alfred 
Littlewind, $630; in all, $1,497.44. -

The amendment was agreed to. 
The ne~i: amendment was, under the head of "Oklahoma," on 

page 66, line 6, to change the number of the section from "17" 
to" 18." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The nex~ amendment was, on page 67, after line 18, to insert: 
To pay the Women's Board of Domestic Missions, Reformed Church 

in America, $10,000 to reimburse said board for buildings on the Fort 
SUl :Military Reserve, in the State of Oklahoma, constructed by said 
board with the consent of the Government and utilized for the educa
tion and civilization of the Fort Sill Apache prisoners of war until tlte 
removal of said Indians from said Fort Sill Military Reserve. 

l\Ir. GitO:NNA. l\Ir. Pre ident, I will ask the Senator from 
Oklahoma if he will not allow that amendment to go oYer? 

l\Ir. OWEN. Let the item go over, Mr. President. 
1\fr. ASHURST. We may finish the bill to-day. 
l\Ir. OWEN. Of course, if it goes over it is only temporary. 

If it is proposed to conclude the consideration of the bill to-<lay, 
it will have to come up before the bill is disposed of. \Vith 
that understanding, I agree that the amendment may go over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment will be passed 
over. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. 
The next amendment of the Committee on Indian Affairs was, 

on page 68, after line 20, to insert : 
For continuing the relief and settlement of the Apache Indians for· 

merly confined as prisoners of war at Fort Sill 1\Iilita.ry Reservation, 
Okla., on lands in Oklahoma to be selected for them by the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Secretary of War, $40,000, to be expended 
under such rules and regulations as the Secretary of the Interior and 
the Secretary of War may prescribe. and to be immediately available 
and to re!llain available until expended. 

l\lr. SMOOT. l\lr. President, may that amendment go over 
in connection with the one which the Senator from North Da
kota [l\lr. GRONNA] has just asked to have passed over? 

1\lr. OWEN. I have no objection to the amendment going 
over temporarily. 

The VICE PRESIDE~T. The amendment will be passed 
over temporarily. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. 
The next amendment of the Committee on Indian Affairs was, 

under the subhead " Five Civilized Tribes," on page 69, line 20, 
to change the number of the section from " 18 " to " 19," and 
in line 22, after the word "employees," to strike out "$175,000" 
and insert "$185,000, of which $10,000 shall be immediately 
available," so as to make the clause read: 

SEc. 19. For expenses of administration of the affairs of the Five 
Civ'ilized Tribes, Oklahoma, and the compensation of employees, $185,-
000, of which $10,000 shall be immediately available. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
1\fr. ASHURST. 1\lr. President, although we have passed the 

North Dakota items, I observe that through some typographical 
or other error there has been omitted one item which was ap
proved by the committee, as Senators will remember. I will 
read the item, which I will ask to have inserted in the bi1l : 

For the erection of a headstone to mark the grave of Scarlet Crow, 
a Sioux Indian, chief of the Wahpeton Tribe, who was buried March 
13, 1867, in the Congressional Cemetery at Washington, D. C., in a 
g1·ave marked " 76-R. A. ,22," $100. 
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That amendment was- agreed to by the committee. I ask that 
it be agreed to by the enate. 

Tile VICE PRESIDENT. Where does the Senator desire the 
amendment to be in erted? 

1\Ir. ASHURST. On page 66, after line 4, at the end of the 
North Dakota items. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was re umed. 
The next amendment of the Committee on Indian Affairs wa , 

on page 70, line 17, after the word" act," to insert •• except where 
contracts have been heretofore approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior, in accordance with existing law, which contracts ·the 
Secretary as autllorized to settle and discharge " ; so as to make 
the clau e read: 

Provided further, That the money paid to the enrolled members as 
provided herein shall be exempt from any lien for attorneys' fees or 

· other debt contracted prior to the passage of this act except where 
contracts have been heretofore approved by the Secretary of the In
t erior, in accordance with existing law, which contracts the Secretary 
is uthorized to settle and discharge. 

Mr. GORE. Mr. President, I desire to move an amendment 
to come in at the close of the amendment just read. The alll€nd
ment consi t · of the following words: 

Provided further, That the payments made under such contracts 
shall not exceed $1,950. 

I understand, Mr. Presitient, that that is the aggrE-gate amount 
of the contracts proposed to be paid under this amendment. If 
that be true, I think it would be well to make the limitation 
explicit. 

1\Ir. ASHURST. 1\Ir. President, if m memory serves me 
correctly, my impres ion was that the claim ·was for $1,500, but 
if the Senator from Oklahoma, who has made the computation, 
says it amount to tile snm indicated by him, I have personally 
no objection to the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment of the Senator 
from Oklahoma will be state<l. 

The SEcnET.ARY. On page 70, line 20, after the word " dis
charge," it is proposed to insert: 

Provided turthe·r, That the payments made under such conh·acts 
shall not exceed $1,950. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The que tion i on agreeing to the 
amendment to the amendment. 

The amendment to tJ1e amendment was agreed to. 
The amendment as amended 'vas agreed to. 
Mr. PAGE. l\Ir. Presic.lent, I do not kn<>w that I am justified 

in taking the time of the Senate in commenting upon this section 
of this bill. which propo es to make per capita payments of 
$300 encll to the Choctaws and $200 each to the Chickasaws; 
ancl yet I fE-el that at least a few words ought to be said tc the 
Senate setting forth what this provision really accomplishes. 
It means tl1at we hall pay out to the Indians of Oklohoma 
more than $7,000,000; I think, with the other appropriations 
made for Oklahoma, it means that we will pay out from 
eight to ten million dollars this year. I do not object that this 
money doe not belong to the Choctaws or the Chicka aws. I 
think the fund are in the Treasury which belong to them; but, 
in conferring with tho e who are com'ersant with conditions 
there, I am told that there is no probable question that within 
60 days from the (}ate that these s-ums are paid o•er to the 
Indians one-half of them will be eparated from their money; 
indeed, one man with whom I conver~ed-and he was friendly 
to this legislation-said be had no doubt that within six months 
75 per cent of the money 'Yould be gone. 

In families, say, of fi•e or six each drawing $200 or . 300, 
the aggregate amounts to $1,000 to $2,000 per family, and in 
some familie much more. llly judgment is that these large 
sums bould nQt be giYen them without . orne sa.fernarcl. We 
ought to pay it out in . tn.."l.ller sums; at least, tlult i my judg
ment, mHl I give utterance to my judgment because I think I 
lun-e some regard for the welfare of the Indians to whom these 
fnnds will o-o. It i true the money will find its way into 

. Oh:Iahomn; somebody there will get it; but our wards, for whom 
we haYe been <'onse.ning this fun(] for a "'OOd many years, will, 
in my judgment, be very little benefited by this legislation so 
far as more than 50 per cent of them are concerned. The 
money will he spent, and spent foolishly, in very many · cases 
ahout as soon a the Indians get it. 

:Mr. OWEN. Mr. Pr ident, this per capita payment to the 
Choctaws and Cllicka aws has been long delayed. It is a dis
tribution to them of the proceeds of their property which was 
promised to them by the agreement of 1902. It has now been 
held for 14 years, an<l in that time nearly one-half of those 
people lfave died without getting the benefit of the property 
'vhich was promised to them. Practically the only point, as I 

understand, which was made against paying the e people what 
wa. promised to them by the United Stat is tllat they will be 
separated from their money. I will say, in answer to that, that 
I hope in due cour e of time to receive my salary for this month, 
and to be separated from it very promptly thereafter, and I do 
not want denial made to me on any such grounds. I take it 
that nearly every Senator will expend what is coming to him 
in due course; and it is no reason on earth for the United States 
refusing to pay a debt on the ground that the man to whom it is 
due and paid will spend it. There remains about $31,000,000 
undistributed of this property. , 

1\Ir. PAGE. 1\fr. President, I confess to the h·uth of all the 
Senator has said. He is absolutely right in saying that it is 
the money of the Choctaws and Chickasaws and they ought to 
have it; but if you were to make the proposed distribution by 
a separate bill with a caption of its own, if that caption de
scribed the real purpo e of the bill it would read, "An appropria
tion for the benefit of a goodly number of whites in Oklahoma
men having no Indian blood in their veins." 

1\fr. WILLIAl\IS. l\1r. President, there have been very few 
more tragic occurrences in the history of the American people 
than the h·eatment by the United State Government and by 
the Oklahoma Choctaw Nation of the l\fi issippi Choctaws, and 
there have been a great many tragic and unjust things in our 
history. Shakespeare says that-

Oh, it is excellent 
To have a giant's strength; but it is tyrannous 
To use it like a giant. 

The white race has very frequently u ed its strength like a 
giant. In no one particular has that been better illustrated 
than in the treatment of the l\!issis ippi Choctaws. 

In 1830 " Old Hickory," with his unbending will, decreed that 
there should be a treaty with the Choctaw Indian in the State 
of Mississippi to remove them west of the l\Ii is ippi River. 
l\fany years later than that, when Andrew Jacok on died, it 
was said that one of his negro slaves aid to another, "Do you 
reckon Marse Andy is in heaven? " The other said, " Of course 
he is ; didn't you hear him say he was gwine there before he 
died? " So, when he made up his mind that there sbouln be a 
treaty with the ML<ssissippi Choctaws removing them west of the 
river, he had already made up his mind that they had to remove. 

There are few more disgraceful pictures in the history of the 
country than the means resorted to in o.rder to pers-uade tho e 
people to consent to go west of the river. They po essed upon 
the Yioughenougheny River and upon Pearl River, in the State 
of l\lissi ippi, the happie t hunting grounds in the Union. 
They are happy bunting grounds even yet, notwithstanding the 
intrusion of population, and notwithstanding the change of the 
character of population under which most people are now not 
hunters, but merchants, lawyers, or something else. 

When finally the treaty was entered into even Old Hickory 
found that he had to agree that those of the "Mississippi Choc
taws," or those of the Choctaws who remained in the State of 
l\lis issippi and would not con.Sent to the surrender of their 
tribal and thereto treaty rights, had to have an agreement with 
them that they were to ha\e "all the privileges of citizens of 
the Choctaw Nation," even without removing from Mississippi, 
except that they could not hare in " the annuity " given to those 
'vho did remove. 

Year followed year, decade followed decade, and finally the time 
came when they proceeded to find out what were " the privileges 
of the citizens of the Choctaw Nation" in the Indian Territory
the old Indian Territory, consisting of the present State of 
Oklahoma as a part of it. These people had no vote in the 
State of :Mississippi. They had cut themselves off from that. 
There are a lot of you who disapprove of Mi sissippi's attitude 
with regard to the idea that the governing force in the State 
must be members of the white race; but, whether you disap
prove of it or not, the fact remains that these people, by our 
policy and their consent, bad no vote in the State of 1\fississippi. 
They were included under the general term of " Indians not 
taxed" and did not vote, under the clause of the Constitution 
which prevented certain people from voting, amongst them " In
dians not taxed." 

l\Ir. President, they are a simple folk. They are an honest 
people. I said upon the floor of this body once before-and I 
hesitate to repeat myself, but still the chances are that the 
men who heard it before were not the men who are now here 
present-that when I wanted to hire a white man or a negro 
to go into the woods and split rails for me, or do any other odd 
job that Indians do, I counted. the white man's rails, and I 
counted the darkey's, but it was never neces ary to count the 
Indian's. He was honest. Wllen be came to me and told me 
be had split 10,000 rails I knew he had split them, and when 
he told me where I could find them I knew I could find them. 
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Now, they have no \Otes; they are nothing politically to me; 
and yet, Mr. Pre. ident, I have stood here two Congresses, and. I 
have stood in t11 House-l do not remember how many Con
gresses-and I have defeated Indian Affairs Committee after . In
dian Affairs Committee with a vote of one House or the other. I 
have defeated the In<lian Affairs Committee of this House-the 
Senate-twice, and once when I was sick in bed and could not 
come here the Senate, by procrastination and filibustering, car
ried over the Indian appropriation bill, under the guidance and 
lea<lership of my colleague, until the Indian appropriation bill 
itself was defeated, rather than leave these people without their 
rights under the law; an<l the Indian Affail.·s Collllllittee in this 
appropriation bill, under the dominancy of the State of Okla
homa, has pai<l no more attention to the views of the Senate 
than if the Senate of the United States had not existed. 

I went to the chairman of the committee the other day and 
proposed, and I renew the propo·ition now, t11at if he will reduce 
the amount of per capita allowance from $300 to $200, so that 
I will know that there will be enough money left in the Treas
ury for my Mississippi Choctaws-! do not call them mine in 
a political sense; they have not a vote, and the Oklahoma Choc
taws ba ve a whole lot of votes, and that is the difference be
tween them-if he will do that, I will let the question rest, so 
that I may hope at some time in the future to have the entire 
question submitted to the Committee on Claims, and I shall 
intro<luce a bill to leave it entirely to them to judge not only of 
the legalities ami the equities but of the moral and tribal rights 
of the Mississippi Choctaws. 

l\Ir. Presi<lent, citizenship in an Inuian tribe was never based 
upon teiTitoriality. It was always based upon consanguinity. 
If there lmu never been one word said in 'the Dancing Rabbit 
treaty about the rights of the Mississippi Choctaws, they still 
would have continued to be citizens of the Choctaw Nation by 
consanguinity, just as in ancient RoJDe and in ancient Athens, 
long after so-calle<l civilization, men obtained their citizenship in 
each city because of their tribal relationship; and it was long 
anu long and long afterwards before territoriality was con
sidered-the tribal membership constihited citizenship. So 
with the Iroquois; so in Australia. 

Because we are at a critical point in the affairs of the Nation 
I want to ask the chairman of the committee if he can not 
ngree to reduce this per capita allowance to $200? Then I will 
know that after that is paid there will be enough left for my 
}leople, or rather these people, if the Court of Claims decides in 
their favor. 

1\lr. ASHURS'l'. Mr. President, in reply to the distingnL'.lhed 
R<'nior Senator from l\lississippi, I want to say, first, that I 
know that his polite and parliamentary gibe at the committee 
l>eiug untlet· the domination of the Senator from Oklahoma--

Mr. WILLIAl\1S. Oh, I did not say " the Senator from 
Ol<lahoma "; I said the State of Oklahoma-in the other House 
nn<l in this. 

lUr. ASHUHST. I am not taking exception to it. I want to 
say, on behalf of the In<lian Affairs Committee of the Senate, 
that the language employed in the bill is the identical language 
which came over from the House, and the committee did not 
make any change in that part of it. Now, I may not state the 
situation accurately, but I will say to the distinguished Sena
tor that my IJest information is thnt if this per capita payment 
of $300 were made there would still be ample fun<ls to settle 
any possible, even conjectural, claim which might be made on 
IJelmlf of the Mississippi Choctaws. Speaking further, I think 
I state the facts when I say there are $31,000,000-

l\lr. WILLIA.l\IS. Is it a Chickasaw and Choctaw fund, or 
purely a Choctaw fund? 

Mr. OWEN. Jointly. 
l\lr. ASHURST. It is a joint tribal fund. 
Mr. WILLIAl\1S. Ah, l>ut we have no claim upon the Chick

asaw part of the fund. 
Mr. ASHURS'l'. I am advised by one of the Senators from 

Oklahoma thnt only a fourth of it could be or would be chargeu 
to the Chickasaws, leaving tbree-fourths--

1\Ir. WILLIA.l\IS. The Senator means, only a fourth of it 
woul<l be credited to the Chickasaws. 

1\lr. ASHURST. Yes; I thank the Senator for the correc
tion. Leaving three-fourths-'-! speak in round numbers-of $31,-
000,000 that are available for the Choctaws. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. l\lr. President, I recognize that the Ameri
can people are just at this time in a parlous situation. Mexican 
troubles are crowding us, European troubles are beginning to 
crowd us more and more acutely than ever before, the recent 

· sinking by submarine boats not only of belligerent vessels but 
of vessels of neutral powers without warning-all of that sort 
of thing is rising above the horizon. I am the last man who 
wants to take up the time of this body and of American prepara-

tion for possible trouble in what might look like the useless con
sumption of time for a purpose that is not as vital as the things 
with which we must soon uea1. 

I offered to two appropriation bills the f9llowing amendment: 
The Secretary of the Interior is further authorized and directed to 

enroll as members of the said Choctaw Tribe of Indians all persons-
! ask the attention of Senators to this now-
All persons identified as Mississippi Choctaws by the Commission to 

the Five Civilized Tribes, under the provisions of section 21 of the act of 
Congress approved June 28, 1898, in the roll and report of said commis
sion uated _March 10, 1899, and in subsequent reports of said commis
sion, which persons have uot hitherto been finally enrolled. 

Now, let me explain that; and I especially want the attention 
of the Senator from Kansas [Ur. CURTIS], because he was at 
that time a menfoer of the Indian Affairs Committee in the 
House of Representatives, anu, if I mistake not, the chairman of 
that committee; and I can not mistake this, if I am not mistaken 
about the contemporaneousness of things, he was the ablest 
chairman of that committee that we e-ver had, with the possible 
exception of 1\!r. SHERMAN, of New York. 

1\Ir. CURTIS. Mr. President--
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Mississippi 

yield to the Senator from Kansas? 
l\lr. WILLIA1\1S. I have not finished my question. 
Mr. CURTIS. I want to correct the Senator. 
:Mr. WILLIAMS. And the Senator, I think, will bear me out 

in this: After procuring this amendment, of which what I have 
read is a part, I ascertained that the committee bad put upon 
the provision a proviso that these people should move to Okla
homa. 

I was at that time minority leader of the House. I had very 
little time to do anything except to lead the minority. I was 
informed that what I wanted was upon the bill. Later I 
found that a provl~ion \-Yas upon it saying that these people 
should remQve from Mississippi to the Indian_ Territory. I did 
not know that until afterwards. Of course, in requil.·ing that 
they shoul<l remove, the whole contention that they were citizens 
by consanguinity an<l not by territoriality was surrendered. 
Then I came to the House as soon as I could, and I got an 
appropriation of $20,000 out of the Treasury to remove them. 
And after that the Secretary of the Interior and t11e Bureau of 
Indian Affairs wrote to those people and to me, in the Stnte 
of Mississippi, when they had written to ask about removing, 
an<l informed them and me that if they did remove to the 
Indian Territory, as it was then constituted, they might pos
sibly be removed as "intru<lers "-as intruders! At that time 
the now distinguished 1 Senator from Oklahoma [l\1r. OwEN] 
was the attorney of the Mississippi Choctaws-Winton, Owen 
& 'Vinton, or Owen & Winton, or whatever the firm wns
anu was the fir t man in the world who ever brought to my 
attention the consanguinity rights of the Mississippi Choctaws. 
And that condition of things lasted until it was too late for 
those people to remove, and very few of them took aclvantnge 
ot tlte $20,000 appropriation. 

Now I yield to the Senator from Kansas. 
l\lr. CURTIS. I will state, just to get the REcono correct, 

that I was not chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs 
of the House. I was chairman of the subcommittee having 
cl1arge of the In<lian Territory legislation. 

1\lr. WILLIAl\lS. And l\lr. Sherman was clmirman of the 
committee. I got it wrong. 

1\lr. CURTIS. The Senator is also mistaken in reference to 
the dates of the appropriations. It is true that it was by and 
through the efforts of the Senator from Mississippi, in 1898, 
that provision was made for taking care of the Mississippi 
Choctaws. Later on the tight came up in reference to the time 
for their removal, and, if the Senator will remember, he 
asked for a year, and we compromised on six months. 

.Mr. WILLIA.....\IS. Now I want to read something, although I 
hate to take up the time right now. 

After the passage of the legislation to which we are both 
referring, the Dawes Commi sion was <lirecteu to "identify" 
and prepare " a roll" of those " entitled to the privilege of Choc
taw citizenship under section 14 of the removal treaty of 1830." 
which was the Dancing Rabbit treaty. The commission sub
mitted a roll containing the name, age, sex, and residence of 
1,925 full-blooded Choctau;s. Shortly thereafter, before the 
approval of tl1is roll, Congress enacted a law recognizing the 
rights of these Choctaws to full citizenship and allotment in 
the Choctaw Nation west, as other Choctaws residing in the 
Indian Territory, but requil.·ing them within six months-an<l 
that is the point to which the Senator from Kansas was re
ferring-to remove to the Indian Territory. The Department 
of the Interior suggested, or somebody suggested, a year. I 
suggested no time at all, because I was basing my claim upon 
consanguinity and not upon residence in a given territory. This 
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law as passed, however, required them, within six months after 
identification, to remove to the Indian Territory and to reside 
there for three years. 

Oh, Mr. President, think of that-the technical cruelty of this 
Republic! Hunters and fishermen and rail splitters, with not 
money enough to provide themselves with rations one month in 
advance, and they were to remove to the Indian Territory and 
there maintain themselves for three years ! 

The Dawes Commission subsequently submitted about 2,500 
names of identified full bloods, which enrollment was approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior. The vast majority of these full 
bloods were informed on February 14, 1903, that their time for 
removal would expire on August 14, 1903-l\farch, April, l\1ay, 
June, July, August-six months. It was known that they were 
financially unable to go west under the requirements of the law, 
as the commission in 'its report had fully explained their "ig
norant and impoverished condition." On 1\Iarch 3, 1903-giving 
only four months' time-as the Senator from Kansas will re
member, Congress, under a motion of mine, which was adopted 
in the Indian Affairs Committee in the House, appropriated 
$20,000, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Interior, to aid in their removal. 

"Now follow certain- almost unbelievable facts, fully yerified 
by the records of the Interior Department, by original docu
ments, and by sworn statements. The Secretary did not desig
nate any person or agent to do this work until July 20, 1903." 
They had to move on .August 14. It gave them less than a 
month. 

Mr. OWEN. Mr. President--
Mr. WILLIAMS. "The agent they appointed arri\€d in 1\Iis

sissippi on July 27, 1903, 17 days before these 2,500 people, 
scattered over half the State of Mississippi and southern Louisi
ana, must, under the six-month requirement, be in the Choctaw 
Nation in the then Indian Territory." 

Mr. OWEN. Mr. President--
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Mississippi 

yield to the Senator from Oklahoma? 
Mr. ·WILLIAMS. On that day he had circulars printed and 

mailed to these people. The agent on that day had circulars 
printed and mailed to these people, notifying them of the neces
sity for tl1eir removal, and that they must be in Meridian, Miss., 
prepared to leave, by August 11. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Mis issippi 
yield to the Senator from Oklahoma? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Wait one moment. As these Choctaws 
lived a long distance from a post office-most of them lived in 
Leake County, without a railroad ; a large number of them 
lived in Neshoba County, at that time without a railroad, though 
it now ha one-ignorant, unable to read, unable to write, they 
could not ee nor read nor understand notices of any de cription. 

l\Ir. President, there is one other point to whlch I want to refer, 
anu then I will yield to the Senator from Oklahoma, if he desires. 

Capt. McKennon, of the State of Arkansas, was at that time 
clmirman of the subcommission that went to the State of Mis
sissippi to make this enrollment to " identify " these people as 
Mississippi Choctaws. Capt. McKennon and the two other mem
bers of that subcommission agreed to this rule of identifkation, 
because they were sensil1le men, and therefore knew a white man 
from a negro, and knew a negro from an Indian, and knew an 
Indian from either of the other two, to wit, that a full blood was 
entitled to identification and enrollment. There never had been 
any Indinns in the State of Mississippi except Choctaws and a 
few Pnscagoulas down on the seacoast, who never had gone 
beyond the fiRhery radius of the Gulf coast, and a few of the 
Natchez Tribe, on the southern part of the Mississippi, nnd of 
Chickasni\s, in northilest Mississippi, who were early all re
moved to reservations. Whenever a full-blooded Indian pre
sented himself to them, the Pascagoulas having passed out and 
died long ago, there being no Pascagoulas left alive, and all the 
others being removed, and all except the Choctaws having been 
the enemies of the English-speaking white man, they said, " There 
never have been any Indians in the State of Mississippi except 
the Chickasaws, in the north\vest district, who all removed to 
the Indian Territory; the Pascagoulas, who are dead; the 
Natchez, who are dead or gone; and the Choctaws, who are left 
remaining there alive"; so that whenever a full-blooded Indian 
came they identified him as a Mississippi Choctaw, "the white 
man's friend," who was allowed to remain. 

Can you imagine what the Interior Department did later? 
Why, 1\Ir. President and Senators, the Interior Department de
cided that an ignorant Choctaw Indian-illiterate, impoverished, 
a huuter nn<l a fisherman and a rail splitter-had to p1·ove by 
affirmative and specific testimony that he was the descendant of 
a Clwctaw in l\Iissis ippi living in 1830 and claiming as such 
under the Dancing Rabbit n·eaty. 

Did you ever think about how many whlte men, intelligent, 
educated, could prove that thE>y 'vere <le cenuants of somebody 
who lived in 1776? Did you ever think about bow mnny white 
people there are who have kept family records coulu proye 
who were their great-great-grandfathers? Ha\e you ever 
thought of how many could add to this evidence aliunde? It 
was not remarkable, then, when the ruling was made in the 
court out in Oklahoma, in the interest of the Oklahoma Choctaws, 
that these people must prove not only that they were full-blood 
Choctaw Indians living in the State of Mississippi, but that they 
were by specific testimony descendants of some Choctaw an
cestor and ancestress living io. 1830, that virtually none of them 
could prove it. The only men who could prove it were the men 
with a little splash of white blood in them, and their proof was 
suspected of perjury. 

Now, 1\Ir. President, I have paid my tribute to the Mississippi 
Choctaw Indians; and notwithstanding the fact that the chair
man will not agree to r educe the amount from $300 to $200, I 
rest satisfied for the present with merely putting in a plea in 
this court for future consideration ; anu I give notice now that I 
will ne\er again while I am in public life consent to another 
allotment to the Oklahoma Choctaws after this date-having the 
Senate behind me against your committee twice already upon 
the proposition, but not desiring now to take up the public time
! will neYer hereafter, I say, consent to another per capita allot
ment to the Oklahoma Choctaws until their brethren by blood 
and by national citizenship, by all laws of savage or semisavage 
Indian tribes, have been considered. Tile only reason why I 
consent to it now is that the chairman of this committee, in 
whom I have the very highest degree of personal confidence, 
assures me that there will be enough money left to take care of 
the rightful claims, I started to say, of my constituents-but 
they are not even my constituents; they are nobody's constituents 
on tl1e surface of the earth, unless they are God's. 

Mr. ASHURST. 1\fr. President, I think the Sennte must meta
phorically lift its hat to the genero ity and the chivalry af 
Mississippi's distinguished Senator, and both Senntors; but ever 
since I have been in the Senate the senior Senator from l\lissis
sippi has been urging the claims of these illiterate, as he says, 
llomeless Indians. 

l\fr. WILLIAMS. And honest. 
Mr. ASHURST. I have no doubt they are honest. Their 

situation, l\fr. President, appeals to me. These speeches which 
the Senator has made, not only to-day but at preYious times, 
and the speeches which his colleague [l\.lr. V ABDAMAN] has made 
appeal to my sense of justice. I believe now, as I have always 
believed, that Congress should do something for the Mississippi 
Choctaws. But, l\.fr. President, with the greatest respect-and I 
differ with my friend with considerable reluctance-with the 
greatest respect to him, I can not as a Senator vote to take 
money away from the Oklahoma Choctaws, when, according to 
tJ1e lights as I see them, I could not do so without violating 
a trust. That is a point of difference between the Senator 
and me. 

1\lr. WILLIAMS. l\1r. President, may I ask the Senator a 
question there? 

Mr. ASHURST. Certainly. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Of course he and I know that there are no 

better friends than he and I. Did not the Senator suggest to 
me not long ago, or tlid be-if I am mistaken, I hope he .will 
state so-that the proper arena, or rather the proper treasury 
from which I ought to secure relief for these people, was the 
United States Treasury? 

1\lr. ASHURST. Certainly ; not the funds of the Indians. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. In suggesting that, the Senator admitted 

that they had rights. Now, no ward ever had a right for his 
guardian to make up a deficiency due from another ward. 
I do not contend that these people have any claim against the 
United States Treasury. They have none. They have only 
the claim growing out of consanguinity as citizens of the Choc
taw Nation. If they have not that, they have none. I myself 
can not now see how I could vote for an appropriation to them 
out of the United States Treasury unless I voted for it as a 
gratuity or a charity on the ground that they had been harshly 
dealt with. 

Mr. ASHURST. Mr. President," while I do not in any way 
concede, directly or indirectly, that the Mississippi Choctaws 
have any claim on this particular fund with which we are 
dealing to-day-! shall not go into the legal pha c of it-I do 
want to read-- · 

1\fr. V ARDAl\IAN. l\Ir. President, will the Senator yield to 
me? 

1\fr. ASHURST. Certainly. 
1\fr. VARDA1\1AN. If they have not a claim on that, on wbnt 

have they a claim? 
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ir. ASHURST. Upon the Federal Treas11ry, just li.¥e UIJY 
other homeless In<linn; just as the homeless Indians in Nevadil, 
for whom· we appropriated $15,000. to-day to buy lands-the 
claim that _any people would have on a Christian and an honest 
Nation. 

1\lr. VARDAMAN. Have they any more claim than any other 
cia s of hDmeless, friendless people? 

l\Ir. ASHURST. My opinion is that they have a claim, 
founded possibly in conscien<:e, against the Federal Treasury, 
not against the money that belongs to the Oklahoma Choctaws, 
for the reason, among others, that article 2 of the treaty of 1830 
says: 

The United States under a grant specially to be made by the Presi
d(•nt of the United States, shall cause to be conveyed to the Choctaw 
·auon a tract of country west of the Mississippi River in fee simple 

to tllem and their descendants, to inure to them while they shall exist 
Rf! a nation and live on it. 

Mr. WILLI.Al\IS. The Senator is making a mistake there. I 
di.d at n previous session of the Senate offer an amendment, 
but I am now offering no amendment, and I am not offering it 
for two reasons. The first great 1·eason is that this nation is 
iu n situation where I do not want to defeat an Indian appro
printion bill, although I have done it before, and the second rea
soa is that I think there will be money enough back for these 
people to obtain justice after a while, and, third, because so 
mUDy Senators are busy and absent who, when they come in 
\Yithout hearing debate, would say, "What i.5 my vote?" and 
then vote with the committee. I am assurea that there will 
be funds enough left, and I know when the Senator from Arizona 
u sures me of it that he, at any rate, believes it, and I think 
he 11as sufficient knowledge of the situation to make his belief 
equivalent to a fact so fnr as I am concerned. 

~1r. ASHURST. I thank the Senator for his very generous 
reference to myself. I hope to merit that. Briefly to answer 
his que ·tion as to the amount of the fund, I wish to say this 
bill distributes to the Ohoctaws--

~lr. WILLIAMS. In one word, I would like to add to what 
tile Senator from Oklahoma said, to 'nt, that "thP. Choctaws 
in Oklahoma are dying while they are waiting for th€ allot
ment" ; that these Choctaws in Mississippi are also dying while 
they are waiting for their allotment. The sanitary condition 
in Mississippi js a little better, perhaps, than in Oklahoma, 
ami therefore not quite as large a percentage, but a percentage, 
in Mississippi have died and gone away "to rest under the 
shade of the riYer" with no satisfaction of their just claims and 
rights. 

~Ir. ASHURST. Permit me to give the figures as they have 
been made up for me and as I understand them, and I believe 
them to be correct. We are distributing under this bill $6,239,-
700 to the Choctaws and $1,260,800 to the Chickasaws, being a 
total of $7,500,500, leaving $24,003,454, so I am advised by the 
Indian Department, in cash and profit to the credit of these 
two tribes, one-fourth to the credit of the Chickasaws and 
three-fourths to the credit of the Choctaws. Those "figures have 
been fnrnished to me. 

l\lr. WILLIA.l\IS. Bow mucli will be left for the Choctaws? 
Mr. ASHURST. Three-fom·ths of $24,003,454. 
l\lr. OWEN. l\lr. President, I shall take only a few moments 

of the time of the Senate, and would make no answer to the 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr . . WILLIAMS], but I can not permit 
what I think is a very erroneous impression to be left on the 
mind of the Senate with regard to the Mississippi Choct..'1ws. 
It i · not true as a principle of law that consanguinity gives to 
the Mi sissippi Choctaws or to any nonresident Indians the 
right of a distributive share in the Choctaw property west. 
TJ1at principle has not been observed in other cases. 

There are full-blood Seminoles in Florida who upon a claim 
of consanguinity could demand a part of the Seminole property 
in Oklahoma, but who make no such pretenses. There are full
blood Cherokees in North Carolina who on the theory of con
sanguinity could demand a part of the Cherokee property in 
Oklahoma. Full-blood Creeks in .Alabama on such an absurd 
theory could demand participation in the property of the Okla
homa (Jreeks, but neither the eastern full-blood Creeks or Chero
kees make any such unfair claim. 

l\lr. WILLI.Al\IS rose. 
Mr. OWEN. I do not wish to be interrupted, if the Senator 

please. The Rame principle-living with the tribe as a condi
tion of citizenship-applies with regard to the Choctaws and 
Chickasaws. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. If the Senator will allow me-
Mr. OWEN. I hope the Senator will excuse me. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I am necessarily called to a subcommittee 

m~eting. 

Mr. OWEN. I yield to the Senator. 
1\fr. 'WILLIAMS. I want to say that the difference between 

those cases and this is that the Dancing Rabbit treaty expressly 
reserved every right to the Mississippi Choctaw and citizenship 
in the Choctaw Nation except a share in the annuities. The 
Senator will remember that. 

Mr. OWEN. I remember the treaty of 1830 very well, and 
that very treaty itself is a denial of the plea of consanguinity, 
because if consanguinity were sufficient it would not be neces
sary to have a statutory provision or a treaty reservation. 

1\Ir. WILLIAMS. It is a recognition of it b.)' treaty, which 
makes it all the stronger. 

Mr. OWEN. That is a statutory provision. So far was it 
true that consanguinity did not give this right ot citizenship 
that when the Government of the United States, in its desire 
to move all the five tribes from the east of the Mississippi 
River to the west of the Mississippi River, expressly stipulated 
the Choctaws should agree to remove west-1830. The Missis
sippi full-blood Choctaws not being willing, that is, a consider
able number of them not being willing, to move west of the 
Mississippi River at that time-1830-refused to make the 
treaty of 1830 unless there was an express provision put in the 
fourteenth article that the individuals who took land under 
the fourteenth article, amounting to 640 acres to an adult 
and a smaller amount to minors, should not lose thereby
that is, taking land in Mississippi under article 14-their 
right in the Choctaw Nation as citizens, but the treaty provided 
if· they removed they should enjoy no part of the annuities. 
it was provided in that treaty that they should live five years 
in Mississippi and become citizens of the State. It was not 
contemplated by many of these people that they ever would 
move at all or repossess themselves of citizenship as they had 
reserved the right to do; others thought they might move later 
on. In point of fact, nearly all the original members either 
moved west or died, and it is now nearly a hundred years 
later that their descendents or those claiming to be their 
descendants, referred to in this loose way as Mississippi 
Choctaws, have the right to citizenship with the ·western 
Ohoctaws, even without removal, because their great-grand
fathers stipulated that they should not lose their rights in the 
Choctaw Nation by their failure to move in 1830. 

In point of fact, the " Mississippi Choctaws," under the 
statutes of the United. States, comprise only those persons of 
proven Choctaw blood who moved west under the agreement of 
1902 and were included as "Mississippi Choctaws" on a special 
roll under the terms and conditions of that particular agree
ment. The Indians in Mississip-pi may be of Choctaw blood, 
many of them probably are, but they may . be of Creek, Chicka
saw, Seminole, or Pascagoula Indians or of mixed tribes. 

The Supreme Court of the United States in the so-called 
Cherokee case decided that the full-blood Cherokees in North 
Carolina who did not move to the west were not entitled to 
citizenship there; that if they desired to enjoy citizenship they 
must first move into the Cherokee country west and there be 
adopted into citizenship by the proper authorities. 

The Choctaw-Chickasaw treaty of 1866 required all O.hoctaws 
seeking allotments to establish bona fide residence in the Choc
taw-Chickasaw Nation. 

When Congress came to divide up these lands and sent the 
Dawes Commission in 1893 to the Five Civilized Tribes, Congre s 
passed some immediate legislation requiring all Indians of the 
Five Civilized Tribes seeking allotment to establish bona fide resi
dence. In the Curtis Act of 1898 an express provision was in
serted that no Indian should be enrolled by the Dawes Commis
sion who had not previously to that time established residence 
in good faith in the tribe in which he claimed citizenship. I 
was then representing the Mississippi Choctaws and I asked an 
exception in their behalf in order that they might have time 
within which to make the removal and in which they might con
form to the unbroken rule of residence. The Senator from Mis
sissippi supported that proposal. I made the draft of the lan
guage myself and it became a part of the statute. It was put 
on the so-called Curtis Act by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. 
CuRTIS] in the Hou e, and a further time therefore was granted 
to the Mississippi Choctaws by that act. I made the most resolute 
effort to have Congress -waive the requirement of removal and 
residence for the Mississippi Choctaws, and Congress was un
willing to do so and did not do so. 

I 'Plmse to emphasize that the treaty of 1866 expressly required 
that in the contingency of the Choctaw and Chickasaw lands be
ing allotted five years should be permitted within which Choc
taws and Chickasaws residing east of the Mississippi River or 
elsewhere might be given an opportunity to reestablish their 
citizenship and become members of the tribe for allotment. It 
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wa. · the fixe1l l)Olicy of the United States to require rerno'\'"~1 
awl !Jolla fide resitlence aml no exception has ever been made to 
it iu a single case. · 

The Da '1\es Commission was instructed by Congress in 1898 in 
the Curtis Act to identify persons claiming to be Mississippi 
Chochl'llS still living in Mississippi. In January, 1899, the 
Da"·es Commis ion sent Capt. McKennon, who spent three weeks 
in 1\lississippi, and in that three weeks he identified 1,943 Choc
taws, so called, 177 of whom were confessedly of mixed blood. 
He stated in hi· report that he found that these persons so 
identified and who appeared to be of Choctaw blood were not 
·aule to prove that their ancestors had complied with the four
teenth article of the treaty of 1830, and that they were unable in 
the second [>lace to prove that they themselves were the actual 
descendants of persons who claimed as Mississippi Choctaws to 
ha-re taken land under the fourteenth article of the treaty of 
1830. 

So tl1ei r line of proof faileo on two points; first, that their 
ancestors had complied; second, that they were descendants of 
such ancestors. 'Vhoever their ancestors were they could prove 
nothing. They kept no records; they had no English patro
nymics; no bapti mal regi ter, no birth register, no death 
register, and they had no tamily registE>r. They had to rely 
upon the memory of man, and after 70 .years, when all the 
original fom·teenth nrticle claimants '"ere all dead, it was im· 
possible to make any proof. The consequence was that when 
this question came up in making the agreement of 1902 the Choc
tnw and Chickasaw authorities west drafted a provision that all 
persons duly identified as Mississippi-mark those words, duly 
identified-should be enrolled for an allotment on certain con
ditions of removal and residence. 

The Dawes Commission at that very time had, upon a careful 
and critical examination and under the influence of legal aud 
technical arguments of attorneys representing the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Nation Y1·e t, already determined that the e people 
were not duly or legally identified, and in their report of l\Iay 
24, 1902, to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the Secre
tary of the Interior they found that none of the people enrolled 
in 1899 as l\Iis issippi Choctaws could prove themselves en
titled under the law, and that they were not legally identified, 
or entitled to identification, with the exception of five persons, 
Josephine Hussey et al. I think there are some five persons 
embraced in that family. In that contingency an appeal was 
made by me to the Congress and the executive department 
on behalf of the Mississippi Choctaws, as they were entirely 
unable to prove their case. An appeal was made to the Con
gress of the United States that, in view of their ignorance, in 
view of their poverty, in view of their honesty, they might be 
permitted to have tl1e question of proof waived in behalf of 
those who were actually of the full blood .• That applied only to 
the heads of familie · and not to the children of the heads 
of families, becau e a child of a half blood or of a mixed blood 
was not entitled under that agreement, and it was so held after
wards by the Attorney General in construing it. 

So this rigid rule of legal proof was waived in behalf of all 
tl1e Mississippi Chocta \YS who could show that they \\'ere full 
bloods, and on the condition that within six months after identi
fication they could remove and be allotted, not as the Senator 
from Mississippi states, in six months from the date of the 
agreement, but '"ithin six months after they had been identi-

. fie<l-a very different thing. Some of them were not identified 
for two or three or four rears. After they were identified they 
were notified they conld move with safety and establish bona 
fide residence, and not be under tl1e threat of being held as 
intruders, as the Senator from l\li · i sippi stated. The Senator 
is mistaken about that. The law did not require them to move 
and then be held as intruders, as he states. When they did 
move they moved after they had been identified fol' removal 
and could not be held ·as intruders. The statement which the 
Senator from l\fis is ippi made was due to forgetfulness on his 
part. 

In February, 1896, he wrote a letter to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs asking what the right of the Mississippi Choc
taws was, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs notified him 
that they would be regarded as intruders if they moved to the 
Choctaw -country west before they had been recognized by the 
proper authorities of the Choctaw Nation as entitled to citi
zenship. That letter of 1896 the Senator confuses with 1902, 
1903, and 1904, and he is entirely in error. Of course, the Sena-

. tor did not intend it. But these people who clid remove under 
the agreement f lDO~ removed only aftet· they were identifi d 

,under that ng1·eement. nml they .had the ri'gbt giYen to them 
then of p1·opertr which i. estimated IJy the be. t authority f r 
1.634 enrolled and allotted l\lissi sippi ·Choctaws as worth 

$15,000,000. Over 1,000 of them did remove and establish l)ona 
fide residence, and now, after tl1ey have been given the time 
to move from 1896 up to 1907, Congress, by an act in 190G, 
directed the rolls which had been under consideration for 10 
years to be closed as of l\Iarch 4, 1907, 9 years ago. · They bad 
11 years theretofore in which to move, establish bona fide resi
dence, and to be recognized. They did not choose to a vail them
selves of it. It was not because of poverty, because there were 
very many companies of men who were engaged in leasing the 
Choctaw lands for g1·azing and for agricultural purposes who 
scoured :Mississippi urging these identified Indians to move to 
Oklahoma, and those of them who did not come exercised their 
own free will and option in refusing to come, because they 
preferred the beautiful counh·y where they had been so long 
living; they preferred their local attachments to allotments in 
OklahorJ1a, and their love for the hlissis ·ippi valleys and streams 
was stronger than the desire for gain, and they refused to go 
west. 

Now, after these rolls have been open from 1896 to 1907-11 
years-and have been closed for D years-20 yeaTs in aU-the 
1 enators from Mi. . ·is. ippi [~Ir. \Vuu ).I and 1\lr. V ARDA.UAN] 
show their loyalty and affection for the Mississippi Choctaws 
by pleading for the reopening of the rolls closed 9 years, 
an!l pleading that the hoctaw · wet . hall be required to dh-ide 
with persons in Mississippi (who claim to be Choctaws and 
can not pro.-e it) the ·property which they bought and paid for 
an<.T which they e,tj.rned by living on it for nearly a century, be
cause that land was first granted to them in 1820, not 1830, and 
the patP-nt issued on condition that they should live on the land. 

I wish to put into the REconn with regard to this matter sev
eral statements by the attorney of the Choctaw Nation, which 
give in brief quotations from the treaties and quotations from 
the decisions of the courts and Indian department ; the unani
mous report of the special committee of the House who examined 
this case at very great length. The House and Senate have 
heard this ad nau, eam aml ul?'cideu it adver. ely on variou 
occasions. Four different secretaries have decicled against this 
claim of the Mississippi Choctaws-Republican secretaries and 
Democratic.secretaries-and there is no longer any ground what
ever either of Jaw or morals or of ethics why this matter should 
be reopened. Nor have the Mississippi Choctaws nny claim on 
earth against the United States except the claim of a dependent, 
impoverished people for whom the United States has always 
shown generous care. On that ground I would favor dealing 
with generosity with the Mississippi Choctaw·, but not on any 
ground of a legal right or a moral right to any further conces
sions than hn ve been made in the premises. 

There being no ob.iection, the matter referred to was ordered 
to be printed in the RECORD, as follo'lls: 
STATEME:-\T OF P. J. BURLEY, NATIONAL A'.rTORNEl: FOR THE CHOCTAW 

NA'!'ION. 

IN RE ENROLLMENT MATTERS. 

'l'he following is a brief statement outlining generally the history 
and the pre£ent status of the claims which ai'e now being presented by 
persons for enrollment as citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Nations. 

l\IISSISSIPPI CHOCTAWS. 
On March 10, i899, the Dawes Commission reported that there were 

extremely few, if any, Indians in Missls ippl who could prove their 
right to enrollment as citizeins of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Natlons1 
untlel'• the fourteenth article of the treaty of September 21 1 1830. At 
that time there was much agitation. for the enrollment of me so-called 
l\lis. ·i sippi Choctaws. and in the agreement between the Choctaws and 
Chicka.'aws anll the nlted States, approved July 1, 1902 (32 Stat. L., 
641) 

1 
a compromi ·e was reached on the Mi sissippi Choctaw claim. 

The Choctaws and Chlcka aws agreed to enroll, a a gratuity, all 
full-blood Choctaw who then re ided in I\Iissi ippi if they woulcl 
remo-.e to and establi ·b a residence in the Choctaw or Chickasaw 
Nations. 

Under this agreement 1,634 Mississippi Choctaws were enrolled aml 
received allotments in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. With a 
few exceptions, the entire 1,634 were enrolled under the full-blood rule 
of e-.idcnce and were not required to prove a right to enrollment. The 
appro:<.'imate -.alue of the property received by the e 1,634 persons is 
$1u,OOO,OOO. This is the price paid by fhe Choctaw and Chickasaw 
·ation;; for a settlement of the hlississippi Choctaw claim in 1902. 

In consideration for this concession on the part of the Choctaws and 
Cbickasa,vs the Government agreed to close the roll , to sell the residue 
of tribal property, and distribute the proceeds per capita among the 
enrolled members of the tribes. The United States Government bas not 
performed it· part of -the agreement. 

The agreement of 1902 (32 Stat. L., 641), above referred to, con
tained the following provision : 

" 'o person who e name does not appear upon the rolls prepared as 
herein provided shall be entitled in any manner to participate in the 
distribution of the common property of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Tribes, and those who e names appear therein ball participate in the 
manner set forth in this agreement." 

The act of April 26, HlOG (34 Stat. L., 137), declared the rolls of 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations closed in the following language: 

"P!'01:ided. That the rolls of the tribe (Choctaw and Chickasaw) 
affected by this act shall he fully completed on or before the 4th day 
of 1\Iurcb, 1907. and the Secretary of the Interior shall have no juris
diction to approye the eDTollment of any persons after that date." 
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The rolls of the Choctaw ana Chickasaw Nations are 'therefore closed 

and have peen closed sincE' the. 4th day of March, 19Q'(. . 
The claun which is now berng pJ:esanted by the proponents 9,f the 

legislation for the enrollment of Mississippi Choctaws has heretofore 
been fully conmdered and decided adversely to the so-called Mississippi 
Choctaws by the following tribunals and officials : _ 

(1) 1897: The Federal courts. of Indian Territory. (Jack .Amos 1J. 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. Jurisdiction affirmed by Supreme 
Court, Stephens v. Cherokee Nation, 174 U. S., 445.) 

(2) 1898: The Da.w.es Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. (See 
reports Jan. 28, 1898, and Mar. 10, 1899.) 

(3) 1902: The Choctaw and Chickasaw people and the United State$ 
Government in the preparation of the supplementhl agreement of July 
1, 1902. (32 Stat. L., 641.) 

(4) 1906: The Congress of the ·UJ;lited States, which by the act of 
April 26, 1906, finally directed the closing of the rolls March 4, 1907. 
(34 Stat. L., 137.) . 

(5) 1912: Hon. Samuel Adams, Fir~t Assistant Secretary of the In
terior. (See report dated July 2, 1913, addressed to Hon. JoHN H. 
STEPHENS, chairman Committee on Indian Affairs, House· of Renre
sentatives.) 

(6) 1915: A subcommittee of the Committee on Indian Affairs of 
the House of Representatives. (See report H. R. No. 12586, dated 
Jan. 2, 1915.) 

(7) 1915: Hon. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior. (See 
report dated Jan. 8, 1915, addressed to Hon. JOHN H. STEPHENS, chair
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the House of Representa
tives.) 

The United States Government is bound by · solemn agreement to · sell 
the residue of Choctaw and Chickasaw tribal property and distribute 
the proceeds among the enrolled members of the tribes. Fulfillment of 
this obligation has been, and is being, prevented by the representatives 
of the alleged Mississippi Choctaws and by the proponents of legisla
tion intended to be of assismnce to the alleged Mississippi Choctaws. 

It has been repeatedly shown that the Mississippi Choctaws have no 
legal, equitable, or moral right to share in the property of the Choctaw 
Nation. 

CLAIMANTS FOR CITIZENSHIP OTHER THAN MISSISSIPPI CHOCTAWS. 
It has been contended by attorneys and agents representing claimants 

for enrollment as citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw rations that 
there was a period inunediately before the closing of the rolls on Ma~:ch 
4, 1907, during which action on all pending cases was rushed~ and thai; 
the applicants were not given the benefit of a cautious consideration 
of their cases. 

This contention is very misleading, because it is a fact that the cases 
which were considered during the so-called "rush period" had been 
considered before--some of them had been considered and determined 
a number of times, and were pending- on motion to review, or on. appeal 
from the order denying a motion to review. Very few, if an[ of them, 
were pending on a direct appeal from the original decision o the Com
mission to the Fi-ve Civilized Tribes, and none of them were pen<ling 
for a consideration on the merits of the cases-the merits having there
tofore been passed upon by the Conunission to the Five Civilized Tribes. 

All of these matters have been under consideration almost continu
ously since the closing of the rolls March 4, 1907. At one time the 
agitation for the reopening of the rolls of the Five Civilized Tribes 
became so great that the matter was· broUght to the attention of the 
President oi. the United States, and afer having fully considered the 
matter, President Taft wrote the following letter to Richard C. Adams, 
an attorney at law, of Washington, D. C. : 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
WMhington, Apr-n 20, J.D10. 

MY DEAR Sm: I am in receipt of your letter which you visited my 
office with 1\Ir. Creager, of Oklahoma, to hand me. Your letter deals 
With the question of claims of Indians against the Government. Of 
cour~e I am in favor of facilitating the hearing of those claims as 
much as possible i and as to the second, I am opposed to the reopening 
of the Indian citiZ-enship rolls. It seems to me it would be like open
ing a Pandora's box. Exceptional cases that present great equities 
might be considered by special legislation. 

In conclusion, I can only say that no one is more anxious than 1 
am to close out these Indian disputes and put Indians on the basis of 
other citizens, in so far as it is possible to do so without exposing 
those who are uneducated and unable to look after their own interests 
to the fraudulent manipulation of unprincipled persons. 

Sincerely, yours, 
WM. H. TAFT. 

Mr. RICHARD C. ADAMS, 
Bond Building, Washington, D. 0. 

(See H. R. Rept. No. 2273 61st Cong., 3d sess.) 
It will be noted that the President was opposed to the reopening of 

the rolls, but said " exceptionul cases that present great equities might 
be considered by special legislation." 

On February 12, 1910, lion. R. A. Ballinger, then Secretary of the 
Interior, addressed a letter to Hon. MosEs E. CLAPP, chairman of the 
Conunittee on Indian Affairs of the United .States Senate, in which he 
made the following recommendation : 

"In conclusion, I am constrained to believe, and therefore recom
mend, that the rolls be not opened up, but that proper legal authority 
be given the SecretUTy of the Interior to place upon the rolls those 
Indians · (about 52 in number) whose applications were approved by 
the Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes and were transmitted 
to Washington before the 4th of March, 1907, but did not reach the 
department until after the rolls were closed; and, furthermore, that 
proper authority be given the Secretary of the Interior to examine and 
place upon the rolls the minor orphan children, incompetents, and 
Indians in incarceration whose claims were not presented in due time 
for adjudication. I am informed that this class numbers about 200. 
No one seems to have taken the responsibility of presenting the claims 
of this class for consideration. They could not look after their own 
interests." (See S. Doc. No. 1139, 62d Cong., 3d sess.) 

The Secretary ::.n t his letter recommends against the reopening of the 
rolls, but favors special legislation for the relief of 52 persons, whose 
names were omitted from the roll& through inadvertence, and rec
ommends that authority be given fol! the examination of the cases of 
certain other persons, not to exceed '200 in all. 

Both President '.Uaft and Secretary Ballinger, after having fully 
considered the question that is now under consideration, both decided 

f:gainst the reopening of the· rolls. They considered, however, that 
\l}el.'~ were a. few exceptional cases wherein the applicants had strong 
equities and were in justice entitled to some relief. 

Two investigations were made by the Interior Department to ascer· 
tain the names of all persons who were legally or equitably entitled to 
enrollment as ~itizens of the Five Civilized Tribes and whose names 
were not- upon the finally approved rolls. 

With the consent and 'tlpon the advice of the attorneys for the 
tribes, Hon. ROBERT L. OWEN, a Member of the United States Senate 
from Oklahoma, addressed a letter to the Secretary of the Interior 
asking that he be furnished with the names of persons who, upon 
investigation, had been found apparently equitably entitled to enroll· 
ment. 

On April 24, 1914, l:jenator OWEN' received the following letter from 
Hon. Ar A. Jones, First Assistant Secretary of the Interior: 

DEPARTMENT 011' THE INTERIOR, 
Washingtt>n, A.pr·il !4, 191j. 

MY DEAll SENATOR : In response to your request of .April 22, I am 
inclosing herewitbJ a list of the names of persons who, upon the 
investigation_ heretofore made, have been found apparently equitably 
entitled to enrollment on the rolls of the various tribes composing 
the Fiv.9 Civilized ~ribes, of Oklahoma. The data as to each of these 
names have heretofore been submitted to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs of the Senate, and may be found in Senate Document No. 1139. 
Sixty-second Congress, th.ird session. 

This list contains the names of all those whom the department has 
found equitably entitled to enrollment, omitting, as suggested, the 
names of newborn Choctaw freedmen. 

Very truly, yours, 

Hon. ROBERT L. 0WEl~, . 
United States Senate. 

A. A. JONES, 
First Assistant Becretat·y. 

The list transmitted to ~~nator OWEN with the above letter con
tained the names of 318 persons. The Indian appropriation bill which 
became a law; August 1, 1914 (38 Stat. L.,L~82), carried a provision 
authorizing the enrollment in the respective u:lbes of the persons whose 
names appear upon said list. All of said persons have since been 
enrolled an<l have received their distributive share of the property of 
the tribe to which they belong. 

The letter of Secretary Jones, ann the list, are set forth in full in 
Senate Document No. 478, Sixty-third Congress, third session. 

Inasmuch as it has been repeatedly shown that the so-called Missis
sippi Choctaws have no right to enrollment, and inasmuch as all those 
residing in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations who appear to have 
bP.en equitably entitled to enrollment have been enrolled, the members 
of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Tribes can not understand why the 
Government of the United States does not comply with the terms of 
its agreement made with them in 1902. 

There appears to be no just reason why the residue . of tribal prop
erty should not be sold and the proceeds arising from such sale dis
tributed per capita among the e~rolled members of the tribes in com
pliance with the terms of the treaty of 1902. 

A considerable amount of tribal property has been sold and the 
money is now on deposit. There have been partial crop failures in 
Oklahoma tor the past four years-in some sections the failure was 
al'most complete. There are many Choctaws and Chickasaws who have 
been and are now, in destitute circumstances and are in dire need of 
the 'money that belongs to them. The United States Government 
should at once pay them the money that is now on deposit to their 
credit. 

For this reason we respectfully request the enactment of the pro
vision now carried in the Indian appropriation bill, authorizing a 
distribution of all funds now to the credit of the Choctaw and Chicka
saw Nations, as shown by memorandum of the Commissioner of In
dian Affairs transmitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 
House of Representatives on December 15, 1915. Said memorandum is 
in full as follows : 

" The books of the Indian Office show that on December 15, 1915, 
there was in the Treasury of the United States to the credit of the 
Choctaw Nation, Okla., the sum of $3,360,620.11, and in banks in 
Oklahoma to the credit of said nation the sum of $4,071,733.13, thEl 
total Choctaw tribal fund being $7,432,353.24. The books of the In, 
dian Office further show that on said date there was in the Treasury 
of the United States to the credit of the Chickasaw Nation, Okla., 
the sum of $778,471.51, and in banks in Oklahoma to the credit of 
said Chickasaw Nation the sum of $1,143,638.97, the total Chickasaw 
tribal fund being $1,922,110.48, the aggregate fund of the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Nations being $9,354,463.72. The deferred payments on 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribal lands heretofore sold approximate 
$6,000,000 and the estimated value of the unsold land and other 
property of said nations approximates $16,149,491.23. Thus the total 
funds and other property of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations ap
proximates $31,503,954.95. 
. " Twenty thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine enrolled citizens of 
the Choctaw Nation are entitled to share in any per capita distribution 
of the funds of said nation, and 6,304 enrolled citizens of the Chicka
saw Nation are entitled to share in any per capita distribution of the 
tribal fonds of that nation. 

" For the purpose of further carrying out the Atoka agreement with 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw Tribes (see act of Congress of June 28, 
1898, 30 Stat. , L., 495, 512, 513) and the supplemental agreement with 
said Indian tribes adopted by the act of Congress of July 1, 1902 (32 
Stat. L., 641-654), and in view of the g~neral needy conditions exist
ing in said nations it is recommended that an appropriation be made 
out of the Choctaw tribal funds for a per capita payment to the en
rolled members of the Choctaw Tribe or to the heirs of deceased en
rolled members, and out of the Chickasaw tribal funds for a per capita 
payment to the enrolled members of the Chickasaw Tribe or to the 
heirs of deceased enrolled members of said tribe, and that it be pro
vided that such payments shall be made under rules and regulations 
to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, and that in cases 
where the enrolled members of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations 
or their heirs are Indians who by reason of their degree of Indian 
blood belong to the restricted class, the Secr etary of the Interior may, 
in his discretion, withhold such payments and use the same for the 
be.nefit of such restricted Indians. 

" Inasmuch as a 100 per capita payment was made to tbe enrolled 
members of the Chickasaw Nation under the act of August 1, 1914, at 
which time no payment was made to the enrolled members of the 



4928 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SEN ATE. l\lARcH 27, 

Choctaw Nation, it is therefore recommended that the enrolled m.E)m· 
bers of th<' Choctaw Nation should be paid $1QO per ~apita moi·e tbtin 
the amount provided for the enrolled members of the' Chickasaw Na
tion. '.rhese payments would be made from the tribal funds belong. 
ing to thf' Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations and would not be a tax 
on the l''ederal Treasury." 

P. J. HURLEY, 
z.;ationaZ Attomey tor the Choctaw NatiO!l. 

Hon. HEXRY F. ASHURST, 
WASHI 'GTOX, D .. C., February 3, 1915. 

United States Senate, W(J.8hington, D. 0. 
1\IY DE.\n SEX.\TOR: The Indian appropriation bill, which is now being 

considered by the Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate, contain3 
a provision authorizing a per capita payment of $200 to the enrolled 
members of the Choctaw Nation and a payment of $100 to the enrolled 
members of the Chickasaw Nation. 

Every memller of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Tribes is the owner of 
an equal undiYided interest in the tribal property of both tribes. The 

hicka aws received a per capita payment of $100 last year. The Choc
taws received !lO payment. The provision now carried in t.he bill, if 
E.'nactcd, will E.'qualize the amount received from tribal funds by the Choc
taws ancl Chicka ·aw . 

I am advi e<l that an effort wUl oe made by those who espouse the 
claim of the o-called 1\!i sissippi Choctaws to prevent the enactment of 
the provision refHred to and that an attempt will be made to reopen the 
rolls of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations for the enrollment of the 
alleged Mi si.·.ippl hoctaws. ·. 

I call your attention to the fact that on March 10, 1899, the Dawes 
Commission reported that there were extremely few, if any, Indians in 
1\Ji ;issippi who could prove a right to enrollment as citizens of the 
Choctaw and 'h1cka aw Nations. At that time there was much agitation 
for the enrolh~1ent of the so-called Mississippi Choctaws, and in the 
ag1·eement apprond July 1, 1902 (32 Stat. L., 641), between the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Nations and the United States a compromise was reached 
on the Mi sissippi Choctaw claims. . 

The Choctaws and Chickasaws agreed to enroll, as a gratuity, all full
blood Choctaw Indians who then resided in Misslsslppt if they would 
remove to the Choctaw or Chickasaw Nations. 

Under this agreement 1,634 Mississippi Choctaws were enrolled and 
z·ecei\'ed allotments in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. With a 
few exception the entire 1,634 were enrolled unde1· the full-blood rule 
of evidence and were not req-uired to prove a right to enrollment. 
Tlae approximate value of the \)roperty received by these 1,634 persons 
i · $15,000,000. This i the pnce paid by the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Nation· for a ettlement of the M1 sissippi Choctaw claim in 1902. 

In consideration foL' this concession on the part of the Choctaws 
an1l Chickasaws, the Government agreed to clo e the rolls, to sell th~ 
rPsidue of tribal property, and distribute the proceeds per capita among 
the enrollea members of the tribes. The Unitell States Government has 
not pl'rformed its part of the :1greement. 

The agreement of 1!)02, above reterred to, contained the following 
provision: 

... 'o person '\\ho. e name does not appear upon the rolls prepared as 
herein provided ball be entitled in any manner to participate in the 
(li:;;tribution of the common property of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Tribes, and tho c whose names appear therein shall participate in the 
manner set forth in this agreement." 

The a(•t of April 26, 190G, declared the rolls of the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw "ations clo ed in the following language: 

·• Provided. That the roll!') of the tribes (Choctaw and Chickasaw) 
affected by this act shall be fully completed on or before the 4th day 
of ~larch, 1907, an(l the Secretary of the Interior shall have no juris
diction · to approye the enrollment of any person after that date." 

'£he rolls of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations are therefore closed, 
anfl have been clo. e<l since the 4th <lay of 1\Iarch, 1907. 

The claim wliicll is now being presented by the proponents of the 
legislation for the enrollment of Mississippi Choctaws has heretofore 
been fully considere(l and decided adversely to the so-called Mississippi 
Choctaw by the following tribunal and official : 

1. 1897 ~ Til e Ft'dern 1 courts of Indian Territory. (Jack Amos v . 
Choctaw an<l Chicka aw Nations. Jurisdiction affirmed by ~Supreme 
Court, Stephens t· . Cherokee Nation, 174 U. S., 445.) 

2. 1898: Tbe Dawe Commi ·sion to the Five Civilized Tribes. (See 
reports Jan. ~ , 189 , and 1\iur. 10, 1 9!) .) 

3. 1902: The Choctaw and Chicka ·aw people, and the United States 
Government in the preparation of the supplemental agreement of July 
1 . 1902 (32 Stat. L., 641). 

4. 1906: ~'be Congress of the United States, which by the act of 
Aprtl 26, 1906, finally directed the ~ORing <?f the rolls March 4, 1907. 

5. 1912: Hon. 'amuel Adam. , F1rst Ass1stant Secretary of the Inte
rior. (See report of July 2, 1912.) 

6. 1915: A subcommittee of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. (Copy of report attached.) 

7. 1915: Bon. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior. (Copy of 
report uated Jan. 8, 1915, attached.) 

The United • tates Government is bound by solemn agreement to sell 
the residue of Choctaw and Chickasaw tribal property and distribute the 
proceeds among the enrolled members of the tribes, Fulfillment of this 
obligation bas beeu and is being prevented by the representatives of 
the alleged Mis i ippi Choctaws an<l by the proponents of legislation 
intended to lle of a sistance to ·the alleged 1\Ii issippi Choctaws. 

It has been repeatedly shown that the 1\Ii sis ippi Choctaws have no 
legal, equitable, or moral right to share in the property of the Choctaw 
Nation . 

A considerable amount of tribal property bas been sold and the money 
is now on deposit. There have been partial crop fai\pres in Oklahoma 
for the past four year ·-in some sections the failure :was aJmost com
plete. There are many Choctaws and Chicka aws who have been, and 
are now, in <le titutc cir um. ·tan ces and are in <lire need of the money 
that belongJ to them. The United Statrs Government should at once 
pay them tt)i money in compliance with the terms of the agreement 
of 1902. . 

In view of these circumstances we re. pectfully solicit your assi tance 
in preventing the reop ·ning of the rolls of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
'ations and in securing the enactment of a law authorizing a per 

cap1ta payment. 
Yours, respectfully, P . .T. HunLEY. 

1Yatio11al AttonJcy, Chocta10 Nation. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY O]l' THE INTERIOR ON Tllll IlAURISON BILL 
(H. R. 12586). 

THE SECRETARY OF THE lto.~ERIOR, 
Washington, January 8, 1915. 

MY DEJ.R 1\IR. STEPHilXS : I have the honor to refer herein to a 
Cl)m.inunication of August 12, 1914, frolll Hon. C. D. CARTER, then acting 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the House of Repre
sentatives, with which was inclosed a copy of H. R. 12586, entitled 
"A bill to reopen tb,e rolls of the Choctaw-Chickasaw Tribes and to 
provide for the awarding of the right secured to certain persons by the 
fourteenth article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, of date Sep
tember 27, 1830." He also referred to H. R. 4536 and requested that 
I consider the two bills together and make a report thereon. 

Upon examination of H. R. 4536, I find that said bill is identical 
with H. R. 19213, introduced by 1\ir. ·H.Anarsox of Mississippi in the 
Sixty-second Congress, second session, upon which last-mentioneu bill 
the department submitted to your committee a report dated July 2, 
1912. 11. R. 12586, introduced in the pre ent Congress by Mr, Ht..n
RISO~, is a similar blll to thn above-mentioned bill·, except that in 
said H. R . . 12586 an additional paragraph is included in section 2 to 
provide for the enrollment of all persons who were identified a~ Mis
sissippi Choctaws by the Dawes Commission in its report of March 
10, 1899, commonly known as the McKennon roll, and of all persons 
identified as 1\Ii sissippi Choctaws by the Dawes Commission from 
1\Iarch 10, 1899, to March 4, 1907, whose ide-ntification was approved 
by the Secretary of the Jnteriot· but whose names did not appear on 
thP. final citizenship rolls of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. 

The claims of Missi sippi Choctaw Indians to recognition as citl· 
zeus of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and to share in the property 
ot said nation are based upon article 14 of the tl'Caty of September 
27, 1830. (7 Stat. L ., 335.) Pur uant to the terms of the treaty, 
a large number of Choctaws were transferred from Mississippi to the 
country west, later known as Indian Territory. The e Choctaws who 
so removed and their descendants now con titute the main oody of 
what is known as the Choctaw Nation. There were, however, a con· 
siderable number of Choctaws "bo remained behind in Mississippi, 
some of them under the provisions of article 14 above mentioned. 

~Said article 14 provided that the per on who claimed thereunder 
should not lose the privilege of a Choctaw citizen, but if they ever re
moved were not to be entitled to any part of the Choctaw annuity. 
The Indians who remained behind under the provi ions of said article 
14 received either land in Mississippi or scrip, which gave the applt
cants the· right to enter upon public lands in certain Southern States. 
A part of said scrip, however, was later commuted by a money payment. 
Some of the fourteenth-article claimants later made tbelr way west and 
joined the main body of the tribe in the Indian Territory. The Choctaw 
Council by various acts recognized the right of aid ab entee Mis ·i:;;sippl 
Choctaws to remove to the nation, and actually invited them to do so. 

Under the provisions of the Atoka agreement with the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Tribes contained in the act of Congress of June 28, 1898 
(30 Stat. L., 495) . the upplemental agreement containerl in the act of 
July 1, 1902 (32 Stat. L., 641), and later acts ol' Congress for the pur
pose of carrying out the provisions of said agreements, the claims of 
individual 1\Iissis ippl Choctaw Indians to be identified and to be eu
roll€d as entitled to share in the property of the Choctaw Nation were 
fully considered by the Commi ··ion to the Five Civilized Tribes and oy 
the department after full hearil}.g, at which the claimants had ample 
opportunity to pre~ent all the evidence which they could procure in 
support of their claims. Very few claimants were able to prove descent 
from an ance tor who received or applied for benefits under the provisions 
of article 14 of the treaty of 1 30. 

The hi. tory of the Dawes Commis~ion enrollment work relative to 
l\Ii ·sissippi Choctaw claimants is .very fully set out in a communication 
of April 14, 1914. from William 0 . Beall, at one tim secretary of the 
Commi ,;ion to the Five Civilized Tribes. A copy thereof is inclosed for 
your information . . 

For your further information as to the history of the Missi Rippi 
Choctaw claims and of the departm{'nt action in the preparation of the 
final rolls there is inclosed a copy of department letter of July 2, 1912. 
to the chairman of the Committee on Indian Atl'airs of the IIouse or 
Repre ·entatives. 

Judge William H. H. Clayton in his deci ion in the case of Jack Amos 
v. The Choctaw Nation , a copy of. which may be found in the aP.penrlix: 
of the annual report of the Comm1 sion to the Five Ch·ilized Tnbefl for 
the fi ·cal year ended June 30, 1901, said that no treaty or acts of the 
Choctaw Council or of any officer of the Choctaw Council since the tre.a.ty 
of 1 SO could be cited, or at least he had not found them, whereoy any 
right or privilege hnd been conferred, granted, or recognlzed in or to a 
1\iissi sippi Choctaw so long as he remained away from hi. people, and 
that no l'ight was recognized or conferred upon such absent Indian 
except upon the conditicn that be . hould 1·emove to the nation, and the 
right wa not to be conflummated or enjoyed until actual removal. 

Mississippi Choctaw Indians who, while the opportunity was theirs 
under the privileges accorded them, refused to e-migrate with the tL·ibe 
to the new country west, and who never shared in the burd en and hard
ships of the pioneer life incident to the establishment of the new ti·ibal 
government west of the 1\iississippi, have at thi late date (now that the 
tribal property of the Choctaw Nation made Yaluable by the emigrant"' Is 
being divided per capita amon~ the enrolled recognized citizens of the 
nation) no equitable right to share in said property. 

With respect to the per ons who were identified by the Dawes Com
mi sion as 1\lississippi Choctaws under the provisions of the act or Con
gress of June 28, 1 98 (30 Stat. L., 49u), but who failed to remove aml 
make settlement in the Choctaw-Chickasaw country, a· required by the 
act of Congrc ·s of July 1, 1902 (32 Stat. L., 641, sees. 41, 42. 43, an(l 44). 
it may be said that, Irrespective of their unfortunat condition of pov
erty and ignorance. there is no ground, legQ.l or equitable, for holdiu~ 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations responsible for the failure of sairl 
identified persons to comply with the law as to removal and settlement. 
No obligation rested upon the Unitetl States to provide means for the 
remon1l of such Indians. 

Referring to the ch.ss of claimants whose names were containe1l in an 
identification roll submitted by the Commission to the Five Civilizer! 
Tribes on March 10, 1899, but never approYed by the ~err tary of the 
Interior, your attention i invited to the fact that the commission soon 
recof{nized the inaccuracy and incompleteness of that I'Oll and rcquestert 
the department to di t·egard it and to return the arne to the commission. 
In order that there might be no doubt as to the standing of saill roll, it 
was di ·approved by the department on March 1, 1907. '.rhe larger part 
of the person whose names were contained on that di approved roll 
were afterwards placed on the approYe!l identification rolls, and those 

• 
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who complied with the law as to removal and settlement were enrolled 
on the final rolls of Mississippi Choctaw Indians. 

In the investigation and examimi.tion of .Mississippi Choctaw claims 
made in 1900 and the years following by the Commission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes every effort that was possible to be made was made by 
said commis~>ion to reach all persons who had any equitable claim to 
recognition as l\Iississippi Choctaws, and especially· to find those who 
were full-blood Choctaw Indians. 

H. R. 4536 and 12586 in effect provide, so far as the Mississippi_ 
Choctaw claimants are conce1·ned, a general reopening of the rolls of 
the Choctaw Nation, necessitating a review of all the cases which had 
been adversely decided by the United States courts, the Department of 
the Interior, and the Choctaw and Chickasaw citizenship court, as well 
as the consideration of claims not heretofore presented or considered, 
and empower the Secretary of the Interior to determine the rights of 
the claimants upon such evidence as may be produced by the applicants, 
without regartl to any adverse judgment or decision heretofore rendered 
by any court or commission to the Five Civilized Tribes or the 
Department of the Interior, and without regard to any condition or dis
abilit\' heretofore imposed by any act of C~ngress. 

The records of the department show the Mississippi Choctaw claim
ants have been to an unusual extent the victims of numerous extortion
ate contracts, and the correspondence i.n many cases indicates that con
tracts were obtaineu through· misrepresentations as to the facts, a.nd 
in some cases that such contracts were obtained from claimants who 
believe that the persons obtaining the contracts were Government agents. 
Your attention is invited to the report of Inspector 1\IcLaughli.n, of this 
department, which 1·eport appears in print in the CoNGRESSIONAL 
REcono of July 10, 1914, commencing on page 13022. 

Itefcrring to section 9 of said bills, I am of the opinion that, in view 
of the large amount of tribal property yet to be disposed of and of other 
matteTs affecti.ng the tribes, 1t would be advisable to abolish the tribal 
organization of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations at the present time. 

In view of the facts as presented to me, I am of the opinion that no 
legislation should be enacted for the reopening of the rolls of the Choc
taw Nation for the be.nefit of the Mississippi Choctaw claimants. 

Very truly, yours, 
FRaNKLIN K. LaxE. 

llon. JOITN II. STEPHEXS, 
Chairman Com1nittee on Indian Affairs, 

House of Rep1·esentatives. 

llEPOU'.r OX H. R. 12586. 
Jal\UARY 2, 1915, 

lion. JOHX H. STEPHEXS, 
Cfl'linnal£ House Committee on Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C. 
~m: Your subcommittee appointed to in\·estigate and report on H. R. 

123SH begs leave to submit the following observations: 
A careful and pai.nstaking investigation of all treaties, laws, and other 

reconls bearing on this claim, Jncluding heari.ngs lasting from April 1, 
19H, until .August 27, 1914, was gone into by your committee. 

H. H. 12586 directs: 
1. The Secretary of the Interior to enroll certain Mississippi Choc

taws upon the rolls of the Choctaw Nation i.n Oklahoma, with a full 
participation in their tribal estate. 

!:!. 'l'o reopen the Choctaw rolls for the adjudication of 20,000 or more 
aliPgecl daimants. 

Tbei·e are some Choctaws still remai.ning in Mississippi who have per
sistently refuseu and successfully resisted all elforts of the Federal Gov
ernment and the Choctaw Nation to have them move west and affiliate 
with the tribe. 

The testimony. before the subcommittee discloses many thousa.nds of 
persons of doubtful desce.nt, African and other, living in Mississippi and 
surrounding States, who have attempted to assert claims as Choctaw 
Indians. 

::!nch India.ns of real Choctaw blood as still reside in Mississippi ap
peal' to take little interest in the claims asserted by their alleged at
torneys. On the ot,Jler hand, those claimi.ng remote Indian blood and 
of <lonbtful descent have manifested much interest in being enrolled and 

. sharing in a division of the Choctaw funds in Oklahoma. 
~·h e' contention of these latter seems to have been inspired and aug

mente<! by certain attorneys who have sent agents among these people 
adYising them that they were Indians and taki.ng contracts for their en
I'ollment for a conti.ngent fee of from 30 to 40 per cent of reco>ery 
and in many instances a small cash retainer in addltion, ' 

According to statements and admissions of these attorneys and their· 
·agents, two firms alone, those .of Can~ell & Crews, of St. Louis, Mo., 
and Ballinger & Lee, of Washi.ngton C1ty, D. C., and Ardmore, Okla 
hold con tracts with 15,G96 individuals, carrying provisions for fee~ 
aggregating $10,882,81 G. · · 

Til e testin1ony further shows that a syndicate fm; the purpose of secur
ing the enrollment of Mississippi Choctaws and a participation in the 
tribal estate of the western Choctaws has been formed under the .name 
•• the Texas-Oklahoma Investment Co.," capitalized at $100,000, $25 000 
of wbi~h has been paid in and used. The directors of this corporation 
are S. L. Hurlbut, of El Campo, Tex. ; H. Masterson and W. A. Smith, of 
Hou:;ton, Tex.; and T. B. Crews and H. J. Cantwell, of St. Louis, Mo. 

This claim of the Mississippi Choctaw attorneys for enrollment of 
their clients a.nd participation in the Choctaw Nation's estate is by no 
mean ,~· a new contention. The claim was, under direction of law, fully 
adjwlicated by the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes (H. Doc. 
274, 5Gth Cong., 2d sess.) and afterwards by the Federal court, to which 
appt>al was tak~n (Jack Amos et al. v. The Choctaw Nation, Decisions 
of United States Courts in IndL'l.n Territory, 465), both decisions being 
adverse to the Mississippi Choctaw conte.ntion for enrollment. 
· In rejecti.ng the claim of nonreside.nt Mississippi Choctaws the Com

mi. ion to the Five Civilized Tribes said in part : 
" 'l'his hi torical review of the acquisition of this territory by the 

Choctaw Nation and its subsequent legal relations to it makes it clear 
in the opinion of this commission that the Mississippi Choctaws are not 
untle.1· their treaties entitled to all rights of Choctaw citizenship except 
an interest in the Choctaw annuities and still continue their residence 
an!l citizenship in Misslssippi;" (H. Doc. 274, 55th Cong., 2d sess.) 

In affirming the decision the United States District Court for the 
Central District of Indian Territory closed its decision with the follow
ing paragraph : 

··To permit men with, perchance, but a strain of Choctaw blood in 
theiL' veins, who, 65 years ago, broke away from their kindred and their 
.nation, and during that time, or the most of it, have been exercising the 
rights of citizenship unci doing homage to the sovereignty of another 
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nation and have become stra.ngers to the people, to reach forth their 
hands from their distant and alien homes and lay hold on a part of the 
public domain, the common property of the people, and appropriate to 
their own use, would be unjust and inequitable. It is, therefore, the 
opinion of the court that the absent Mississippi Choctaws are not en
titled to be enrolled as citizens of the Choctaw Nation. The action of 
the Dawes Commission is therefore affirmed, and a decree will be entered 
for the Choctaw Nation." (Jack Amos et al. v . The Choctaw Nat~on, 
Decisions of United States Courts in Indian Territory, 4G5.) 

An apeal was taken from these decisions by the attorneys for the 
Mississippi Choctaws to the Supreme Court of the United States and the 
Jack Amos case was dismissed upon motion of the attorneys for the 
Mississippi Choctaws (190 U. S., 873). 

Several years subsequent to the date of these decisions excluding the 
Mississippi Choctaws from enrollment this matter was again taken up 
and readjusted by the legally constituted authorities of the Federal Gov
ernment and the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations in Oklahoma. by 
which agreement the Mississippi Choctaws were given additional time 
for identification and establishment of bona fi<le residence in the Choc
taw Nation i.n Indian Territory. (Supplemental agreement, "An act to 
ratify and affirm the agreement with the Choctaw and Chickasaw Tribes 
of Indians, etc.," approved July 1, 1902.) 

'l'he Choctaw Nation in Oklahoma has dealt justly and liberally with 
the Mississippi Choctaws, always granting them ·full citizenship in 
their nation, with all emoluments thereto, whenever they would agree 
to affiliate with the tribe, and the Choctaw Nation in Oklahoma is unde1· 
no legal, equitable, or moral obligation to enroll the 1\l.ississippi Choc
taws as citizens of the tribe in the West at this time. 

By the agreements negotiated between the Federal Go>ernment an<l 
the Choctaw Nation, all native western Choctaws were required to be 
on the reservation by· June 28, 1898, or stand debarred from enrollment 
and participation in the tribal estate forever thereafter, and this rule 
has been strictly adhered to. 

The time for establishment of resitlence on the reser>ation was c.,,. 
tended to the lllississippi Choctaw clainlants until July 1, 1903, giving 
the Mississippi Choctaws five years to move on the reservation after 
the time for establishment of such residence had been closed to the 
native Choctaws. , ~ 

After 11 years were consumd by the Commission to the Fi>e Civilizecl 
Tribes in making up the rolls of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations 
such rolls were affirmatively closed by action of Congress on March 
4, 1907. 

The rolls of the Choctaw Nation were held open to the 2\Iissi:-1:-1ippi 
Choctaws from 1830 untiJ :March 4, 1907, giving the ~Iississippi Choc
taws 77 years in which to complete enrollment with full benefits of 
citizenship. , 

The Federal Government as such is neither legally nor equitahlv 
obligate(l to enroll 1\!lssissippi Choctaws with the Choctaws west, anil 
is u.nder only such moral obligation to the Mississippi Choctaws as is 
due to dependent North American Indians who were originally occu
pants and owners of the soil and . who haye been deprived of theil· 
patrimony by white settlers. 

The passage of H. R. 12586 would completely upset and undo 11 yeat·s 
of careful, painstaking work of the Interior Department in settling the 
affairs of the Five Civilized Tribes, turn the wheels of progress hack
wards for more than 20 years, and, as lfas been said b'll'resident Taft, 
"open up a Pandora's box of troubles, which the life o the present gen
eration might not see closed." 

The passage of H. R. 12586 would doubtless result in stupendous 
claims of millions of dollars agai.nst the Federal Government on the 
part of the Oklahoma Choctaws, because of a division of their funch; 
among persons whom the. Federal commissions and Federal courts have 
decided were .not entitled thereto. 

Its passage would le.nd encouragement to grafting attorneys with con
tracts for enormous ·attorneys' fees, running into millions of dollar:,;, 
and hold out i.nducement for procuri.ng· additional contracts from 
spurious claimants. 

Your subcommittee therefore recommends that the Harrison bill 
(H. R. 12586) be not favorably reported by the ilouse Committee on 
Indian .Affairs. 

Respectfully submitted • 
C. D. CAnTER, Chairman. 
J. D. POST. 
ROBT. P. HILL. 
P. P. CA:UPBELL. 

1\Ir. OWEN. 1\lr. President, I do not wish to detain the Sen
ate. I have already detained the Senate 12 minutes, and tlmt 
is long enough on this threadbare pretension. 

1\Ir. VARDAMAN. 1\Ir. President, this question is old, and 
any discussion of it will be a twice-told tale, vexing the dull 
ears of a very tired Senate, I know, and I am not going to add 
to the discomfort of Senators by indulging in a lot of fruitless 
talk. 

1\Iy colleague, the senior Senator from Mississippi, has coYere<.l 
the ground very thoroughly. The equity of the Mississippi Choc
taw in this fund is, to my mind, unquestionable. · He probably 
failed to go to Oklahoma according to the terms of the lnw, 
but the United States can not a.fford to take advantage of that. 
He is the ward of the Government, and it is the duty of the 
Government to take care of and protect his interests. Any 
other view of the question is, to my mind, untenable and inde-
fensible. · 

I had intended to move to amend the bill by striking out 
"$300" and inserting "$200," to be paid out per capita to the 
Choctaw Indians in Oklahoma. There seem to be, however, 
some sort of agreement or understanding among the friends of 
the poor, old, indigent, homeless, slandered, and abnndoned Mis
sissippi Choctaw to permit this bill to go through without 
amendment, trusting to God and the generosity of the American 
Congress to do something for him in the future. To my mind, 
his treatment is a crime against humanity-a blot. upon the 
pages of Americ~n legislative history. 
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I do not think Congress can be or will be pardDned for the 
treatment the Choctaw Indian has received ; but, as was so 
graphically and so eloquently stated by the senior Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. WILLIAMS], he has no voice in the Government; 
he is merely flotsam and jetsam on the sea of life. He is 
dying out very rapidly, -and it will only be a few years before 
there will not be any of these Indians left ; but I suppose the 
only thing we can do now is merely to wait and hope-hope, if 
for nothing more, that if he is denied justice in this world he 
may find it with compound interest in the realm of the happy 
bunting ground across the great divide. 

I do not want to deny to the Oklahoma Choctaws their rights. 
They are intere ted in a part of this fund. It is the duty of the 
United States Government to give it to them; and if Congress 
should at any time come to a consciousness of its injustice, or 
if the Congress should be so moved by an outraged conscience as 
to do them justice, I suppose there will be enough of the corpus 
of the fund left. in the hands of the Government to give the 
Mississippi Choctaws what they are entitled to. With this 
short statement, Jl.!r. President, I shall permit the wrong to be 
perpetrated without further comment, because I am sure that 
further comment would avail nothing. 

Mr. GORE. Mr. President, as no amendment has been pro
posed to strike out the provision for the per capita payment I 
do not feel under any obligation to discuss the merits of this 
measure at this time. On a previous occasion I exhausted the 
subject and exhausted the Senate by such a discussion. I 
then undertook to show that the Government of the United 
States had on three several occasions undertaken to adjust the 
claims on the part of the Mississippi Choctaws at the expense 
of a great deal of land and at the expense of a great deal of 
money. I undertook to show that this claim on the part of the 
1\fississippi Choctaws had been repeatedly considered and re
peatedly rejected. I am willing to deal justly with the Missis
sippi Choctaws; I am e'Ven willing to deal generously with 
them, but not at the expense of the Oklahoma Choctaws. Fur
ther than that, I ·have nothing to submit. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 
as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was resumed. 
The next amendment of tl'l.e Committee on Indian Affairs was, 

at the top of page 71, to insert : 
That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized 

to pay to the enrolled members of the Seminole Tribe of Indians of 
Oklahoma entitled onder existing law to share in the funds of said 
tribe, or to their lawful heirs, out of any moneys belonging to said tribe 
in the United States Treasury or deposited in any bank or held by any 
official under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior, $300 per 
capita : Provided, That said payment shall be made under such rules 
and regulations as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe : Pro
viaed fttt'ther, That in cases where such enrolled members or their heirs 
are Indians who belong to the restricted class, the Secretary of the 
Interior may, in hi discretion, withhold such payments and use the 
same for the benefit of such restricted Indians: Provided further~ That 
the money paid to the enrolled members or their heirs as providea here
in shall be exempt from any lien for attorneys' fees or other debt 
contracted prior to the passage of this act. There is hereby appro
orluted a sum not to exceed $2,000 out of the funds of said Seminole 
Tribe for the payment of salaries and other expenses of said per capita 
payment or payments. 

The amendment was :agreed to. 
1\Ir. ASHURST. Mr. President, before we leave the matter of 

the per capita payment of these Indians I wish to have inserted 
in the RECORD a statement made by the Assistant Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs ro the House committee. 

Mr. OWEN. I wish the Senator from Arizona would also 
ask to have inserted in the RECORD a letter from the Secretary of 
the Interior, l\1r. Franklin K. Lane. 

Mr. ASHURST. I ask also that the letter referred to by 
the Senator from Oklahoma may be inserted in the RECOBD. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without objection the request will 
be granted. 

The matter referred to is as follows: 
Mr. MERITT. Mr. Chairman, I am a-uthorized by Commissioner Sell.s 

to make the following statement in regard to the per capita payment 
to Choctaws and Chickasaws : 

funds and other property of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations ap
proximates $31,503,954..95. 

Twenty thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine enrolled citizens 
of the Chocktaw Nation are entitled to share in any per capita dis
tribution of the funds of said ~ation, and 6,304 enrollc<l citizens of the 
Chickasaw Nation are entitled to share in any per capita distributioh 
oi the tribal funds of that nation. 

For the purpose of further carrying out the Atoka agreement with 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw Tribes (see act of Congress of June 28, 
1898..,.30 Stat. L., 495, 512-513) and the supplemental agreement with 
said .llldian tribes adopted by the act of Congress of July 1, 1902 (32 
Stat. L., 641-654), and in view of the general needy conditions 
existing in said Indian nations it is recommended that an appropria
tion be made, out of the Choctaw tribal funds, for a per capita pay
ment to the enrolled members of the Choctaw Tribe or to the heir:. of 
deceased enrolled members and out of the Chickasaw tribal fund. !or 
a per capita payment to the enrolled members of the Chickasaw Tribe 
or to the heirs of deceased enrolled members of said trib , and that it 
be provided that such payments shall be made under rules and regula
tions to be prescribed by tbe Secretary of the Interior, and that in 
cases where the enrolled members of the Choctaw ·and Chicka ·aw 
Nations or their heirs .are Indians who by reason of their degree of 
Indian blood belong to the restricted class the Secretary of the 
Interior may, in his discretion, withhold such payments and usc the 
same for the benefit of such restricted Indians. 

Inasmuch as a $100 per capita payment was made to the enrolled 
members of the Chickasaw Nation under the act of Au:rost 1, 11)14, 
at which time no payment was made to -the enrolled members of the 
Choctaw Nation, it is therefore recommended that the enrolled mem
bers of the Choctaw Nation should be paid $100 per capita more than 
the amount provided for the enrolleil :members of the Chickasaw Na1ion. 
These payments would be made from the tribal funds belonging to the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations and would not be a tax on the 
Federal Treasury. 

Hon. JOHN H. STEPHENS, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, March 8, 1916. 

Ohairman Oommittee on Indian Affairs, 
House of Represmttatives. 

MY DEAR MR. STEPHENS : Reference is made herein to H. R. 11479, 
entitled "A bill making a per capita payment to the Seminole Indians," 
and to your request of February 17, 1916.J for a report thereon for the 
information and use of the Committee on illdian Affairs of the House of 
Representatives. 

There is inclosed for your information a copy of a report of February 
15, 1916, from the Acting Superintendent for the Five Civillzed Tribes 
relative to the status of the undisposed of tribal land and funds of the 
Seminole Nation. It appears therefrom that only a few tribal matters 
remain undisposed of, and that on January 20, 1916, there was to the 
credit of the Seminole Nation in the Treasury of the United States and 
in banks in Oklahoma the sum of $1,580,260.14. 

l.a._.It was provided in the agreement of the United States with the 
1 ~minole Nation of Indians of Oklahoma, contained in the act- of Con

gress of July 1, 1898 (30 Stat. L., 567-568), that $500,000 of the funds 
belonging to the Seminoles held by the United States should be set apart 
as a permanent school fund for the education of children of the mem
bers of said tribe and should be held by the United States at 5 per <:ent 
interest or invested so as to produce such amount of interest, which 
should after the extinguishment of the tribal government be applied 
by the Secretary of the Interior to the support of the Seminole schonln. 
This fund should not be considered as available for per capita distl·ibu
tion to the members of the tribe at this time. Reserving said fund and 
in addition thereto the amounts necessary to provide for outstanding 
11npaid claims of individual members of the nation, there remains suffi
cient tribal funds to provide a $300 per capita payment to the 3,127 
enrolled members of the nation. 

In view of the provisions of the agreement with the Seminole Nation 
of Indians as contained in the above-mentioned act of Congress of 
July 1, 1898, the practical completion of the work -relating to Seminole 
tribal property and a.1Ialrs and the general needy conditions existing in 
the Seminole Na:tion a per capita distribution should be made. As to 
the Indians of the incompetent or restricted class, it should be provided 
that the Secretary of thP Interior may, in his discretion, withhold uch 
payments and use the same for the benefit of said incompetent or re
stricted Indians. 

I therefore suggest that H. R. 11479 be amended by omitting lin~.s 
3 to 12, inclusive, on page 1 of the bill and substituting therefor the 
following-: · 

"That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorize('~. 
to 'PRY to the enrolled members of the Seminole Tribe of Indians in 
Oklahoma entitled under existing law to share in the funds of said 
tribe, or to their lawful heirs. out of any moneys belonging to said 
tribe in the United States Treasury or deposited in any bank or held 
by any official under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior, 
not to e:'tceed $300 per capita: Promded, That said payment shall be 
made 1Ulder such rules and regulations as the ecretary of the Intel1or 
may prescribe: Pr01Jided further, That in cases where such enrolled mem
bers or their heirs are Indians who .by reason of their degree of Indian 
blood belong to the restricted class, the Secretary of the Interior may, 
in his discretion, withhold such payments and use the same for the 
benefit of such restricted Indians : Provided further, That the money 
paid to the enrolled members on their heirs as provided herein shall be 
exempt 'from any lien for attorneys' fees or other debt contracted prior 
to the passage of this act." • 

I recommend the enactment of H. R. 11479 i! amended as alwve 
suggested. 

FRANKLIN K. LANE, Becretat·y. 
The books of the Indian Office show that on December 15, 1915, 

there was in the Treas·ury of the United States to the credit of the 
Choctaw Nation, Oklahoma, the sum of ·$3,360,620.11, and in banks in 
Oklahoma to the credit of said nation the sum of $4,071, 733.13, the 
total Choctaw tribal fund bein~ $7,432,353.24. The books of the Indian 
Office further show that on Bald date there was in the Treasury of the 
United States to the credit of the Chickasaw Nation, Oklahoma, the 
sum of $778,471.51, and in banks in Oklahoma, to the credit of said 
Chickasaw Nation, the sum of $1,143,638.97, the total Chickasaw tribal 
fund being 1,922,110.48, the aggregate fund of the Choctaw and Chick
asaw Nations being $9,354,463.72. IT:he deferred payments on the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw tribal lands heretofore sold approximate 
$6~00,000 and the estimated value of the unsold land and other prop- 1 

erLy of said nations approximates $16,149,491.23. Thus· the total 

Cordially, yours, 
RURAfL .cREDITS. 

Mr. McCUMBER. l\1r. President, I desire to give notice at 
this time that, with the permission of the Senate, after the con
clusion of the routine rooming business to-morrow, I shall ub
mit some remarks upon the rural eredits bill which has been 'in
troduced in the Senate. 

Mr. CHILTON. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
T.he motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o'clock and 25 minutes 

p.m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Tuesday, :March 28, 
1~16, at 12 o'clock meridian. 
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